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Gaining a thorough knowledge of the Word and how to use it is the most 
important part of this three-year course. You become grounded in 
the English Bible and Christian theology . . . study the New Testa- 
ment in its original Greek . , . learn how to prepare and deliver 
sermons . . . receive training in the many other subjects which 
prepare a man for the ministry. 

Practical Christian work gives future pastors valuable experience. 
Their assignments include superintending and teaching Sunday 
schools, conducting teacher-training classes and prayer meetings, 
working in young people’s clubs, and doing house-to-house visitation. 

Moody’s 40,000-volume library, which includes rare and priceless 
works, provides pastoral students with extensive research facilities. 

Although various denominations have their own requirements for 
the ministry, men from many different groups are educated at the 
Institute. All over the United States, hundreds of churches of almost 
every denomination are experiencing the rich blessing of God today 
through the ministry of men prepared in Moody’s Pastors Course. 
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THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘‘The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past two years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Harry Rimmer: ‘I feel that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 
New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain ae Bible for several years in my study 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller:*“I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
bad of this most usable and logical reference work. = 
man: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘“‘The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander 8. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘“T 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 
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ace chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 
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Besi History with Contem; a ro dg History. 
3. The Analysis of the Bibleasa Whole 
4. ae Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 
5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 
. ta ae the Verses of the entire Bible. 
Numerical and Chain Reference — 
Special Ana —- of the papeens Bible Characters. 
between the Old and New Testaments. 
10. The Topical Treasury. New Topics for Prayer Meet- 
pe-¥ Men's yen Women’ ae Missionary Meet- 
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fic services. New and different subjects. 
12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 
13. Special Portraits of Jesus. 
4 t of the Messianic Stars. 
5. Chart showing cause of the Babylonian baggy 3 
18. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. 
17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 
18. The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 
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19. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the - 


Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
Reformers, etc., with meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 

21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 
topics, names and places. 
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23. Gus Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law. 
24. Graph of the Prodigal Son. 
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3s The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study. 
27. Pictorial Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 
28. ag Markings, Explaining best methods of marking 
one’s Bi 


29. Con 
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printed out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
as nae as in any other Bi! 
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ife, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
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33. Life Studies, such as pow Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered Lif 

34. Bible Stories for Children. 1 Hat of 56 stories to be 
read from the Bible itself. 

‘ 35. Miracles of ae the Old and New Testaments listed 
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44. Tables of ime, Money, Weights and Measures. 
Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 
45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval bet the 
Olde and New Testamen’ _ 


46. Charts the History of ths sioatn 
47. Seanad Gospels, citing ref ferences in different 


48. ra. 
49. The pe fee — of Jesus, illus- 
= Ghart of the Boven Churches of Asia, described by 
51. An Outline Hi of the E tic and Mi: 
We ee Church. vangelistic and Missionary 


Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
are ologically, with principal verses printed ‘ out 
in 


53. Map Showing A imate Distances from Jerusalem 
+e Chart Showing the Interior Are of the Temple 
. owing the In‘ ngement e Temp! 
at Jerusalem. 
55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of lerael from Egypt to to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 


B.B. Kirkbride BIBLE CO. 


DEPT. E-379 K. OF P. 
INDIANAPOLIS, 


SEPTEMBER 1952 


BUILDING 
INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 
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See this special Bible with its un- 


equaled practical helps before you 
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Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK 
AgentsWanted 














B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO. 
Dept. E-379, K. of P. Bldg. 
Ind anapolis, Indiana 

(C0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
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THE 
MIGHTY 
SAVIOUR 


ARTHUR J. MOORE 


In THE MIGHTY SAVIOUR 
is the impassioned pleading of a 
preacher who seeks to “do the 
work of an evangelist.” A firm 
believer in the basic tenets of 
Christianity, Bishop Moore em- 
phasizes the love, the salvation, 
and the grace that are ours 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 














The one purpose of these ten 
vibrant messages is to exalt Jesus 
Christ as the one and only Saviour 
from sin, the answer to the need 
of the world. Apart from him the 
world lies in darkness and deés- 
pair. Through him only can it re- 
solve its problems—in him only do 
men find safety and satisfaction. 


To men busy with the common 
affairs of life, THE MIGHTY 
SAVIOUR brings the glad cer- 
tainty and the positive centrality 
of faith—the power of God to re- 
deem and transform life through 
faith in Jesus Christ. ........ $2 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE WORD 

“The entrance of His Word giveth 
light.” We are surely grateful for the 
Christian literature just received and we 
want you to know how much we appreciate 
your interest and prayers. 

In this letter I would like to give you a 
glimpse of what the work in the Calvary 
Colportage consists. As your parcel has 
just arrived it is opened by one of our 
African clerks and the literature sorted 
and put away in our stock room for im- 
mediate use. Christian literature is given 
out over the counter all day long to the 
English-speaking Africans. Pastors, Sun- 
day school teachers, and school teachers 
come in from a distance and take back to 
their churches and schools bundles for 
distribution. Parcels of literature are sent 
out once a month to all who express a 
desire to receive Christian magazines. We 
send not only to those living in Nigeria 
but the Gold Coast as well. 

Almost every letter posted from here 
contains two or three tracts or booklets 
pointing out the way of salvation. 

A week of Youth for Christ meetings 
were held from 6:30 to 7:30 every eve- 
ning in an open-air cinema. There was an 
attendance of about 400 at every service. 
They had special music, a flannelgraph 
message, and the Gospel presented in clear 
and simple English. Many went forward 
at the close of each service but only 
eternity will reveal those actually won 


¢ There is real 
satisfaction and 
peace of mind in be- 
ing sure that your 
money will be used for 
the work of the Lord 
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for Him. We covet your prayers on behalf 
of these babes in Christ. In one service 
the women were specially honored and 
each received a magazine. Another night 
the children were given a Sunday school 
paper, and so on throughout the week. 

At the back of the meeting place we 
had a book counter where paper-covered 
books by Ironside, Moody, and others could 
be obtained for about 20c. 

Thus we labor together with Him to 
get out the Gospel that some may be saved. 
We thank you for the part you are having 
in this work. 

Miss L. K. Best 
Calvary Colportage 
Kano, N. Nigeria 


DEAR DR BARNHOUSE: 

I have read your article on the Luther- 
ans carefully. Your magazine is devoured 
here every month. 

It is difficult for me to reconcile the 
doctrines of the Lutheran theology (so 
fine in your article) and the lives of the 
Lutherans here in Texas. You can hardly 
tell them from Roman Catholics. The 
Lutheran pastor would not sit on the same 
platform with me at Baccalaureate Serv- 
ices, yet his church puts on Sunday night 
dances. He admitted to a Baptist friend 
of mine that he ‘had preached thirty-six 
years in this same town, and could see no 
change for the better in his congregation. 

When the Lutherans had a big conven- 


¢ You are sure when you 


give through an American 
Sunday-School Union 


Assured Income Agreement 
You also have the satisfaction of 
knowing that you are not jeopar- 
dizing your own financial security. 
An ASSU Assured Income Agree- 
ment guarantees you a safe, de- 
pendable income for life. 


For full information, write Dept. ET 


American Sunday-School Union 


2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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tion here in San Antonio I turned over 
our broadcast to them for a week. They 
were the only ones who ever came in, laid 
their cigars and pipes on the window sills, 
and preached. 

What do you think of my feeble attempt 
at an explanation? Take a three-legged 
sugar bowl, and shorten any leg, and it is 
no longer level. So with the three Persons 
of the Trinity—give any one of these a 
foreshortened place in doctrine or prac- 
tice—and you have a tilted, uneven spir- 
itual life. In the case of the Lutherans, 
it is the Holy Spirit who is neglected. 

Thank you for the many fine articles. 


J.M. 


There is something very true and very 
false in what this Texas minister writes. 
My article on LUTHERAN CONTRI- 
BUTION showed the very great theologi- 
cal faithfulness of the Missouri Synod 
Lutheran - publications. This must be 
recognized, and should be a cause for joy 
to all Christians. 

What our Texas correspondent fails to 
realize is that there are great differences 
in culture and psychology among various 
groups of people, and that diverse forms 
of Christianity have grown up in different 
parts of the world which vary according 
to the background differences. In an 
Amercian Protestantism which has gone 
modernistic and humanistic in a_ great 
degree, we should thank God for the doc- 
trinal faithfulness of these Lutherans. We 
deplore, of course, the carnality that is 
manifest in some circles, but believe that 
the Lord will continue to do His work of 
growth in the hearts of all those who are 
His own. 


LELAND WANG REJOICES 

Greetings from Hong Kong. My daugh- 
ter Joyce has sent me your letter dated 
May 6th to her and the gift of $50.00 
contributed from readers of ETERNITY. 
I deeply appreciate this. My experience 
with robbers was not pleasant, but 
Romans 8:28—the Lord has richly made 
it up. See Psalm 119:61. My suffering is 
not worthy to be mentioned when we 
think of hundreds of thousands of God’s 
children going through fire and deep 
water behind the iron curtain in China. 
Some have lost their lives, their minds, 
and sorry to say some lost their faith. It 
is the greatest trial to the church in China 
since 1900, the Boxer trouble. I have said 
it two and a half years ago, and only re- 
gret my prophecy becomes true. News 
from China is so horrible that I dare not 
to write it down. Human beings can sink 
so low and become so cruel. Our only hope 
is the soon return of the Lord. 

Our Mission needs badly a_ projector 
for 35 mm color slides, and a tape voice 
recorder. Can we get a set of Dr. 
DGB’s “Portable Church?” We can use 





Use the Bible Study Rental Library for 


GUEST SPEAKERS, REGULAR or SUBSTITUTE 
TEACHERS, PRIVATE TUTORS 
to teach the Word of God 


Do you need a substitute teacher when you are away or ill? 
Is it difficult for you to obtain satisfactory guest speakers? 


Would you like to have a Bible Study Class in your church 
or home, but do not have a teacher? 


Are you hungry for real Bible study? 


The Bible Study Rental Library 
can meet these needs and many others 


Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse takes you through many chapters 
of the important Epistle to the Romans, the 24th chapter of 
Matthew, etc. Additional studies are announced regularly. 


An excellent series of 4 studies on “Why | Believe the Bible to be 
the Word of God” by R. A. Torrey covers subjects such as Fulfilled 
Prophecies, the Superiority, Depth, and Power of the Word. 


Lessons on Christian living are available by Charles H. Spurgeon, 
A. T. Pierson, Ralph L. Keiper, and others. 


The way of salvation is clearly presented in talks by D. L. Moody, 
noted evangelist; and A. C. Dixon, who served as Pastor of 
Spurgeon’s Tabernacle in London and Moody Memorial Church 
in Chicago. 


The Bible Study Rental Library brings the voices and teachings 
of prominent Bible teachers of the past and present recorded 
in life-like fashion on tape. Tape playing machines may be 
rented at a very low cost if you do not have one. Rental charges 
may later be applied to purchase of the equipment if desired. 


Send your name and address to receive a free complete list and 
information about the Bible Study Rental Library and tape play- 
ing machines. 


Write to—THE PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 


1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


@ Tape playing equipment is very simple to 
operate. The fidelity of tape recordings is 
superior to that of records. Tape recordings 
and equipment are more economical than 
records and are widely used in schools, 
churches, homes, and business for many pur- 
poses. You are invited to write for interesting 
information about recording by tape. 


it in Hong Kong and Malaya wonderfully. 
I may come to U. S. A. by middle of 
January 1953; if so, I hope to be in East 
Coast by March 1953. Please pray that the 
Lord may order my steps. Am having 
wonderful time preaching in Malaya, 
Saigon, and Hong Kong. 








Letanp WANG 











Hong Kong, Asia 
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SQUELCH 

The Saturday Evening Post, dur- 
ing the past year or so, has been 
publishing anecdotes illustrating 
**The Perfect Squelch.’’ All of them 
have been humorous, and some of 
them ‘have been thought-provoking. 
Here is one that is revealing in its 
-unmaking of the folly of the light- 
brained spouters of unbelief. 

The smart new science professor 
at the small Midwestern . college 
searcely bothered to conceal the fact 
that he was an agnostic if not an 
atheist. 

**Unless you shake off old-fash- 
ioned views and act for yourself,’’ 
he kept telling. his classes, ‘‘the 
world will leave you behind. Put- 
ting your faith in God may be all 
right, but you can’t stop there. Take 
rain making. When the farmers 
simply got down on their knees and 
prayed for rain, what did they get? 
The Dust Bowl. 

‘‘Now all they do is to send up 
a plane, drop some chemicals on a 
cloud, and it rains. No question 
about that is there?’’ 

To the professor’s surprise, a 
drawling farm boy spoke up. ‘‘Sure 
there’s a question,;’’ he said. ‘‘ Who 
furnishes the cloud ?’’ 

The answer to folly is always the 
simple expression of the fact of God. 
And when the day of judgment 
comes we shall find that every 
‘mouth is stopped and all the world 
brought guilty before God (Rom. 
3:19), with the perfect squelch that 
will silence forever every tongue 
that would argue against eternal 
truth. 
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CUP PASS FROM ME 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


One of the most widely disputed subjects in the 
study of the Bible is that of the meaning of the cup 
which Jesus Christ prayed might pass from Him. 
Three possible interpretations have been offered by 
commentators through the centuries. I believe that it 
can be shown definitely that two of them are wrong, 
and that this error is not merely in the domain of a 
common mistake, but involves depths of doctrine 
which touch even the nature of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The commonest explanation has been that the cup 
was the cross and that Jesus was asking that He 
should not go to the cross to die. If this be true, then 
never let us say again that Jesus was the Lamb 
‘‘without blemish and without spot’’ (1 Pet. 1:19). 
If Jesus came up to the moment of the cross and then 
with tears asked to be spared from going through 
with it, then He was definitely a violator of the will 
of God. We read in Hebrews that ‘‘ Wherefore when 
He cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and 
offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou 
prepared Me: In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for 
sin Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I 
come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me) 
to do Thy will, O God’’ (Heb. 10:5-7). If, then, 
having announced that He took a body in order to 
do the will of God, He prayed to escape that will, it 
ean be readily seen that there would be a serious flaw 
in the Saviour. This would be indeed a defect that 
could not be pardoned in any way by the addition of 
the qualifying phrase ‘‘Nevertheless, not My will 
but Thine be done.”’ 

Such an interpretation would also contradict the 
great passage in the Gospel of John where Jesus de- 
clared the purpose of His incarnation. On this occa- 
sion (John 12:27) Jesus said ‘‘. .. What shall I say? 
Father, save Me from this hour? but for this cause 
came I unto this hour.’’ It should be noticed that I 
have changed the punctuation from the way it is 
printed in the King James version. There should be 
no period after the statement ‘‘Father, save me from 


this hour:’’ Jesus was not in a state of fluctuatiow 


and vacillation. But when we see the phrase as ‘a 
question we can comprehend that, facing the cross, 
He repudiated any thought that He might wish to 
avoid it. In the Old Testament we read ‘‘Should 
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A humble Christian has few competitors 


such a man as I flee?’’ (Neh. 6 :11). If men could be 
that courageous, how much more the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and His statement is somewhat akin to that 
of the bold warrior who would stand his ground 
against any odds. Thus we find Jesus truly saying 
‘*What shall I say?’’ In the face of all that is about 
to come upon Me, shall I say ‘‘Father, save Me from 
this hour?’’ And the next clause comes as though it 
were paraphrased from ‘‘What a. preposterous 
thought—the very purpose of My coming was that 
I might die, how then could I say, ‘Father, save Me 
from this hour.’ It was for this cause that I came to 
this hour.’”’ 

It is stated in one of the Gospels ‘‘. . . He stead- 
fastly set His face to go to Jerusalem’’ (Lk. 9:51). 
Not only was this true for the short journey at the 
time, it was true from the very throne of Heaven: 
‘*Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: But made Himself of 
no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And 
being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross’’ (Phil. 2:6-8). It is certain, then, that 
He left Heaven with the cross in view and never had 
any other idea than that of fulfilling the atoning 
death. This is why He said to Zacchaeus ‘‘For the 
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which is 
lost’’ (Lk. 19:10). And this is why He said in an- 
other place ‘‘. . . The Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life 
a ransom for many’’ (Mk. 10:45). To think for even 
one moment that the Lord Jesus Christ trembled on 
the brink of suffering, and that He shrank back from 
the thought of dying, is beyond imagination in the 
light of the knowledge of His grace and the wonders 
of His character. 

It is!true that there was to be suffering, and He 
knew this. In fact, He had written it down in the Old 
Testament. The 22d Psalm depicted the horrors of 
the cross and the 53d chapter of Isaiah set Him forth 
as the suffering Lamb. It is in that great chapter He 
says ‘‘He shall see of the travail of His soul, and 
shall be satisfied’’ (Isa. 53:11). The use of the ‘word 
‘‘travail’’ is taken from obstetrics. It is the equiva- 
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lent of saying that just as a mother 
is willing to go through the pangs 
of childbirth in order to bring forth 
a son, and as Christ Himself said 

. . She remembereth no more the 
anguish, for joy that a man is born 
into the world’’ (John 16:21), so 
the Lord Jesus Christ said that He 
was willing to go through the 
travail of the cross in order to bring 
to birth those who would put their 
trust in Him. 

How astonishing in the light of 
this to hear a noted liberal preacher 
speak on this wise ‘‘In times of 
trouble, men are always convinced 
that things are really worse than 
they are. Elijah, under the juniper 
tree, was convinced that he was the 
only man left who was faithful to 
the Lord. It was necessary for him 
to receive a divine revelation that 
there were 7,000 who had not bowed 
the knee to Baal. Likewise, Jesus 
trembled in the garden in the face 
of death, shrank back from the 
horror of it, and on the cross 
thought that He had been forsaken 
by God, when in reality God was 
never more with Him than at that 
time.*’ Here is a total failure to 
recognize the inner reality of the 
meaning of Christ’s death and the 
nature of His holy being. Our Lord 
was not a coward. Our Lord did 
not shrink from death. Our Lord did 
not for even one moment fear to go 
to the cross and die. The cross had 
been His eternal destination and He 
would never have traveled the long 
road of the inearnation for the pur- 
pose of dying only to give way at 
the last moment. Such a thought, 
and such an action, would have 
rendered Him forever ineligible to 
be the sin-bearer. 

A second interpretation of the 
eup is equally false and yet it is 
more deceptive. I can speak very 
frankly of it because in my early 
ministry I held the theory I am 
about to set forth and published it 
as an explanation of the cup and the 
prayer for the will of God. I later 
publicly repudiated the idea, and 
do so again. 

This second idea is that Jesus 
Christ was praying to be saved from 
a premature death in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, at the hands of Satan 
or through some weakness of the 
flesh. Everything that we have set 
forth in our first section was 
understood by those who brought 
forth this second explanation as an 
attempt to meet the problem. In 
pulling away from the errors which 
we have indicated, we fell into even 
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greater error. In the story of Jesus 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, we 
are told that He prayed ‘‘with 
strong crying and tears unto Him 
that was able to save Him from 
death, and was heard in that He 
feared’’ (Heb. 5:7). The strong 
crying and tears are recorded in 
the Gospels. The prayer is recorded 
in the Gospels. He was saved from 
death, the epistle to the Hebrews 
says, and therefore we must find out 
what death He was saved from. 

It was a medical doctor, I believe, 
who brought forth an idea based 
upon the bloody sweat that Jesus ex- 
perienced in the Garden of Gethsem- 
ane. Medical records were searched 
and cases of such rupture of surface 
blood vessels were found to be the 
result of agony so great that the 
frailty of the human system could 
not stand the pressure, and in every 
case known to medical science the 
victim had succumbed. The idea was 
then advanced that Jesus in the 
Garden was in great agony of soul 
because He was about to be made 
sin. The Devil was there tempting 
Him and Christ was so weak that 
He was about to die. The ery ‘‘O My 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me: nevertheless not as 
I will, but as Thou wilt,’’ would 
then be interpreted to mean the fol- 
lowing: Jesus feels life slipping 


from Him. He realizes that He 
could not be the sin-bearer unless 
He died on the cross. To die in the 
garden from weakness would not 
effect the redemption of sinners 
which He had come to perform. It 
might be necessary for Him to be 
taken back to Heaven thus in death 
and to come once more to earth and 
go through the whole trying experi- 
ence, with the possibility before 
Him, of course, that it would issue 
once more in weakness and in pre- 
mature death. 

On the surface, this easy hypoth- 
esis seemed acceptable because it did 
away with the false doctrine de- 
manded by the first and most com- 
mon explanation. But it also denies 
many categorical statements of 
Scripture. Jesus Christ said ‘‘No 
man taketh it from Me, but I lay 
it down of Myself. I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again’’ (John 10:18). To 
say for a moment that He could 
have died unwillingly would mean 
that there is a power greater than 
God who could touch even the 
Saviour at the time of the atone- 
ment. This would invalidate every- 
thing in the work of Christ. 

While Jesus was weak as a man, 
He was strong as God. In every 
part of the narrative of His death, 

(Continued on page 39) 








WHAT IS MEEKNESS? Many people have a totally wrong idea, and they can 
learn the true meaning by listening to the jockeys and horse-trainers after a 
horse race. The horse that wins the race is “the meekest on the track.” This 
means that he is the horse that is most under control, the horse that responds 
the most quickly to the jockey’s guidance. The self-willed horse, the factious 
horse, is frequently left at the post, and when he does get started, though 
he may run faster than some of the others, he does not finish with the 


leaders because he was not meek. 


in the Word of God meekness is presented to us as a vertical virtue, not a 
horizontal virtue. Meekness is the way a man stands before God, and when 
he stands thus meek, even as Moses was more meek than any man (Num. 
12:3), and able to stand bold before Pharoah, he is bolder than any man. 
This is why the meek shall inherit the earth. 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


CHINA AND THE WESTERN POWERS 

The most important book to ap- 
pear on modern China has just been 
published in London: C.. P. Fitzger- 
ald: Revolution in China. Cresset 
Press. Evernity Book Service, 
$4.00. The following review, taken 
from the London Times shows the 
importance of the work: 

‘* Before Professor Fitzgerald took 
up his present post as Reader in 
lar Eastern History in the Austral- 
ian National University, his claim 
to rank among the very few western 
sinologists whose work is of first- 
rate importance to statesmen con- 
cerned with China was well estab- 
lished. This book will add to his 
reputation ; it is the most important 
contribution that has so far ap- 
peared in the English language on 
the origin, nature, and behaviour 
of the Chinese People’s Republic. 

‘Tt is clear, logical, and conclu- 
sive, imbued with something of the 
remorseless finality of a scientific 
demonstration. It is certain to be 
hotly attacked by many people, es- 
pecially in the United States and 
also perhaps in this country, whose 
prejudices will incline them to dis- 
count the formidable equipment 
which Professor Fitzgerald brings 
to his task—a profound knowledge 
of China’s past, a good working 
acquaintance with Mandarin, close 
study at first hand of the doctrine 
and aims of the Chinese Communist 
party, and the unprejudiced obser- 
vation of a trained historian. 

‘The first five chapters are devot- 
ed to the pathology of revolutionary 
movements in China’s past. They 
lead to the conclusion that no revo- 
lution has ever succeeded unless it 
commands the sympathy both of the 
Mandarinate and the peasantry. 
One alone does not suffice; both are 
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needed. The part that xenophobia 
has always played is carefully esti- 
mated; the failure of Christianity 
to play any significant part after 
the erushing of the T’ai P’ing re- 
bellion is set out with remorseless 
logic. The Communists have suc- 
ceeded less because they are inno- 
vators than because they have estab- 
lished a regime which is entirely in 
conformity with Chinese political 
tradition. The new hierarchy has 
replaced the Mandarinate of the old 
Empire ; they are the same group of 
people who have governed China for 
the past two thousand years. Al- 
though the New Democracy is not 
democratic, it is essentially Chinese. 

‘*In the remaining chapters of this 
book the author analyzes the atti- 
tude of the People’s Republic to- 
ward the western Powers and shows 
that this too is essentially in line 
with China’s traditional outlook. 
Much of what Professor Fitzgerald 
has written makes bitter reading 
for those who cherish the hope that 
the Communist revolution can be 
undone, as well as for those who 
believe that the China which they 
knew and loved is only passing 
through some temporary and un- 
important eclipse. The author does 
not agree. As he sees it, the People’s 
Republic is here to stay precisely 
because it conforms to the condi- 
tions which Chinese history shows 
are essential for any stable polity in 
China. In his view, it promises to 
be the instrument creating the 
‘*strong, united, and independent 
China’’ which the western Powers 
have always said they wanted. Now 
that this has come, unfortunately 
for themselves, they do not like it. 
Even so, after Professor Fitzgerald’s 
masterly exposition, they have no 
excuse for failing to understand it.’’ 
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Realism demands that we under- 
stand the truth which is set forth in 
this review, and to realize that the 
Chinese revolution is something that 
is here to stay. 


ELECTIONS AND TV 

Some months ago we pointed out 
that the advent of television would 
make a profound change in the 
United States, and that part of the 
change would be for the better. We 
spoke of the fact that TV had 
shocked the people at the time of 
the Kefauver investigations and 
had entered politics for good. We 
stated that TV would play a great 
part in the conventions and elec- 
tions this year. It can be said at the 
present time that Eisenhower was 
not nominated by the Republicans 
as much as he was nominated by 
TV. The cameras poked their lenses 
everywhere. There were no more 
smoke-filled rooms and voices from 
the sewers. The Taft attempt to 
steal votes in Texas caused a re- 
vulsion’ throughout the nation and 
the moral conscience was so aroused 
that the nomination of Eisenhower 
was pushed through in spite of the 
political bosses. We must not forget 
that the Democratic party has been 
the party of corruption during the 
past twenty years. It has been com- 
posed of the dominant Roman 
Catholic leaders in the northern 
cities, the labor union leaders, and 
the Tammany - Prendergast - Hague 
type of ward leaders. The figures 
are very important. 


Democrats Republicans 


1932 22,821,857 15,761,841 
1936 27,476,673 16,679,583 
1940 97,243,466 22,304,755 
1944 25,602,505 22,006,278 
1948 24,105,695 21,969,170 


(Continued on page 29) 
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THE ENGLISH BIBLE: 


The “Authorized” Version and its Influence 


F the Authorized Version’ of the Bible be the first 
English classic, as seems by all competent authori- 
ties to be allowed, two inquiries suggest themselves: 

first, what is meant when it is called a classic, and, 
secondly, what are the qualities that entitle it to be 
ranked as the first classic in English? In other words, 
it will be necessary first to examine the Bible as litera- 
ture, irrespective of any translation whatever; and, 
secondly, to examine its diction in the standard English 
translation, in order to see whether the choice of words, 
the mold of sentences and the harmonious disposition 
of sound are such as deserve the highest praise, in 
comparison with the choicest productions of native 
English genius. 

These two inquiries, however—the one into the 
nature of the Bible considered as literature, and the 
other into the nature of the English in which our 
standard version is written—will, of necessity, imply 
some consideration of the successive stages by which 
what we call the Bible grew into being, and of the 
successive stages by which the English of our Bible 
was gradually selected, imbued with the proper mean- 
ings and associations, and ordered into a fit medium for 
the conveyance of the high thoughts and noble emo- 
tions in which the original abounds. Especially is it 
true of our second inquiry that no adequate conception 
of the language employed in the Jacobean version can 
be formed, save through at least a brief survey of the 
series of English translations which led up to it. Their 
indebtedness to their predecessors is recognized most 
clearly by the translators of the Authorized Version, 
who say in their preface: 


Truly, good Christian reader, we never thought, from the 
beginning, that we should need to make a new translation, 
nor yet to make of a bad one a good one; ... but to make a 
good one better, or out of many good ones one principal good 
one, not justly to be excepted against—that hath been our 
endeavour, that our mark. 

THE CHARACTER OF THE BIBLE 

The Bible is not distinctively an intellectual achieve- 
ment. Like all other great works of literature, it springs 
from, and addresses, human nature as a whole. It has 
no more to do with intellect than with sensibility, 
imagination, or will. In fact, if it be more concerned 
with one of these faculties than another, sensibility, 





1 Notwithstanding the current use of this term, the Jacobean 
revision was never publicly authorized by parliament or con- 
vocation, privy council or king. The acceptance which it has 
enjoyed has been won chiefly on its merits. 
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the sphere of the emotions, is the one that has pre- 
eminence over the rest. 

. The character of the Bible as a whole is best under- 
stood by regarding the Old Testament as its representa- 
tive, and devoting attention primarily to that. The 
Hebraic temper, and the achievements of the Hebrew 
genius give the Bible a unique place among books; and 
these racial traits were much less subject to modifica- 
tion by alien influences—such as that of Greek culture— 
in the period covered by the Old Testament, than dur- 
ing the epoch-in which the composition of the New 
Testament was effected. Much of the difficulty, for 
example, encountered in the adequate rendering of St. 
Paul’s epistles into another tongue is due to elements 
in his writing which are not common to him and the 
writers of the Old Testament, but belong specifically 
to him as one who had received a tincture of Greek 
learning, which, in modifying his thought, had also 
modified his speech. The.tone of the Bible, then, is 
given to it by the Old Testament, which, therefore, may 
be considered as the type of the whole. 

Its themes are the greatest that literature can treat. 
They may be reduced to three—God, man, and the 
physical universe. The physical universe is regarded 
as subordinate and even subject, to man, within the 
measure of his capacity and needs, while man, in his 
turn, is subject to God. The visible creation reveals the 
wisdom, power and skill of its Maker. Man’s constitu- 
tion being related to that of the world about him, he 
finds in the latter provision for his physical wants, and 
a certain satisfaction, falling, however, short of the 
highest, for his spiritual cravings. The relations of one 
human being to another, and of all spiritual existences 
among themselves, are partly matters of positive ordi- 
nance, and partly to be inferred from their relations to 
God. God is represented as desiring to draw man into 
closer and closer union with Himself, or as restoring 
man to his original condition of friend and trustful 
child. Such eventual and complete restoration is to be 
effected through the agency of the Hebrew people, but 
particularly of certain leaders—patriarchs, prophets, 
and others—who, accordingly, are made the subjects of 
more or less extended biographies. 

Speaking generally, the three species of literature in 
the Old Testament, succeeding one another in the order 
of time, are: narrative, poetry—chiefly lyrical—and 
prophecy. In the New Testament, the epistles may be 
said to represent prophecy, and the Revelation to be 

(Continued on page 33) 
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IRATE tales, treasure chests, towering fortresses 
and a great wall make the city of Cartegena the 
tourist center of Colombia, South America. The 

Spanish conquerors encircled old Cartagena with a 
thick, high, durable wall to protect their gold, silver, 
and other precious booty from roving marauders. 
For years this great wall has resisted the wind, 
storms and elements of nature and today in many 
places it is'in as good condition as when it was built 
three hundred years ago at a fabulous cost. 

It reminds one of that ancient city of palm trees, 
Jericho, and Joshua’s experience with that gigantic 
wall. 

However, there are other walls in Cartagena and 
Colombia which one cannot see with the natural eye. 
They are the invisible barriers that have done their 
work so long in holding in the old and keeping out 
the new. Many of these walls are equally thick, high, 
and durable, and have stubbornly resisted the whole- 
hearted reception of the Gospel of the grace of God. 


Wall of Tradition. First, I think of the wall of 
tradition representing those who are satisfied with 
the old way: those whose aristocratic backgrounds 
are steeped in tradition, culture, and wealth. They 
say, rather disinterestedly, ‘‘Why should we change? 


Philip D. Gendreau, N. Y. 


We have always believed this way, and we do not 
care to change, thank you.’’ The Biblical Christ 
challenges their traditional faith and they shrug Him 
off as being the Protestant, heretical Christ. 


Wall of Curiosity. On the other hand, there is 
the wall of curiosity—novelty seekers want to hear 
something new, and will give the message a ready 
hearing, but then turn away just as quickly to follow 
some new face. 

Let us step aboard our Gospel launch and go up 
the river to any shore town. By visitation, tracts, and 
music, a meeting is announced for that evening and 
a throng attend. Perhaps several hundred are there 
and our hearts are thrilled. Many raise their hands 
for prayer and profession of faith. 

We decide to stay for several days and then we 
notice to our dismay that the crowds are dwindling, 
interest is waning—the novelty seekers have had 
their fill and as the message of discipleship, ‘‘He that 
would come after Me, must take up his cross and 
follow Me,’’ is brought, the weight of the cross de- 
mands too much and ‘‘They follow Him no more.”’ 
C. T. Studd’s statement comes back to us, ‘‘It is easy 
to make Christians, but costs your life’s blood to 
make saints.’’ ? 


The friends of Jesus are never lonely 
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Is the Latin American superficial and shallow 
without any real depth? No, for no one nation, color, 
or race is any more responsive to the message of 
grace than any other. ‘‘God hath made of one blood 
all nations.’’ Perhaps it is because there are too few 
second generation Christians in Colombia. They have 
too little spiritual background, no great Christian 
heritage to fall back upon. The Gospel plow has not 
been there long enough to break up the fallow ground 
for the seed to be planted deep in the fertile sub- 
terranean soil. 


Wall of Indifference. There is a third barrier that 
seems to be everywhere, although especially in the 
coastal tropical areas—indifference. ‘‘So what?’’ 
‘*What difference does it make?’’ Nothing seems to 
really arouse—pictures, movies, radio, campaigns 
stir the surface, but deep interest is rare. Most of the 
multitudes are not erying out pathetically for the 
Gospel. It is not that they do not need it, but they 
do not know what they want. 

One talented, successful young pastor went to 
Colombia with the idea that the Saviour would be 
received with open arms if somebody would only tell 
them. He was met with stones, persecution, and in- 
difference and it took him years to adjust to reality. 
There are some ‘‘prairie fire areas’’ where great 
gains have been made in our southern hemisphere, 
but by and large it has been the two or three here and 
there who have been won and make up the tiny con- 
gregations. The great masses of Colombia remain 
untouched and disinterested in the full salvation that 
Christ offers. 

This is the wall that saps a missionary’s spirit and 


Watson—from Gendreau, N.Y. 
THE PALACE OF THE INQUISITION—CARTAGENA 
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breaks his heart. This is the real strain of missionary 
work. : ; 


Wall of Immorality. Did you know that at least . 
25 per cent of the eleven million people in Colombia 
are illegitimate? And that this figure runs up to 50 
per cent in Panama and even higher in some other 
republics? On your Colombian income tax you can 
claim all of your illegitimate children for exemption 
if you like. There is little social stigma connected 
with this widespread, almost accepted practice. 

Promiscuity among young people is deemed a 
necessity and looked upon as satisfying a natural 
appetite. Venereal disease is rampant in the colleges 
and universities. Recently when the United States 
Marines visited Cartagena, decent girls all kept off 
the streets after dark, and the local houses of sin 
were filled. 

How does this militate against the progress of the 
Gospel? ‘‘And this‘is the condemnation, that light 
has come into the world and men love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil. For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.’’ 

When the light comes in, darkness is dispelled. 
Men hate the Gospel because they love the works of 
sin. 

Ralph, a young university student, professed to 
have intellectual questions which would have to be 
answered before he made his stand for Christ. After 
we had talked with him for hours at different times 
and prayed with him, he said, ‘‘I believe your reli- 
gion is the true one, but if I accept it, I have to let 
women go out of my life, and I don’t want to do it.’’ 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Leaving out of consideration the family name 
which a new-born child will naturally inherit, we 
would find it to be most interesting if we knew why 
individuals were given the particular name by which 
they are known. 

It is said that the American Indian took his new- 
born babe to the door of his tent at a certain time 
after its birth, and whatever object first greeted its 
eye became the name of the child, accounting for 
what are to us very strange names indeed, such as 
Rain Cloud or Sitting Bull! 

Children are frequently named after some rela- 
tive or some dear friend. A son will frequently receive 
the name of his father, and thus become John, Jr., 
for example. Or the child may be given the name of 
some celebrity—a national hero, perhaps—or that 
of a public benefactor. Many a father has been proud 
to name his son George Washington, in honor of the 
first President of our country, wherefore the combi- 
nation of the initials G. W. so frequently observed. 

The names of Bible characters may have been 
given for any one of the reasons just indicated, but 
there are many reasons to believe that godly Hebrew 
parents preferred to confer upon their children names 
that had a spiritual significance—names which ex- 
pressed a spiritual ideal, thus furnishing their 
children something to live up to; to inspire them to 
noble action, to faith and hope in difficult times, and 
to confidence and trust in God, whose name appears 
as one of the elements in many compound names of 
persons in the Old and in the New Testaments, such 
as Daniel, Nehemiah, Timothy, ete. 

For the Hebrew, a man’s name was closely related 
to his personality and character. For that reason it 
was a serious matter if one took the ‘‘name’’ of God 
in vain. It is interesting to know that, according to 
the Hebrew way of thinking, the name Jehovah must 
not touch human lips, so that in the reading of the 
Hebrew Old Testament, or of the Hebrew prayer- 
book and ritual, the word Adonai is substituted. This 
Hebrew word means Lord, and in the Greek transla- 
tion of the Hebrew Old Testament, known as the 
Septuagint; the word Kyrios (Lord) is used for 
Jehovah, and in the Latin Bible, known as the Vul- 
gate, Dominus (Lord) is used for that name. This 
will explain why in our King James text Jehovah is 


12 What's the name of your God? 





YIBLE NAMES 
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always represented by LORD, printed in four capital 
letters, to differentiate it from the word Lord, with 
only one capital letter, used to translate the word 
Adon or Adonai in the Hebrew text. 

In Psalm 110:1 we find both LORD and Lord, for 
in this Messianic Psalm the Father (LORD) is ad- 
dressing His Son, David’s ‘‘Lord’’ Jesus, (also his 
**son,’’ according to the flesh, whence the argument 
involved in Mt. 22 :41-46). 

It, is always helpful to observe this word ‘‘Lord’’ 
in. the Messianic passages of the Old Testament. 
Notice its occurrence in Psalm 2:4, Psalm 22:30, and 
in Isaiah 6:1, 8, and 11. It will be helpful to think 
of this word ‘‘Lord’’ in these passages as referring to 
the Lord Jesus. John’s reference to Isaiah 6 in his 
Gospel (12:41) is more than interesting in this con- 
nection, for he says that Isaiah beheld Jesus amid 
the glory of His Father’s throne. 

The fact that among the Hebrews the name was 
closely related to the personality of the one bearing 
it will help us to understand why at a certain crisis 
in the life of a person his name was changed. Some- 
times it was because of a change in the character of 
the ifidividual, as in Genesis 32:28 the name of Jacob 
is changed to Israel, or, because of a new relationship 
to God’s plan and purposes, as in the case of Abram 
and Sarai, whose names were changed to Abraham 
and Sarah as the token of a new relationship involved 
in a coyenant which God was making with them 
(Gen. 17:5 and 15). 

We may reasonably believe that Saul of the New 
Testament (meritioned for the first time in Acts 
7:58) was so named by his father in honor of the 
first king of Israel, and quite plausibly so, indeed, 
because-both were of the same tribe, that of Benjamin 
(see 1 Sam. 9:1-2 and Phil. 3:5). 

In the latter reference Paul speaks of himself not 
only as of the tribe of Benjamin, of the stock of 
Israel, ard as an Hebrew of the Hebrews, probably 
meaning that both of his parents were Hebrews, but 
in Acts 22:3 he also speaks of himself as a Jew, 
which at first reading may seem strange, since the 


word Jew is derived from the name of the tribe of 
Judah. How could he then be a Jew in view of his 


statement that he was of the tribe of Benjamin? As 
a member of the tribe of Benjamin he would natu- 
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rally be an Israelite and a Hebrew, but how could 
he seriously call himself a Jew, we ask again. 


The answer to the question is evidently to be found 
in 1 Kings 12:21, where we read that, when the 
kingdom was divided into the northern kingdom of 
Israel, consisting of ten tribes, and the southern 
kingdom of Judah, the comparatively small tribe of 
Benjamin joined the tribe of Judah. 


Benjamin was thus so closely affiliated with Judah 
that one of the tribe of Benjamin could reasonably 
describe himself as not only an Israelite and a 
Hebrew, but also as a Jew. 


Saul was his Hebrew name. We do not know 
whether his parents gave him a second name, Paul, 
at the same time. Since the family was living in 
Tarsus, a city in the important province of Cilicia in 
Asia Minor, it would not be unlikely for Jews living 
there to have a second, Gentile, name in conformity 
with their Gentile environment. 


There are those who think that Saul assumed the 
mame Paul as he was entering the Gentile world at 
the beginning of his first missionary journey, for at 
Acts 13:9 Saul and Barnabas are on the island of 
Cyprus dealing with the deputy of the island, Sergius 
Paulus, and with the sorcerer Elymas, Satan’s tool 
to hinder Paul’s preaching. We read in this verse, 
in connection with the conversion of the deputy, that 
Saul is also called Paul. It would be interesting to 
know whether the name was suggested by that of the 
deputy. It is not unreasonable to believe that the 
Gentile name Paul, rather than the Hebrew name 
Saul, would afford him a more ready entree into 
Gentile communities and groups. 


Saul, as a Hebrew word (the original form is 
Shaul; see Gen. 46:10) means ‘‘asked for,’’ the 
passive participle of the Hebrew verb, shaal, ‘‘to 
ask.’’ Paul is a Latin name, the adjective paulus, 
meaning ‘‘little.’’ We wonder whether he was think- 
ing of the meaning of his name when in Ephesians 
3:8 he speaks of himself as ‘‘less than the least’’ of 
all saints, a fourth degree of comparison of the ad- 
jective ‘‘little.’’ 

Paul coins an interesting form of the Greek ad- 
jective to express this idea, adding a comparative 
ending to the superlative form of the adjective, 
represented literally by the impossible English form, 
‘“Jeaster.’’ 

There were three major languages spoken in Pales- 
tine in New Testament times, as we learn from the 
fact that the inscription on the cross was written in 
the three official languages: Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin (John 19:20). The three major languages 
there today are Hebrew, Arabic, and English. 


Many Hebrews in their everyday conversation 
used the Aramaic dialect, which was related to the 
Hebrew as today the Pennsylvania German dialect 
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is related to the literary German. This linguistic ’ 
phenomenon, with respect to Hebrew, Greek, Latin, 
and Aramaic in Palestine may be understood by noting 
that also in Switzerland today we find three major 
languages, German, French, and Italian, together 
with certain dialects, such as Swiss German and 
Romansh. 


Because of the fact that Palestine is situated at 
‘the crossroads of the world,’’ one can today hear 
many different languages spoken in that land, besides 
the so-called major or official languages, such as 
French, Armenian, Spanish, Russian, etc. 


Returning now to New Testament times, we find 
that a number of persons had two, or even three, 
names, representing the different languages then in 
use in Palestine. 


In John 1:42 we read of Simon (another form is 
Simeon, as in Acts 15:14) whom we know better as 
Peter (Acts 15:7), and better still, as Simon Peter 
(John 1:40). Jesus addresses him at their first meet- 
ing as Simon, the son of Jona (John 1:42 Called 
Simon Barjona in Mt. 16:17), adding that ‘‘thou 
shalt be called Cephas,’’ an Aramaic word, which is 
by interpretation, ‘‘a stone,’’ or Petros (that is, 
Peter) in the Greek text. Thus this well-known 
apostle has three names, Simon (a Hebrew word), 
Peter (the Greek word for a stone), and Cephas (an 
Aramaic word, also meaning a stone). 


In Matthew 16:18 Jesus is evidently playing on 
the name of Peter, when He says: ‘‘Thou art Petros 
(masculine form), and upon this petra (feminine 
form) I will build My church.’’ This would lead us to 
believe that Jesus is not going to build His church 
on Peter (Petros) but on his confession of Christ as 
the Son of the living God, the ‘‘rock’’ (petra) foun- 
dation of all true Christian faith and belief. 


(Continued on page 48) 





H. W. Cragg told a story at Keswick one year of how he had found 
the heart of a process in the Christian life. He was waiting upon 
God, looking long and hard at a text on which he was to preach. He 
was not satisfied with his message. The text was Ephesians 6:12, “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world.” He looked 
at the word WRESTLE, and that was what he was doing. Then in a 


wRESTLe 


flash he saw something in the word he had never seen before. Quickly 
he wrote it down in block letters—WRESTLE. Underlining four of the 
letters he brought out the fact that the word REST was there in the 
heart of the longer word. There, indeed, is the secret of the triumph of 
the Christian life. Even though we are called upon to wrestle, we will 
have lost the point if we do it in an agony. We will do it best by 
resting in Christ and His victory. 


There is joy in following Jesus 18 
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BLAIKLOCK 


THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS 


CHAPTER III 





“WATCH THE DOGS” 

VERSES 1-3 
For the rest, my brethren, rejoice 
in the Lord. To continue writing 
the same things to you is not irk- 
some to me, while for you it is safe. 
(And so I say), ‘‘Watch the dogs, 
watch the evil doers, watch the 
mutilation.’’ For we are the cir- 
cumcision, we who worship by the 
Spirit of God, and exult in Jesus 
Christ, and have no firm confidence 
in the flesh. 


**The same things’’ which Paul 
considers it ‘‘safe policy’’ to keep 
repeating (the infinitive has con- 
tinuous force) are probably the in- 
junctions to stern watchfulness 
which follow, rather than the ex- 
hortation to rejoicing which opens 
the chapter. Paul is probably re- 
ferring to a previous epistle. The 
objects of Paul’s indignation are 
the Judaizers, those continual sabo- 
teurs of Paul’s free and universal 
Gospel. He could hardly call them 
harder names. The dog, in spite of 
the tender story of Argos who waited 
twenty years for Odysseus and died 
of joy, had a poor reputation in the 
ancient world. He was considered a 
shameless, impure, and cunning 
beast. The ‘‘mutilation’’ is a par- 
ody. Paul deliberately uses a differ- 
ent prepositional prefix with the 
root of the word for ‘‘cireumci- 
sion,’’ making a word which might 
admit of a cruder translation than 
the one given. Paul is expressing 
his complete contempt for a materi- 
alistic interpretation of the covenant 
sign. If the ancient rite Icst its 
spiritual significance, what was it 
but damage to the body? 

In verse 3 there is a variant read- 
ing. According as a genitive or a 
dative is read for the word 
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‘*God,’’ the phrase may be trans- 
lated ‘‘who worship by the Spirit 
of God’’ or ‘‘who worship God ‘in 
spirit.’’ Rom. 1:9 and John 4:23, 
24 are arguments for the second 
reading and rendering. The first is 
retained in the translation because 
there seems, if anything, a very 
slight balance of MS evidence in 
favor of it. 

What is ‘‘the flesh’’ in which 
Paul has ‘‘no firm confidence’’? 
Calvin defined it as ‘‘all that is out 
of Christ.’’ ‘‘It equals self,’’ says 
Moule. The word is obviously a con- 
venient opposite for spirit. It in- 
eludes all that which is of man’s 
effort, his unsanctified ambition, his 
natural lust for self-assertion. In 
sich lies the negation of all reli- 
gion as the following verses show. 
‘*The flesh’’ makes the very practice 
and ritual of a faith the vehicle of 
pride, and self finds its ugliest arro- 
gance in a confidence based on 
ceremonial and caste. As Paul shows, 
a true view of God reveals all such 
fancied merit as the soiled and re- 
pulsive thing it is. 


A PHARISEE’S CONFESSION 
VERSES 3-11 
And yet I am one who might have 
such confidence. If any man pre- 
sumes to base his confidence upon 
the flesh, I more. I was eight days 
old when I was circumcised, of the 
race of Israel and the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, a Hebrew of purest descent, 
a Pharisee in the matter of the law, 
in zeal persecuting the Church, as 
:egards the righteousness that is in 
the law, I was blameless. But those 
things I might have counted gain, 
I have counted as loss for the sake 
of that surpassing thing, the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have forfeited every- 
thing, and count it refuse, if so I 


may be found in Him, without legal 
iighteousness to call my own, but 
with the righteousness that comes 
through faith in Christ, the right- 
eousness, in other words, that comes 
from God because of faith, that I 
may know Him, the power of His 
resurrection and the partnership of 
His sufferings, conforming ever to 
His death, if in any way I may 
attain to the resurrection of the 
dead. 


This passionate passage reveals 
the soul of Paul. No Nicodemus, no 
Rich Young Ruler, could have done 
more than he to win the merit the 
blind found in religion. He met 
Christ, and before the surpassing 
glory of such love and holiness Paul 
saw his life and imagined worth for 
the sorry thing it was. There is 
little that calls for comment until 
the end. What does Paul mean by 
what he describes as a conformation 
to the death of Christ? He means 
something like this. The cross filled 
the life of the Lord. It has been well 
remarked that the center of gravity 
of the New Testament is at Cal- 
vary and not Bethlehem. The life 
of Christ remains the challenge 
which ethies of the Christian reli- 
gion must ever regard. The death of 
Christ .is the center of its theology. 
There is a sense in which the death 
of no saint or martyr can match or 
imitate the death of Christ. Christ 
was the Redeemer. His death had a 
significance which the death of Paul 
could never have. It was ‘‘for 
others,’’ ‘‘the just for the unjust.’’ 
There is nevertheless a sense in 
which the Christian can imitate his 
Master—not in the hysteria of self- 
sought martyrdom, as many did in 
ancient persecutions—but in the 
spirit of sacrifice and self-immola- 
tion. Christ went to the cross in 
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obedience. All that was of his hu- 
manity was crucified by His own 
hands, hours before the Roman 
nails, in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
If a man is to be ‘‘made conformable 
to the death of Christ’’ it can only 
be by the imitation in feeble wise of 
such surrender. ‘‘Faith in Christ,’’ 
says someone, ‘‘carries man through 
the crises of the Christ.’’ That is 
what Paul means. The spirit of the 
cross is to dominate his days. He 
has, using the accountant’s meta- 
phor which runs through these last 
two chapters, ‘‘counted as loss’’ all 
human merit. He does the same with 
life itself. He writes off comfort, 
pleasure, ambition, eager only to 
‘‘be like Him”’ in sacrifice, un- 
selfishness, in martyrdom if need be, 
in love, and final victory. His object 
and goal is final perfection on the 
Resurrection Day, to which by every 
means he strives. That is what his 
last phrase means. It does not con- 
tain doubt as to the issue. 


CHARIOTS OF LIFE 

VERSES 12-16 
Not that I have already won the 
prize, or already reached perfection, 
but I press on that I may lay firm 
hands on that for which the Lord 
laid hands on me. Brethren, I do 
not count myself to have done this, 
but this one thing, forgetting those 
things which lie behind, and stretch- 
ing out to those which lie before, I 
make for the mark, towa-d the prize 
of the upward calling of God in 
Jesus His Anointed. Those of us 
who are mature, let us think like 
this. And if you think otherwise 
God will also reveal this to you. One 
thing only matters—keep the same 
path, to the point we have already 
reached. 


This passage is uncommonly 
difficult to translate adequately. We 
shall look first at the latter half of 
verse 12. The phrase runs literally, 
“if I may also grasp that for which 
I was even grasped by Christ.’’ He 
means ‘‘I bend every passionate 
effort of my spirit to this single 
end—to fulfill the purpose of the 
Damascus Road.’’ Christ has a pur- 
pose and a plan in laying hold of 
any one of us. Our task in the blessed 
partnership of God and man is to 
find the direction of that purpose, 
the outline of the plan. 
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An ideal ceases to be an ideal once 
it is attained. That is what Paul 
means in the words which open 
verse 13. There is emphasis in the 
words which is difficult to reproduce 
in translation. ‘‘I’’ and ‘‘myself’’ 
could be underlined. ‘‘I do not think 
that I myself have won this ob- 
ject.’’ Much less, then, by inference, 
should anyone in Philippi imagine 
he or she has attained perfection. 
The sentence is a gentle hint to a 
group in the church which views 
human nature with too uncritical an 
eye. 


He continues elliptically as in 
verse 16. ‘‘But this one thing,’’ he 
says. We may supply the words 
**T do.’’ And with the phrase Paul 
introduces his magnificent simile of 
the Roman chariot race. Such a race 
is vividly described in Ben Hur. 
Paul pictres himself in the chariot, 
bent over the curved rail which 
reached to the thighs, and against 
which the charioteer’s knees were 
firmly pressed. With the long reins 
bound round and round his waist, 
and with arms outstretched and 
body tensely bent over the horses’ 
backs, the charioteer in this most 
dangerovs and exciting of sports 
was at the mercy of his team’s sure 
feet, and his own fine driving skill. 
That is what Paul means by 
‘“stretching forward.’’ What a com- 
ment in our easy-going religion and 
slothful ways is this vigorous pic- 
tyre of life as the great apostle saw 
it! 

He forgets, in the intense concen- 
tration of the race, ‘‘the things be- 
hind.’’ So the Greek runs, quite 
literally. The phrase occurs once 
more in the New Testament. In 
John 6:66 we read that ‘‘many 
went back and walked no longer 
with Him.’’ The Greek runs, ‘‘many 
went to the things behind.’’ Here 
then are the two attitudes. No back- 
ward glance was possible for the 
Roman charioteer. The race de- 
manded too much. And Christ ever 
‘steps out ahead.’’ To go to ‘‘the 
things behind’’ is inevitably ‘‘to 
walk no longer with Him.’’ 


‘*So,’’ says verse 15, ‘‘let vs look 
on life.’’ ‘‘Perhaps,’’ he continues, 
(and do we sense a touch of im- 
patience?) ‘‘some of you have other 
views ; if so, God will show you who 


is correct. Meanwhile walk in the 
same path.’’ Paul is implying that 
a true unity in the church is a by- 
product of a complete pre-occupa- 
tion with a race to be run, and a 
prize to be won. On a lower level 
such an exhortation as closes this 
section is needed. ‘‘Let us at least 
not lose ground.’’ 


THE HIGHEST CITIZENSHIP 

VERSES 17-21 
Brethren, join with one another in ° 
imitating me, and watch keenly 
those who thus walk, according as 
you have us for a copy. For there 
are many whose mode of living 
makes them the real enemies of the 
cross of Christ. I often used to speak 
to you of them, and now I speak of 
them even with tears. Their end is 
destruction, their God is their appe- 
tite, they boast of their shame, their 
thought is earthy. For our citizen- 
ship is essentially in Heaven whence 
we expect our Saviour Jesus Christ 
with keen expectation, who shall 
change the body of our lowliness so 
that it shall become like the body in 
which His glory lives, by the exer- 
cise of the power which makes Him 
Lord of all. 

It is just possible to translate 
verse 17 as ‘‘Become my fellow- 
imitators.’’ That is, ‘‘Let us all 
together imitate Christ.’’ It is, how- 
ever, more than likely that Paul 
does bid the Philippians imitate 
him. It is to be remembered that the 
early Church had no full canon of 
Scripture, with Gospels and epistles, 
to find in historical example, and 
inspired exhortation the standards 
which might govern conduct. There 
was no measure of the law, as with 
Judaism. No Christian tradition 
had grown up. Paul is forced to use 
himself as an example, and if this 
is thought immodest, the humility 
of the rest of the epistle must be set 
correctively beside this verse. 


‘‘The real enemies of Christ’’ are 
the professing Christians who mis- 
understood liberty and took the 
Christian freedom from the law as 
license to sin. Romans 6 should be 
studied in relation to this sad 
heresy. ‘‘We should remember, 
savs Paul to these Roman citizens, 
‘“that our real citizenship is of a 
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EDITORIALS 


The Revision of the Scriptures 


What More Can He Say? 
Above Every Name 
A Fool and His Folly 


A Difficult Field for Evangelism 


VERSIONS 

Recently, on the well-known radio 
program, ‘‘Break the Bank,’’ a 
young couple—(navy officer and 
high-school-teacher wife) flunked 
out of the program on a simple 
Biblical question. They knew that 
spring, summer, autumn, and win- 
ter were the four seasons. They 
knew that the members of the Notre 
Dame football team’s backfield had 
been called the four horsemen. But 
they did not know that Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John were the four 
Gospels. The preliminary questions 
showed that these two people were 
college graduates. Their names indi- 
eated an Anglo-Saxon background. 
' A keen young member of my 
church, graduate of a great uni- 
versity, and graduate student in an 
equally famous university, a soul 
winner and a young man with a 
real prayer life, told me that he 
believed that there were thousands 
of university students who were 
equally ignorant on Biblical matters, 
and myriads of less educated people 
who were similarly ignorant. He 
indicated that the reason lay partly 
in the fact that the archaic English 
of the King James Version made 
the Bible unintelligible to the aver- 
age young leader who has not been 
reared in a daily atmosphere of 
family worship. He said that he was 
using the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion in his dealings with unsaved 
university people. 

The R. S. V. New Testament was 
issued in 1946 and the Old Testa- 
ment is coming from the press this 
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month. At the time the New Testa- 
ment came out I published severe 
criticisms of it, and there have been 
even more severe criticisms by more 
competent critics. Advance pub- 
licity of the Old Testament would 
indicate that there will be even 
greater criticisms to be leveled 
against the complete R. S. V. Bible. 
The work has been done by modern- 
ist scholars, and no conservative 
opinion has been considered. Uni- 
tarianizing prejudice is evident and 
the documents of the Bible are con- 
sidered, not as a divine revelation 
of finality, but as the record of 
human groping after God. We will 
publish, in our November issue, a 
critical review of the R. S. V. Old 
Testament by Dr. O. T. Allis, one 
of the outstanding Old Testament 
scholars of this generation. 

My own attitude toward the 
R. S. V. is both eritical and prac- 
tical. From a critical point of view, 
I recognize its errors, its bias, and 
its consequent dangers. From a 
practical point of view, I recognize 
the urgent necessity of a good trans- 
lation in modern English, compre- 
hensible to our rising generation of 
classical illiterates. If your faith is 
firm, and you are intelligent enough 
to be discriminating and discern- 
ing, then by all means secure a copy 
of the R. S. V. and read it along 
with the Authorized Version. It 
will give you more light on the 
Word of God, and the Holy Spirit 
will keep the yielded heart from 
falling into the traps that are there. 





THE LOAD 


The confessions of the intellec- 
tuals make very sad reading. Some- 
times their writings contain a para- 
graph so revealing that their entire 
natures are spread open for the gaze 
of all. One who truly knows the 
Bible can read between the lines of 
their works and see the dread in 
their souls and the hunger that is 
there without fulfillment. 

I recently ran across the drama 
by Maxwell Anderson, ‘‘Anne of 
the Thousand Days.’’ There is one 
soliloquy that starts: 


There is a load every man lugs be- 


hind him, 
heavy, invisible, sealed, concealed, 
perfumed, 
a package of dead things he drags 
along, 


never opened 

save to put in some horror of the 
mind— 

some horror of his own doing—to 
seal up 

and rot in secret. He pretends 

there’s no such thing. He tries to 
walk 

as if he had no burden. 

One of the most marvelous things 
about becoming a Christian in the 
true, Biblical sense of the word, is 
that the burden of the heart is taken 
away forever. I can say, truly, be- 
fore God, that I have no sense of 
sin, although I grow daily more 
sensitive to the nature of sins, and 
of God’s wonderful way of dealing 
with them and freeing the believer 
from their sovereignty. But as far 
as any ‘‘package of dead things’’ 
is concerned, my memory of such 
a thing is similar to the immigrant’s 
memory of the old country in which 
he lived until his father brought 
him here at the age of seven. He 
knows that there was such a place, 
but the vivid sharpness of the new 
life has rubbed out the old lines and 
they are gone. Even his accent has 
disappeared and his speech has be- 
come such that his friends do not 
know him for anything other than 
native born. Thus it is with the be- 
liever who walks in the path of the 
justified, which shineth more and 
more to the perfect day. 

The very heart of the Christian 
faith and, thank God, of Christian 
experience, is that the burden of 
sin is truly rolled away. It does not 
have to be lugged behind us, in 
fact it cannot be, since it has been 
put upon the Lord Jesus by none 
other than the Father Himself. If 
any of you can find any statements 
about what God has done with our 
sins beside those which follow, please 
send them to me, with Bible refer- 
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ence. My list is that our sins have 
been forgiven, forgotten, cleansed, 
gone, atoned for, covered, washed 
away, cast into the depths of the 
sea, blotted out as a- thick cloud, 
remembered against us no more 
forever, removed as far as the east 
is from the west, and put behind 
God’s back. ‘‘What more can He 
say, than to you He hath said?’’ 


POWER OF THE NAME 

I live in Philadelphia and Wilbur 
Smith lives in Pasadena, so we do 
not see much of each other. But 
recently we got together in England 
for several meetings of fellowship 
and talk. He told me a story that 
is wonderful in its implications. 

Some time ago in a barber shop 
in Chicago, five or six barbers were 
working on customers and half a 
dozen men were waiting their turns. 
One of the barbers was a bachelor, 
and some of the habitues of the place 
were chafing him about his life. 
They declared that it was not a 
lonely one, and that he was having 
his way with more than one girl. 
The conversation grew lascivious, 
as it frequently does in such places. 
Replying to a direct accusation that 
he was committing adultery with 
more than one woman, the bachelor 
barber said, in a loud voice, ‘‘ Well 
is there any man in the world who 
wouldn’t take all that he can get?’’ 
One of the waiting customers said 
quietly, but with a word that pene- 
trated the atmosphere with finality, 
“‘Jesus Christ wouldn’t.’’ 

There was a dead, oppressive 
silence. No one spoke for long sec- 
onds. When the silence was so 
heavy that it hurt, suddenly another 
voice said, ‘‘ Well, I see the White 
Sox won yesterday.’’ Almost eagerly 
the conversation broke into a sports 
discussion, and many voices joined 
in on the subject of baseball. 

The mere mention of the name of 
Jesus Christ had cleared away the 
murky sensuality of a bawdy con- 
versation. No other name under 
Heaven given among men could 
have had this effect. Buddha, Con- 
fucius, Mohammed, St. Francis, 
Cardinal Spellman, the Pope; none 
of these names would have stopped 
the conversation. They would, 
rather, have heightened a discussion 
on the depraved appetites of a com- 
mon, fallen humanity. 

But the name of Jesus Christ is 
the name that is above every name. 
It is the name that will one day 
sweep across the universe and 
silence every conversation and ren- 


SEPTEMBER 1952 


der every voice dumb, except those 
who have learned to sing His 
praise here through the redemption 
which He has provided by His 
death. How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds in a believer’s ear! 


RED DEAN 

There is no fool like an old fool. 
This is the wisdom of humanity, 
which has congealed in the proverb 
and which frequently finds sad 
illustration in life. One of the latest 
examples is that of the ‘‘Very 
Reverend’’ Hewlett Johnson, known 
as the ‘‘Red’’ Dean of Canterbury. 
He is an example of churchianity 
at its worst. Years ago he was given 
the honor of the Canterbury Dean- 
ship by a Labor Prime Minister, 
who was his friend. 

The Dean has long been a thorn 
in the flesh of the British through 
his utterances which would have 
gone unnoticed except for the fact 
that he has a position in the Church 
of England, and men listen to the 
position. Having been awarded the 
Stalin ‘‘Peace’’ prize, the Dean has 
now made a trip to China, return- 
ing with a Chinese scroll and the 
statement that the United Nations 
have certainly been guilty of germ 
warfare. 

Under English church law the 
Dean can be removed only through 
a trial for -heresy or immorality. 
His wild statements cannot be cov- 
ered under either of these charges. 
But a very fine statement has been 
made in the House of Lords by his 
superior, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, which merits the consideration 
of all thinking people. The Arch- 
bishop spoke of the folly of this old 
cleric and concluded: ‘‘Let us help 
each other by sharing this liability 
between us, believing it is a small 
price to pay to keep unblurred the 
freedom of speech which is a vital 
concern to the chureh and the 
nation.’’ Churchill said much the 
same thing when he spoke in the 
Hovse of Commons against any in- 
vestigation of the Dean, saying that 
such a procedure would give to the 
Dean’s activities ‘‘an importance 
they do not possess.”’ 

The authorities in England are 
not answering this old fool accord- 
ing to his folly lest they be like unto 
him; but they are answering him 
according to his folly lest he be wise 
in his own conceits (Prov. 26:4, 5). 
It is the glory of .the democracies 
which take their tone from their 
Biblical background, that they can 
allow their enemies to spout at will, 
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knowing that the truth is the ulti- 
mate arbiter. The totalitarian re- 
gimes of the Vatican or of Moscow 
cannot afford to allow this liberty.’ , 
They thereby confess without being — 
willing to do.so, that they fear . 
truth, though they may call it error. 
The contrast becomes a part of the 
eternal record. 


NEW ENGLAND 

The founding fathers came to 
New England with the faith of the 
Word of God, and hewed a nation 
in the wilderness of the new world. 
The great institutions of learning 
that mark New England were all 
founded on the Word of God. Har- 
vard was a training school for the 
Gospel ministry; Dartmouth was a 
missionary outpost for the training 
of men and the conversion of the 
Indians. 

Unitarianism began to sap the 
life of New England and the pro- 
ponents of the true evangelical faith 
centered west of the Hudson. Roman 
Catholic immigration was very 
heavy in New England, until the 
city of Boston is counted as eighty 
per cent Roman Catholic today. 

There are still outstanding evan- 
gelical voices in New England— 
Park Street Church in Boston re- 
mains faithful to the Word, and the 
Providence Bible Institute has hun- 
dreds of students centering in its 
miracle-dollar campus. 

Jack Wyrtzen, well-known young- 
people’s leader of the Word-of-Life 
radio program, and summer camps, 
plans to conduct a 10-months’ 
preaching tour of New England, 
with county-wide evangelistic cam- 
paigns throughout the six states. It 
is hoped that between September 
1952 and June 1953 all of the New 
England states will be moved to- 
ward the living God through these 
rallies. These campaigns will be fol- 
lowed up by monthly rallies with 
various evangelical speakers. Pray 
for this work. An evangelistic cam- 
paign in New England is not like 
one in Georgia, Carolina, Tennessee, 
or Texas. In the South people will 
go to evangelistic meetings as Irish 
Catholics will go to a Notre Dame 
football game. In New England the 
soil and the hearts are granite. An 
attendance of three hundred in a 
New England center will be the 
equivalent of five thousand in the 
South. 

Here is an evangelistic effort that 
is difficult, thankless, hard. May 
God bless Jack and his helpers and 
draw out His prepared people for 
the praise and glory of His grace. 
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THE ART OF LIVING 





CHRIST— 
the Beginning and the End 


> is the eleventh and last in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, which 
many questi concerning the Christian life, that arise 
in __ minds of young believers. 





@ IN the best known of all the Psalms, David records 
how the Divine Shepherd had led him into the green 
pastures and beside the still waters. But he soon 
passes on to another aspect of experience—walking 
*‘through the valley of deep darkness’’ (Psa. 23:4, 
R. V. Margin). For most of us life, like a great oil 
painting, is a combination of light and shadow. It 
may be our experience at times to pass swiftly from 
bright sunlight into deepest gloom. How are we to 
face such times, periods when we are really up 
against it? 

Here is a schoolboy who has failed his matricula- 
tion, or a girl whose engagement has just been broken 
off. A widowed mother hears that her only son has 
been killed; or parents have a beloved daughter who 
becomes insane, and for them every visit to the 
asylum is now a torture. A man suddenly loses his 
sight although only in the mid-forties; another is 
left to look after three children when his wife deserts 
him for some other man. These are but a handful of 
eases to which the reader can probably add without 
difficulty from experience. There are many otherwise 
charming young fellows and girls compelled to face 
life with some serious physical handicap. And there 
are few of us who sooner or later do not come up 
against it in some way or another. What then is to 
be done? How can we try to win through? 


THE To begin with, it is of very great 
LONGER VIEW help if we can discipline ourselves 

to take the longer view. So many 
of our adversities seem to be overwhelming because 
we do not set them against the whole background of 
life. If an experience is taken out of its total setting, 
it is seen out of perspective, out of proportion, and 
may become intolerable. Thus the failure to pass an 
examination ceases to be a complete tragedy for the 
student who tries to see his career as a whole and is 
able to fit a temporary set-back into longer term 
plans. A soldier training under battle conditions used 
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to say to himself when difficulties seemed overwhelm- 
ing, ‘‘It won’t last’’; and one is reminded in this 
connection of Dr. Johnson’s words of advice to 
Boswell: ‘‘Sir, consider how insignificant this will 
appear a twelve-month hence!’’ 

That is the point about the illustration of the 
valley of deep darkness; you pass through a valley 
if you keep on, as it is only one part of the total 
landscape. Try therefore always to take the longer 
view, to see life sub specie aeternitatis, i.e. against the 
background of eternity. If the bereaved widow can 
do this, she will receive real strength in her sorrow. 
Again and again in the Bible the apostles urge the 
longer view upon us: ‘‘I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed to usward’’ (com- 
pare 2 Cor. 4:17 with Rom. 8:18). St. Paul’s state- 
ment here is almost mathematical in its comparison. 


We should also endeavor to 
understand the purpose of 
adversity, so far as that is 
possible. To understand, to attempt to see the mean- 
ing of trouble, is a very great help in facing it ef- 
fectively. Now it must be admitted that there is, in 
this present life, no complete and satisfying explana- 
tion of adversity. To attempt to offer some neat theory 
to explain everything would be to assume the role of 
Job’s comforters, who were not conspicuously suc- 
cessful. But while this is true, it does not mean that 
the understanding has no part at all to play. For one 
thing we can use our minds to avoid misunderstand- 
ings or false conclusions. Often adversity almost 
overwhelms a person because of wrong thinking: 
‘*Why did God take away my little child with diph- 
theria?’’—but did He? j 

Right understanding, however, has more than a 
negative role, for it can provide us with valuable 
insights into the purpose and significance of trouble. 
We suggest two valuable ways of increasing such 
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understanding. One is to talk to an experienced and 
mature friend, perhaps a trusted minister. The need 
here is not for a ‘‘pep-talk’’ or for mere sympathy, 
but for the sage counselor who has some insight into 
the mysteries of life and a deep knowledge of the 
ways of God. The other suggestion is to read helpful 
and illt minating literature, perhaps some such book 
as The Problem of Pain by C. S. Lewis. 


THE HELP OF The reading of good books is 
GOOD BOOKS much more than a help to the 

understanding of the purpose of 
adversity. For in books we meet inspiring and con- 
crete instances of men and women facing and over- 
coming their difficulties. To study the Journal of 
John Wesley or the story of Mary Slessor of Calabar, 
the Pilgrim’s Progress or the adventures of Captain 
Seott, puts new heart into the reader and braces the 
will for facing life’s darkest valleys. While this is 
true of all great literature, it is supremely true of 
the Bible. The Bible is the book of characters who 
were not only up against it, but who triumphed! 
Here is Moses coping sing!e-handed with a stubborn 
nation ; Job wrestling on the dunghill with the prob- 
lem of suffering; Habakkuk overwhelmed by the 
spectacle of the triumph of the evil Chaldeans; Jere- 
miah in the slime of a dungeon; Paul facing stripes, 
bandits, imprisonment, and shipwreck. To read of 
such men and their exploits, and of their conquest of 
adversity, is a tonic, a challenge, a stimulus and a 
strength. ‘‘For whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope’’ (Rom. 15:4, R.S.V.). 


THE HELP OF Throvgh books we have fellow- 
OTHER PEOPLE ship with men of the past, but one 
of the best helps in facing adver- 
sity is to move out into deep fellowship with our 
contemporaries. The Devil often gets us down by 
getting us alone—so don’t give him any opportunity. 
The law of Christ for adversity is ‘‘bear ye one an- 
other’s burdens.’’ This means that we must be will- 
ing to receive help as well as give it, since we are all 
interdependent. Tragic bereavement, for example, can 
be a we'l-nigh intolerable grief for the person who 
retreats into himself. But in the setting of the family, 
in the companionship and relief of a daily job and 
hard work, in the sustaining love of the Christian 
fellowship, in ‘‘the communion of saints’’ visible 
and invisible, it can actually become a further link 
with the eternal world. 
The person up against it should therefore try to 
‘“get out of himself’’ as far as possible into the lives 
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of others. Sometimes trouble may drive us into fellow- 
ship with others in a like plight, that is, into a ‘‘fel- 
lowship of suffering’’; at other times, because of the 
sympathy and understanding it creates, it may lead 
to the service of others. Think how many great and 
noble causes in this world have been pioneered and 
sponsored by people who were themselves suffer- 
ers. This very fact of transferring our attention to 
others may often bring about indirectly our own 
relief and deliverance. How significant is this sentence 
from the Book of Job, the book of suffering: ‘‘and 
the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when ‘he 
prayed for his friends’’ (Job °42:10). So often in 
experience deliverance does not come by being di- 
rectly sought; it may come as a byproduct when we 
are prepared to forget ourselvés in the service and 
fellowship of others. 


MAKING USE It is wise then to seek to make 
OF ADVERSITY use of adversity, so far as that 

is possible. Often we speak of 
troubles as if they were necessarily experiences to be 
borne with either stoical apathy or Christian forti- 
tude. But the wings of a bird are not burdens, and 
by means of our very troubles we may soar into the 
realms of creative living. Like Wordsworth’s warrior, 


Who, doomed to go in company with Pain, 
And Fear, and Bloodshed, miserable train! 
Turns his necessity to glorious gain. 


The loss of the liner Titanic was not an unrelieved 
disaster, because it led to the establishment of the 
Atlantic ice-patrol; it was used for the benefit of 
thousands who lived afterwards. The oyster cannot 
get rid of the distressing bit of grit under its shell, 
so the little creature uses it by transforming it into 
a pearl of rare beauty. The Christian Church at 
Jerusalem in the early days did not merely bear the 
adversity of the fiery trials of persecution, for ‘‘they 
therefore that were scattered abroad went about 
preaching the word’’ (Acts 8:4). Persecution led to 
missionary expansion. The man who falls down the 
cellar steps and breaks his leg can seek to turn his 
necessity into gain. Perhaps he can make a rug for 
the kitchen, or improve his knowledge through study ; 
he may also spend far more time in praying for 
others and learning the lesson of patient advance in 
Christ-likeness of character. The story of Joseph in 
Genesis is a fine illustration of the creative use of 
adversity. Sold into slavery by jealous brothers, cast 
into prison by an evil woman, he did not whine; he 
made something big of it all, so that he became usable 
in a fuller way than would have been possible apart 
from his adversity. 
(Continued on page 30) 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 


1, as Editor, have had no vacation for almost three years, and the writing of 
the Daily Meditations in Genesis is a very time-consuming task. In view of my 
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September 1 PROVERBS 1:1-19 

The book of Proverbs is unique 
among the inspired writings of Scripture. 
It is nowhere directly concerned with 
history, yrophecy, doctrine, or devotion, 
yet it is indispensable to the canon of 
Scripture. For it is God’s method of 
teaching man wisdom in the practical 
conduct of his life, and that mainly by 
means of short, sententious sayings, not 
supported by argument, but calculated to 
carry their own conviction of truth. The 
Hebrew word for proverb (mashal) is 
also the word translated “to rule” (as in 
Genesis 1:16), and this well indicates the 
purpose of a proverb in Scripture—which 
is to govern the conduct, and direct the 
way aright; in short, to be a rule of life. 
“A wise man will hear, and will increase 
learning” (5). The first of these proverbs 
is in verse 7. It is the most important of 
them all: “The fear of the Lord ts the 
beginning” (i.e., “the principal thing”; 
4:7) “of knowledge.” It is repeated vari- 
ously a dozen times in the course of the 
book. In order “to show wisdom and in- 
struction” and “to perceive the words of 
understanding” (2) of which Proverbs is 
a great storehouse, it is first and fore- 
most essential for us to learn “the fear of 
the Lord.” 


September 2 PROVERBS 1:20-33 

Fourteen times in the first seven chap- 
ters Solomon addresses words of warning 
and counsel beginning, “My son,” in the 
hope that his son might not grow up a 
fool. Alas, he did! His first warning is 
against keeping company with sinners, who 
can be very enticing (10). Then the voice 
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of Wisdom warns the sinners themselves, 
addressing them in their true character as 
simple (i.e., shallow, or silly), scornful 
(i.e., scoffers), and fools (sots). The 
warning is a terrible one indeed. Jt is that 
Wisdom spurned is lost forever. Those 
who do not choose the fear of the Lord 
(29), which is the beginning of Wisdom, 
will be faced at length with another fear 
(26, 27); and those to whom Wisdom 
calls in vain (24) will inevitably then call 
upon Wisdom in vain (28). It is an in- 
escapable law of life that “whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). “They shall eat of the fruit of their 
own way” (31). Note that it is the pros- 
perity—not the adversity—of- fools that 
shall destroy them (32). But he that 
hearkens to Wisdom shall dwell safely, and 
(because he has learned the fear of the 
Lord) shall be quiet from fear of evil 
(33). 


September 3 PROVERBS 2:1-17 

WED eich... ” Tie a or 
poem greater and with a nobler climax 
than Kipling’s famous lines. “Jf thou wilt 
receive My words, and .. . incline thine 


ear ... and apply thine heart... Jf thou 
criest .. and liftest up thy voice for 
understanding; if thou seekest her as 


silver, and searchest for her . . . THEN 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God” 
(1-5). Solomon has told his son that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge. He now tells him how both 
may be acquired. It is not an easy acqui- 
sition, nor is it achieved at a wish. It 
calls for a zealous and increasingly-deter- 
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mined pursuit. It begins with receiving of 
the words of Wisdom (i.e., Christ), and 
inclining the ear to hear them. It goes on 
to a crying-out, a heartfelt yearning to 
understand their secret, which results in a 
determined seeking and searching as for 
hid treasure. Christ Himself put it in the 


same increasing ratio, “Ask ... seek... 
knock...” (Mt. 7:7). Then, and only 
then, shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and, in consequence, find the 
knowledge of God. “Come, ye children, 
hearken unto Me: I will teach you the 
fear of the Lord” (Psa. 34:11). 


September 4 PROVERBS 3:1-18 

How To FIND Favor WITH GoD AND 
Man (4). It is written of the Lord Jesus 
that as a boy He “increased in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and 
man” (Lk. 2:52). John also tells us that 
“we beheld His glory ... full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). Here we are told 
that if we display the same qualities (3), 
we too shall find the same favor in the 
same directions. Grace and truth are the 
twin characteristics of God in His deal- 
ings with us (John 1:17), and grace 
and truth are the resultant characteristics 
marking us out as His children. They 
must be displayed as “an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chains about thy 
neck” (1:9) in the sight of men, and 
written deep upon the tablets of our hearts 
(3), where God will look upon them (1 
Sam. 16:7). And so outwardly and in- 
wardly we shall “adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things,” which is 
what grace came to teach us to do (Tit. 
2:10-14). “I want that adorning divine, 
Thou only, my God, canst bestow; I want 
in those beautiful garments to shine which 
mark out Thy household below.” 


September 5 PROVERBS 3:19-35 

Tue Happy Man WuHo Finps WIspoM 
(13, 18). (4) How rich he is! He has 
discovered the Pearl of great price, more 
precious than silver or fine gold or rubies ; 
it is incomparable in worth (14, 15). (4) 
How pleasant is his life! For her ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace (17). (iii) How safe he 
is! His foot does not stumble (23); his 
sleep is undisturbed by fears (24), for the 
Lord is his confidence, and keeps his foot 
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' from being taken in any of the snares the 


enemy lays for him (26). (iv) How privi- 
leged he is! For he has learned the secret 
of the Lord (32) which is with them that 
fear Him (Psa. 25:14). He dwells in the 
secret place of the Most High, and abides 
under the shadow of the Almighty (Psa. 
91:1). (v) How gracious he becomes! 
The Lord gives “grace unto the lowly” 
(34). “The Lord will give grace and 
glory: no good thing will He withhold 
from them that walk uprightly” (Psa. 
84:11). All these things are “the heritage 
of those that fear Thy Name” (Psa. 61: 
5); and they are all found in Christ, “in 
whom are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). 


September 6 PROVERBS 4:1-13 

“Get Wispom!” Forsake her not! Love 
her! Exalt her! Embrace her! Let her not 
go! Keep her; for she is thy life! (5, 6, 
8, 13 ). In other words, treat her in all 
respects as a lover does his betrothed. 
What will she bring? (i) Promotion and 
honor (8). She will promote you to the 
fellowship of the saints, the honorable 
order of the Lord’s people. “If any man 
serve Me, him will My Father honor” 
(John 12:26). “This honor have all His 
saints” (Psa. 149:9). (%#) Grace and 
glory (9). The beginning will be grace; 
the end will be glory; beautified at first 
with the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and 
sharing at last His eternal glory. (iii) An 
enlarged life and a confident walk. Neither 
straitened nor stumbling (12); a strait 
gate that leads to life more abundant (Mt. 
7:14). How may she be secured? “If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God 

. . and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 
Go to the source of wisdom. “Ask, and it 
shall be given you” (Mt. 7:7). What will 
she be like? Read the sevenfold descrip- 
tion of her in James 3:17, and recognize 
therein a picture of “Christ . . . the Wis- 
dom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24), and of all 
those who learn of Him. 


September 7 PROVERBS 4:14-27 

Tue Two Patus. The Word of God 
presents life as a course as distinct from 
a condition; as never static, but always 
moving to an end. Every man is pictured 
as pursuing one or two alternative paths, 
here called “the path of the wicked”. (14) 
and “the path of the just” (18). A path 
is a trodden way marked out by many feet 
which have preceded ours. There are two 
paths along which men tread the pilgrim- 
age of this life: one is called The Course 
of this World—the way men take who 
do not know God; and, since “many ... 
go in thereat” (Mt. 7:13), it has become 
trodden into a broad way. Its character is 
evil (14), mischievous (16), violent (17), 
a dark way in which men stumble (19) 
and which ends in destruction (Mt. 7:13). 
“Avoid it!” (15). The other is The Path 
of the Just. It was formed by the pierced 
feet of the Lord Jesus, and we follow in 
His steps (1 Pet. 2:21). It is like the 
light of dawn which shines more and 
more to perfect day (18, R.V., marg.) 
and it “leadeth unto life’ (Mt. 7:14). 
Those who find it follow it “looking unto 
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Jesus” (Heb. 12:2). “Let thine eyes look 
right on ... Turn not to the right hand 
nor to the left” (25, 27). 


September 8 PROVERBS 6:6-22 

THE SLuGGARD.. Like all wise men, Solo- 
mon has the greatest contempt for a 
sluggard. Note the many things he says 
of him in this book. Genius is defined as 
“an infinite capacity for taking pains”; 
but a sluggard is a slacker, and the most 
deplorable of all is the spiritual slacker, 
the sleepy Christian who comes to poverty 
and want simply by folding his hands to 
sleep when he should be diligently gath- 
ering store in the summertime of oppor- 
tunity (as the ant does), against the evil 
days which lie ahead. The Christian is in 
more peril from sloth than from sin, hence 
the constant exhortations in the epistles to 
be up and awake. “It is high time to awake 
out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed” (Rom. 
13:11). “Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead” (Eph. 5:14). “There- 
fore let us not sleep, as do others; but let 
us watch and be sober” (1 Thess. 5:6). 
And heed specially our Lord’s solemn 
warning: “Lest coming suddenly He find 
you sleeping” (Mk. 13: 36). Remember, 
it is “when thou awakest” that the voice 
of God’s Word “shall talk with thee” 
(22). 


September 9 PROVERBS 8:1-18 
WIspoM AND UNDERSTANDING. Wisdom 
cries aloud to men everywhere. She puts 
forth her voice in those places where her 
message can best be heard—in the high 
places, the streets, the city gates (3), 
where men congregate. She speaks of 
excellent things, right things (6), things 
better than rubies (11), of durable riches 
and righteousness (18). But the vital 
question is, Who will understand? For 
these things are “all plain to him that 
understandeth” (9), but only to him. 
They are hidden from the wise and pru- 
dent men of the world, and revealed to 
babes (Mt. 11:25). So it is to the simple 
and the foolish that wisdom appeals to 
understand her (5), saying, “Counsel is 
Mine . . . I am understanding” (14). It 
is the risen Lord (“the Wisdom of God”) 
who opens our understanding that we 
might understand the Scriptures (Lk. 24: 
45). The wayside hearer in the parable of 
the sower “heareth the word .. . and 
understandeth it not,’ while the good 
ground hearer “understandeth it” (Mt. 
13: 19, 23). But mone of the wicked 
shall understand (Dan. 12:10), for sin 
always blinds the eyes. “Have ye under- 
stood all these things?” (Mt. 13:51). 


September 10 PROVERBS 8:19-36 

Tue SEvEN Piicars oF Wispom. Hear 
Christ speaking wondrously of His pre- 
existence with the Father from all 
eternity. He tells us seven foundation 
facts of His eternal history: (i) God pos- 
sessed Him “in the beginning of His 
way” (22). “In the beginning was the 
Word” (John 1:1; see also 1 John 1:1); 
“or ever the earth was” (23), before the 
first speck of dust (26), Christ was! (#) 


He was present at Creation (27). God 

asked Job, “Where wast thou when I laid 

the foundations of the earth?” (Job. 38: 

4). Christ could answer, “f. was there” , 
(27-29). (ui) He Himself was the Agent 
of Creation. “I was by Him, as a Master 

Workman” (30, R.V.). “All things were 
made by Him; and without Him was not 

any thing made” (John 1:3). (iv) He 

was God’s daily delight (30). God de- 

lighted in His Son from all eternity. 

Daily His delight, He did always those 

things that pleased God (John 8:29). 

(v) He rejoiced always before God (30). 

He delighted in God as God delighted in 

Him—always! (vi) He rejoiced also in 

the earth that He had made (31). The 

habitable earth was a lovely home for His 

creature, man. (vii) He rejoiced above 

all in His chief creation, man (31). He 

still calls them “all My delight” (Psa. 

16:3). 


September 11 PROVERBS 10:1-14 

SoLomon’s Proverss. This chapter in- 
troduces another collection of proverbs 
differing in style and thought from the 
“wisdom proverbs” preceding them, and 
from others which follow. They are in 
the recognized Hebrew form of poetry, 
which rhymes thoughts rather than words, 
each verse being a parallelism: in which 
the second line is either in contrast to 
the first or an amplification of it. The 
theme of this chapter is the contrasting of 
the wise and the foolish, the righteous 
and the wicked, the understanding and 
those void of understanding. It speaks of 
the soul of the righteous, his mouth and 
his lips (3, 11, 21, 32). It tells of his labor 
which tends to life (16); of his desire 
which shall be granted (24; see Psa. 145: 
19: “He will fulfill the desire of them that 
fear Him”); and of his hope (28) which 
makes him glad. 

In contrast it warns us concerning the 
wicked that his lips are violent (6, 11), 
that his fruit is sin (16), that his heart 
is little worth (20), that his years shall 
be shortened (27), and that his expecta- 
tion shall perish (28). How true a pic- 
ture! Yet how many wicked, and how 
few righteous! 


September 12 PROVERBS 10:15-32 

Att Sorts or MEN. In this chapter 
Solomon introduces us to the dramatis 
personae of his proverbs. They are the 
men whom he met and observed in his 
court in Jerusalem and in the market 
place and crowded streets, of whom he 
makes many shrewd and wise comments 
in this and the following chapters. And as 
they are the people we shall meet where- 
ever we go in these days, no different save 
in attire from Solomon’s crowds, we do 
well to observe them and note their vary- 
ing characters. Here are some of them: 
The rich, the poor (15), the righteous, 
the wicked (16), the fool, the wise (8), 
the just (20), the worker of iniquity (29), 
the upright (29), the man of under- 
standing (23) and the sluggard (26). Each 
appears again and again, and forms a 

(Continued on page 43) 
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Solomon Begins His Reign 
LESSON TEXT: 1 KINGS 1:38-40; 3:5-9; 8:27-30 
Golden Text: “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowl- 
edge Him, and He shall direct thy paths” 
(Prov. 3:5-6). 


We have already seen how Israel’s 
first king, Saul, failed in his high 
responsibility through pride. Da- 
vid’s son, Solomon, who succeeded 
his father to the throne, fell for 
another reason—lack of self-disci- 
pline. In his story we may see a 
warning against putting confidence 
in men, the best of whom will disap- 
point. But we should also heed the 
message which Solomon’s story ad- 
dresses to ourselves, namely, ‘‘ Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall’’ (1 Cor. 10:12). 
The opening scenes of Solomon’s 
life were full of promise; but the 
wiles of Satan were too much for 
him, and through yielding to the 
weakness of the flesh he undermined 
the stability of his kingdom. 

Our first lesson on Solomon is 
eoncerned with the hopeful begin- 
ning of his reign, and presents as- 
pects of his character which are 
worthy of emulation, and which, if 
persisted in, would have brought in- 
ereasing glory to him and to his 
kingdom. 


LESSON MATERIAL 
The anointing of Solomon as king, 
before the death of David, was oc- 
easioned by the attempt of Adoni- 
jah, one of David’s other sons, to 
usurp the throne. The entire story 
is told in 1 Kings 1. The verses set 
for class study (38-40) record the 


action of Zadok, Nathan, and 
Benaiah in response to David’s 
orders. The Cherethites and Pele- 


thites, mentioned in v. 38, were 
court officers who assisted in carry- 
ing out the royal command. The fact 
that Solomon was mounted upon 
David’s mule would tell its own 
story to the populace. Doubtless the 
animal would be richly harnessed 
and the whole procession was one 
of magnificence. 
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After the anointing, the trumpet 
was blown to announce the acces- 
sion of the new king. The people 
gave themselves over to public re- 
joicing, disturbing Adonijah in his 
feasting, who, when he discovered 
the cause, fied for his life to the 
tabernacle, where he claimed sanc- 
tuary. The first action of Solomon’s 
reign was one of clemency to this 
ambitious brother—an act which 
was repaid by further intrigue, re- 
sulting in the death of Adonijah, as 
told in the second chapter. 

The new king took early steps to 
acknowledge the Lord by going to 
Gibeon, where the tabernacle was 
pitched, and there taking part in 
a great religious festival (3:4). 
While he was there he had a dream, 
described for us in 3:5-9. God came 
to him with a question which tested 
the principles of his life: ‘‘ Ask 
what I shall give thee.’’ Solomon’s 
reply reveals the beauty of his char- 
acter—he was grateful to God for 
His mercies, humble in spirit in 
face of his exalted responsibilities, 
and therefore his request was for 
‘fan understanding heart.’’ 


The Gift of Wisdom 

Teachers must include 3:10-15 in 
their study since these verses record 
the Lord’s reply to Solomon, prom- 
ising him not only the wisdom for 
which he asked, but also ‘‘that 
which thou hast not asked, both 
riches, and honour.’’ God’s added 
blessings were certainly made con- 
ditional upon obedience, and they 
were only fulfilled in the king’s ex- 
perience so long as he walked in the 
ways of the Lord. Although this 
was but a dream, Solomon recog- 
nized it as a_ revelation from 
Heaven, and the next day held other 
sacred ceremonies to declare his 
gratitude. 

We pass over chapters 5-7 (though 
they should be read as preparatory 
study) with their detailed account 
of the building of Solomon’s temple. 
Chapter 8 is concerned with the 
dedication of the Lord’s House, at 
which the king expressed himself 
in a prayer of incomparable beauty. 


Uur lesson material provides only 
four verses from this prayer (27- 
30). In them, we hear Solomon 
confessing that no building, even as 
magnificent as the temple, could 
contain Him whom ‘‘the Heaven 
and Heaven of Heavens cannot con- 
tain.’’ What a lofty conception he 
had of the Lord! 

Nevertheless, Solomon asked that 
God’s eyes might be ‘‘open toward 
this house night and day.’’ Not only 
did he ask the Lord to hear him in 
his dedicatory prayer, but also that 
He would attend to the prayers of 
His people whenever they prayed 
in (or toward) this sacred building. 
The continuation of the king’s 
prayer embraced all kinds of emer- 
gencies—even exile from the land— 
with the repeated petition that when 
prayer was made toward the temple 
the Lord would hear and answer. 


LESSON PLAN 


1. Occasion for Worship 

a. A King’s gratitude 

b. Days for thanksgiving 
2. Blessing through Worship 

a. Solomon's dream 

b. Godliness is a gain 
3. Provision for Worship 

a. The temple completed 

b. Nations at prayer 


1. It appears that one of the first 
things Solomon did after his acces- 
sion to the throne of Israel was to 
go to Gibeon, where the tabernacle 
was, and there engage in a special 
exercise of worship. The spirit of 
the king’s action is revealed in his 
words in 3:6-8. He was grateful for 
God’s past goodness, both to his 
father and himself, and was deeply 
conscious of his need for divine 
help in view of the heavy respon- 
sibilities which had come to him. 
So he worshiped that he might offer 
praise mingled with prayer for con- 
tinued blessings. 

Does not Solomon set us an ex- 
ample of the right way in which 
to mark red-letter days in our lives, 
as well as to face new responsibili- 
ties and emergencies? Churches ob- 
serve special thanksgiving days; but 
what of individual Christians? Spe- 
cial mercies received, or special 
tasks contemplated, should send us 
to our knees and induce us to make 
love offerings to the Lord in token 
of our gratitude and dependence. 

2. It was while in Gibeon for 
worship that Solomon had his re- 
markable dream. The God whom he 
had come to thank met him with 
promises of added blessing. Asked 
to make his choice, Solomon chose 
wisdom—a demonstration of his 
humble spirit which produced the 
assurance of other favors unre- 
quested. 
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Worship will always bring spir- 
itual wealth. We cannot seek God’s 
face in prayer and praise without 
becoming His beneficiaries. Burdens 
are eased, sins are pardoned, truths 
are discerned, fellowship is deep- 
ened, God becomes more real, faith 
is made more precious when we 
meet with others in the sanctuary. 
Besides this—right asking will al- 
ways bring multiplied good. If we 
earnestly seek God’s best gifts, it 
will be true for us that He will add 
His overweights of joy. 

8. Solomon not only believed in 
private worship but also in public 
worship. He made provision for the 
entire nation in the Temple which 
he built: one of the architectural 
wonders of all time. In Solomon’s 
eyes, nothing was too good for the 
Lord. At the dedication of this great 
sacred edifice, the king declared its 
purpose in an incomparable prayer. 
It was to draw the thoughts of the 
people to God, so that whether in 
joy or sorrow, victory or defeat, 
they would give God His rightful 
place and expose themselves to His 
blessing. 


SEPTEMBER 28, 1952 


The Glory of Solomon’s Empire 
LESSON TEXT: 1 KINGS 4:20-26; 11:4-8 
Golden Text: “A man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 


As the last lesson in the quarter, 
this presentation of Solomon’s sur- 
render to luxury and indulgence is 
intended to have a temperance ap- 
plication. In the narrowest sense of 
the word, of course, Solomon was 
not an intemperate man. There is no 
suggestion that intoxicants played 
any part in his decline. But true 
temperance does not limit modera- 
tion to a man’s drinking habits; it 
ineludes the entire program of his 
life. While today it is mandatory 
that a Christian should abstain from 
beverage alcohol, there are other ex- 
cesses which are equally inconsistent 
(if not as manifestly disastrous) 
for followers of the Lord Jesus. 

It is possible to accuse Solomon 
of wrongs which he did not commit, 
and we must be careful not to judge 
him by the standards of the New 
Testament. The Bible does not 
charge him with being licentious or 
even with being an idolator. Solo- 
mon’s sin was that of conformity 
with the practices of heathen mon- 
archs, instead of maintaining a 
simplicity of life and an abstention 
from inconsistent alliances which 
his leadership of God’s peculiar 
people required. Christians in this 
country, more than anywhere else 
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in the world today, are subject to 
the same temptation, and they need 
to discipline their manner of life 
lest, like Solomon, they pay the 
price in calamity. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

1 Kings 4:20-26 furnishes a peek 
at Solomon’s splendor. The opening 
statement concerning Israel that 
they were ‘‘eating and drinking, 
and making merry’’ does not in- 
sinuate any criticism. Under condi- 
tions of God-given prosperity the 
nation enjoyed itself—as God wishes 
all people to enjoy themselves, 
while, at the same time, they ac- 
knowledge Him as the giver of all 
good. For the first time, Israel was 
a great power, with dominions 
stretching from the west bank of 
the Euphrates to the very borders of 
Egypt, and including those coastal 
areas which, for so long, had been 
the territory of the Philistines. - 

The daily provision for Solomon’s 
household looks extravagant, and 
doubtless it was more than ample; 
but it has to be realized that it had 
to supply the needs of a very large 
household. While the king and his 
court ate of the fat of the land, his 
subjects were no less well provided 
for (v. 25), and chief among their 
blessings was a sense of security. 

Further description of Solomon’s 
magnificence is given in chapter 10, 
which tells of the visit of the Queen 
of Sheba. She, apparently, was only 
one of many distinguished visitors, 
who came in order that they might 
benefit from the king’s wisdom 





(v. 24). Naturally, they did not 
come empty handed, and in conse- 
quence Solomon continued to accu- 
mulate wealth of every kind. There 
is no suggestion of condemnation 
in all this: prosperity and riches . 
of themselves are not evil, provided 
they are attained by worthy means. 
The oft-repeated story of men and 
women is, however, that success in 
material things produces spiritual 
decline. That this was so with Solo- 
mon is suggested by the expressive 
word ‘‘But’’ with which chapter 11 
begins. 


A King’s Compromise 

1 Kings 11:4-8 tells the story of 
Solomon’s affront to God by pro- 
viding idol shrines for his wives. 
The statements in verse 4 that ‘‘his 
wives turned away his heart after 
other gods,’’ and in verse 5 that 
‘Solomon went after Ashtoreth the 
goddess of the Zidonians,’’ seem to 
charge the king with personal 
idolatry. However, these phrases 
need not necessarily contain that 
meaning, specially since in every 
case where kings were guilty of per- 
sonal idolatry the Bible uses the 
word ‘‘served’’ (Heb. avad). Jew- 
ish history affirms that Solomon did 
not himself worship other gods, but 
that he made provision for his wives 
to do so—a serious enough infringe- 
ment of the divine law against 
idolatrous practices. In this sense, 
it could well be said that the king’s 
heart ‘‘was not perfect with the 
Lord his God.’’ 
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Edersheim thinks there is a clue 
to Solomon’s polygamous marriages 
in the statement in 11:3 that his 
wives were princesses. He married 
women of noble blood in the sur- 
rounding nations for political rea- 
sons, strengthening his ties with his 
neighbors, and cementing his rela- 
tionship with lands which he had 
subdued. If so, it was on a plea of 
expediency that Solomon offended 
against the Lord. Note that in verse 
8 it is expressly stated that it was 
the king’s wives ‘‘which burnt in- 
cense and sacrificed unto their 
gods.”’ 

The teachers’ material for this 
lesson takes in the whole of chapter 
11, which is necessary to show the 
consequences of Solomon’s_ sin. 
Jeroboam, ‘‘a mighty man of val- 
our’’ (v. 28), conspired against him. 
The prophet Ahijah declared by 
dramatic means (29-31) that Jero- 
boam would become ruler over ten 
of the twelve tribes of Israel, while 
the house of Solomon would retain 
two. It was thus that, under Solo- 
mon’s son, Rehoboam, the kingdom 
became divided. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. A Nation's Blessing 
a. Solomon’s splendor 
b. General prosperity 
c. God honored 


2. A King’s Decline 
a. Perils of plenty 
b. Mistakes in marriage 
¢. Playing at politics 
3. A Prophet's Prediction 
a. The cost of compromise 

1, Americans, accustomed to the 
democratic tradition, may not read- 
ily appreciate the ostentatious dis- 
play of Solomon’s court. In the 
light of the fact, however, that his 
prosperity was identified with his 
people’s, we may accept the lavish 
details as indicative of the general 
wellbeing. Moreover, Solomon’s per- 
sonal advancement emphasizes the 
truth that the man who honors God 
will himself be honored. 

We can fully appreciate the de- 
scription of Israel’s security and 
sufficiency as the nation ‘‘dwelt 
safely, every man under his vine 
and under his fig tree.’’ That is an 
ideal which we covet for our own 
land, and could wish for every 
nation under Heaven. 

The reason for this happy condi- 
tion was Solomon’s acknowledgment 
of the divine supremacy, expressed 
in his thanksgiving and in his con- 
struction of the Temple. Last week’s 
lesson furnishes the explanation for 
the peace and prosperity which 
Israel enjoyed. 

2. It is a tragic thought that 
what might have continued indefi- 
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nitely was forfeited by sin—a repe- 
tition of the story of Eden. What 
contributed to Solomon’s downfall? 
In the first place, prosperity itself, 
which has proved the undoing of 
many a man and woman. Most pas- 
tors have had sad experience of the 
spiritual harm which can come from 
wealth and social progress. People 
whose hearts were right with God 
are too often led astray when riches 
accumulate and luxury becomes 
their idol. 

In Solomon’s case, however, there 
was another reason for his decline: 
he married out of the will of God. 
His multiplication of wives was in 
itself an offense (did not David’s 
sorrow arise from similar con- 
duct?); but the character of the 
women chosen hurried Solomon to- 
ward disaster. They were heathen 
women, reared in all the abomina- 
tions of idolatry; and in order to 
please them, Solomon not only al- 
lowed them to practice their reli- 
gions but also made provision in a 
series of idol shrines. Youth today 
needs to be warned against the 
mistake of marrying out of the 
faith ; it invariably leads to sorrow, 
as well as being dishonoring to God. 

Politics, also, may have played a 
part in Solomon’s downward story. 
He wanted to impress other nations 
(hence the luxury of his court), and 
to be on good terms with his neigh- 
bors (therefore he married prin- 
cesses of adjoining lands). If only 
he had made the Lord his ally he 
would have had no need to worry 
about other alliances! When God’s 
people conform to the world they 
always do it to their cost. 

3. Came retribution for Solomon. 
Jeroboam, a young man whom he 
appointed to high responsibility, 
became his adversary. Solomon was 
spared the sorrow of seeing the 
dissolution of his great kingdom, 
but the blow fell upon his son. So 
a father’s follies reflect upon his 
children, and a king’s waywardness 
brings tragedy to his people. God 
give us parents who will put Him 
first in everything, unembittered by 
loss and unspoiled by success. And 
God give us rulers who will honor 
His great name, shunning all 
‘*knavish tricks’’ and all diplomatic 
maneuvers, and putting their trust 
in Him. Happy families and happy 
nations come this way. 

OCTOBER 5, 1952 

Jesus Dedicates His Life 
LESSON TEXT: Matthew 3:16-4:11, 17 
Golden Text: “Then said I, Lo, I come (in 
the volume of the book it is written of Me,) 
to do Thy will, O God.” (Heb. 10:7). 

For the next six months our 
studies will be in the Gospel of 
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' Matthew, presenting a remarkable 


opportunity for consecutive teach- 
ing on the person and ministry of 
our Lord. The nativity story is 
passed over at this time in order to 
consider it at the Christmas season; 
so that we begin with the prepara- 
tion of Jesus for His public min- 
istry. 

Foremost among our purposes in 
this great new series of lessons will 
be to present Christ in all the won- 
der of His person both as Saviour 
and as Lord. To do this will be to 
strike a continuous note of evan- 
gelism for the unsaved and to sound 
a clear call to obedience of life to 
those who are Christians. Since our 
Lord Himself has said that the func- 
tion of the Holy Spirit is to testify 
of Him—‘‘He shall glorify Me: for 
He shall receive of Mine, and shall 
shew it unto you’’ (John 16:14)— 
then we may be sure of the help of 
the divine Spirit as, through these 
lessons, we seek to magnify Him 
who is our Redeemer and King. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Matthew 3 opens with a brief de- 
scription of the ministry of John 
the Baptist, forerunner of our Lord. 
Note the reference to the Old Testa- 
ment in v. 3, for this gives a clue 
to Matthew’s method and purpose. 
He wrote primarily for Jewish 
readers, and his aim to convince 
them that Jesus was the long-prom- 
ised Messiah. 

Whether baptism was already a 
practice among the Jews, is still a 
matter of debate among scholars. 
The purpose of John’s baptism is 
clear: it was a sign of repentance 
for sin and a symbol of separation 
from sin. The candidate for baptism 
in the Jordan acknowledged by 
submission to the rite that he was a 
sinner, and at the same time ex- 
pressed his resolve to be cleansed 
from sin and to live righteously 
before God. 

This accounts for John’s surprise 
when the Lord Jesus presented 
Himself for baptism (3:14). The 
fact that Jesus insisted on taking 
His place in the water may be ex- 
plained in three ways: (a) His de- 
sire to be fully identified with 
mankind, whose nature He had 
assumed in order to become their 
Saviour: (b) His assumption of 
human guilt, for though he had no 
sin of His own to confess or forsake, 
yet it is written that ‘‘He hath 
made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him’’ 
(2 Cor. 5:21); (¢) His desire to 
furnish an example of full obedi- 
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ence, anticipating the terms of His 
own Great Commission—‘‘Go ye... 
teach . . . baptizing them’”’ (Mt. 
28:19). 

Verses 16-17 are important for 
several reasons. They furnish God’s 
approval of the action of His Son, 
and also His endorsement of Christ’s 
ministry. In these two verses all per- 
sons of the Trinity are grouped in 
one vivid setting: The Son in the 
water, the Father speaking from 
Heaven, and the Spirit descending 
as a dove. It has been said that as 
it took the triune God to make men, 
so also it required the triune God to 
save men. 
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| Jesus Is Tempted 


Divine approval and attestation 
were immediately followed in the, 
experience by Jesus of Satanic as- 
sault. The meaning of the tempta- 
tion will be missed unless it is 
realized that Satan’s purpose was 
to frustrate God’s program of re- 
demption ; in a word, to keep Jesus 
from the cross. One of the great 
statements of Hebrews concerning 
our Lord is that He ‘‘was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin’’ (4:15). But in the 
wilderness the temptations which 
came to Christ were unique to 
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His own personality and mission: 
Throughout His earthly life He 
was subject to the malignant atten- 
tions of the Evil One; but the scene 
described in Matthew 4:1-11 shows 
the fierce personal encounter of the 
Prince of Darkness with the Prince 
of Light in a vain endeavor to turn 
Him aside from His redemptive 
task. 

In the first temptation, Satan 
tried to persuade our Lord to bring 
His divine resources to the relief of 
His humanity. Had He surrendered 
to this insidious suggestion that He 
should turn stones into bread for 
the satisfaction of His hunger He 
would have repudiated His man- 
hood and separated Himself from 
those He came to save. But, in the 
might of the Word, Jesus conquered. 

The second temptation was to 
sensationalism, that by an astound- 
ing demonstration of supernatural 
power He might win the plaudits of 
the crowd, and attain the crown 
without the cross. Again, with a 
well-chosen verse of Scripture, our 
Lord turned His enemy aside. 

The third temptation was the 
Devil’s last despairing throw. He 
offered to spare Him the agony of 
Calvary, and yet to give Him a 
universal throne, if only He would 
acknowledge Satan’s supremacy. 
When the weary Jesus retorted: 
‘Get thee hence, Satan,’’ He coun- 
tered the Devil’s arrogance by as- 
serting His own authority, and in 
His next words paid homage to the 
only true Potentate, His Heavenly 
Father. Temporarily routed, Satan 
withdrew, knowing that final defeat 
awaited him when, from the cross, 
Jesus should ery in triumph: ‘‘It 
is finished.’’ 

LESSON PLAN 
1. Jesus Identified with Men 
a. “Made sin for us” 
b. Our great Example 
2. Jesus Approved by God 
a. “My beloved Son” 


b. “Hear Him” 


3. Jesus Tempted by Satan 
a. Our common experience 
b. The mighty Victor 
c. Conquerors through Him 
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1. We have omitted in beginning 
this study the story of the incarna- 
tion, deferring that until Christmas. 
But the principle of the incarnation 
cannot be avoided or postponed: 
the man Christ Jesus in Jordan’s 
stream, as much as the baby Jesus 
on Mary’s breast, tells us of the 
miracle of Immanuel, God with us. 
‘*In all things it behoved Him to 
be made like unto His brethren’’ 
(Heb. 2:17). Pure from all sin 
Himself, He nevertheless assumed 
our sin and carried it to the cross. 
So, at the beginning of His mini- 
stry, He identified Himself with 
sinners, asking baptism at John’s 
hands that His acceptance of our 
humanity might be fully demon- 
strated. 

But if He stooped to our level it 
was only that He might lift us up 
to His. So, though ranged with sin- 
ners, He took the path of obedience, 
bidding us to follow. God calls upon 
men for repentance and the for- 
saking of sin; and by His example 
our blessed Lord endorsed the will 
of God, calling upon us to walk in 
His steps. 

2. While Jesus fulfilled all the 
requirements of the incarnation in 
His identification with men, God the 
Father acclaimed Him from Heaven 
as ‘‘My beloved Son.’’ Thus the in- 
spired records keep in close juxta- 
position the inseparable twin truths 
of Him who was at once Son of 
God and Son of Man. Men may 
emphasize one aspect of the per- 
sonality of Jesus at the expense of 
the other—sometimes it is His hu- 
manity, and at others it is His 
deity; but the Spirit of God pre- 
serves both facts and warns us 
against losing sight of either of 
them. 

Later, on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, the Father again ac- 
knowledged the Son, this time add- 
ing the words: ‘‘Hear ye Him’’ 
(Mt. 17:5). This command is the 
inevitable requirement of the divine 
endorsement of Jesus. Because He 
is God’s Son, we must attend to 
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what He has to say. Not to do so 
is irreparable loss, for He, and He 
alone, has the words of eternal life. 

3. A mark of His humanity was 
His temptation, for Satan pays at- 
tention to all the children of men. 
It is not surprising that Christ’s 
public presentation by John, and 
His dedication to His ministry, and 
the Father’s acclamation, should be 
immediately followed by testing 
and trial. When we declare ourselves 
for God we are sure to draw the fire 
of the enemy. 

The simple yet glorious message 
of Christ’s victory over Satan’s al- 
lurements was His personal dedi- 
cation to His mission of redemption. 
He would allow nothing to deflect 
Him from the cross. He came into 
the world to die for men, and 
bravely set His face toward that 
ultimate. That His determination 
meant defeat for our arch enemy 
should thrill our hearts. Our David 
has met with and conquered Hell’s 
Goliath, and made victory possible 
for all who trust in Him. 

So today’s lesson is one of hope 
and encouragement for every de- 
feated soul. Jesus has conquered; 
so may we. He has shown the way, 
for by the Sword of the Spirit 
(which is the Word of God), and 
trust in almighty power, we may 
parry every thrust of our adver- 
sary, and share our Master’s tri- 
umph. 

OCTOBER 12, 1952 


Jesus Describes the Christian Life 
LESSON TEXT: Matthew 5:1-12 
Golden Text: “Let your light so shine be- 
fore men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

To whom were the Beatitudes ad- 
dressed? To the disciples. That fact 
needs to be well noted. There are 
many who praise the high ethical 
content of our Lord’s pronounce- 
ment in the Sermon on the Mount, 
and who would make these precepts 
the standards of moral living. There 
are others who decry them as im- 
possible for human attainment: 
lofty peaks of personal and social 
behavior which are impracticable 
because unscalable. Both points of 
view are wrong, and for the same 
reason: they fail to realize that 
these are Christ’s standards for His 
redeemed and regenerate people, 
for whom the impossible becomes 
the possible through the power of 
the indwelling Spirit. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

Jesus deliberately withdrew from 
the multitudes because He sought 
opportunity to instruct His disci- 
ples. Behind Capernaum He found 
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a hillside which seemed to offer a 
quiet retreat. There He called the 
Twelve to Him, and seating Himself 
after the manner of an eastern 
teacher, He gave them these laws of 
the Christian life. 

The word ‘‘blessed’’ cannot ade- 
quately be rendered by ‘‘happy.’’ 
Certainly happiness is involved ; but 
it is a happiness not necessarily 
immediately realized, but future, 
eternal, and secure. It is a happi- 
ness that arises not from sensation 
but from divine approval and re- 
ward; it is a happiness given by 
God Himself, deep, and inward, and 
forever satisfying. 

Whether ovr Lord elaborated 
these eight benedictions at the time, 
we do not know. That He did so in 
His subsequent teaching, and by 
His Spirit throvgh the apostles, we 
are sure. Therefore, it is in the light 
of the revelation of the New Testa- 
ment that we must seek to interpret 
these phrases. 

The ‘‘poor in spirit’? are the 
lowly-minded, the humble, the child- 
like. They are to be contrasted with 
the Pharisees, who were spiritually 
self-sufficient and proud. These 
thought to gain the kingdom of 
Heaven by their works; but, our 
Lord declared, those who would 
most surely attain that kingdom 
were the men and women who knew 
their inadequacies, and therefore 
looked for salvation from above. 

‘‘They that mourn’’ describes the 
repentant and spiritually dissatis- 
fied, longing for greater holiness of 
life for themselves, and weeping for 
the sins of the world at large. Their 
comfort will come from the experi- 
ence of God’s grace in forgiveness 
and redemption. 

Blessing for the Meek: 

At no point do these words of 
Jesus challenge the philosophies of 
the world more clearly than when 
He says: ‘‘Blessed are the meek: 
for they shall inherit the earth.’’ 
As He spoke, Rome was the uni- 
versal master, flaunting her eagles 
even in Jerusalem, the Holy City of 
the Jews. Men still c'eave to the 
mistake that might will prevail, al- 
though Mussolini in his shameful 
death and Hitler in his funeral pyre 
attest that Christ Jesus spoke the 
truth. The meek will inherit the 
earth! 

What are the things that the 
world hungers and thirsts after? 
Pleasure, riches, rank, influence. 
And how few attain them! Fewer 
still retain them. But, on the word 
of the Master, those who seek after 
Heavenly blessings, setting their 
hearts upon that righteousness with 
which they may please God, shall 
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realize their desire—yes, and be 
filled ! 


God is merciful: therein is the 
hope of men. So it becomes His 
children to be. ‘‘Forgive us our 
trespasses,’’ the Saviour taught. us 
to say, ‘‘even as we forgive them 
that trespass against us.’’ Having 
obtained merey ourselves, we must 
be merciful; and the fact that we 
do show mercy to others will be the 
assurance in our hearts of enjoying 
the everlasting mercy of the Lord. 

Wasn’t Jesus Himself a peace- 
maker? ‘‘He is our peace,’’ said 
Paul; and, again, He ‘‘came and 
preached peace’’ (Eph. 2:14, 17). 
After His example, Christians are 
to be men of peace, living in har- 
mony with others, and bringing the 
world into harmony with God. 

Strangest benediction of all: 
‘‘Blessed are they which are per- 
secuted.’’ How well the disciples 
would remember these words! For 
the time was coming when they 
would fulfill the condition in their 
own lives: unjustly accused, in- 
continently hated, unmercifully ill- 
treated—and all because they were 
God’s men, doing God’s work. In 
such circumstances, said Jesus, re- 
joice, for you are in honored com- 
pany and destined for a glorious 
reward. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. Stating Christ’s Standards 
a i= kL +} on diced 





b. The secret of attainment 


2. Reversing Earth’s Judgments 
a. “Not of the world” 
b. The cause of persecution 


3. Declaring God's Blessing 
a. Happiness in obedi 
b. Rewards in store 
1. What kind of life should a 

Christian live? Have we any guide 
to conduct for those who profess to 
follow Jesus? Our lesson passage an- 
swers these questions. From the lips 
of our Lord Himself we have a code 
of behavior which challenges us with 
its high requirements. Here is the 
corrective for religion divorced from 
everyday living—a strong reminder 
that to be a Christian is to demon- 
strate in practical actions the reality 
of an inward faith. 


So lofty are these requirements 
of Jesus that we might well despair 
of fulfilling them. In the unfolding 
of the Gospel message, however, we 
have the secret of attainment. The 
laws which Moses gave carried with 
them no promise of power to observe 
them; but the imperatives of Jesus 
are accompanied by a gracious reve- 
lation of spiritual. enablement. 
Through His indwelling Spirit, 
whose fruit is ‘‘love, joy, peace, 





longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance’’ (Gal. 
5 :22-23), frail men and women may 
demonstrate in their lives the char- 
acteristics of the Christ they serve. 

_2. Before Pilate Jesus said, ‘‘My 
kingdom is not of this world.’’ These 
laws of His kingdom reveal how 
true this is, for they reverse the 
valuations and judgments of men. 
The world says, ‘‘ Assert yourself, 
and win.’’ Jesus says, ‘‘ Blessed are 
the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth.’’ The world says, ‘‘Major on 
success; money is the key to happi- 
ness.’’ Jesus says, ‘‘ Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be 
filled.’’ 

It is significant that last among 
the Beatitudes is that of the perse- 
euted. When men follow the prin- 
ciples of Christ they incur the dis- 
pleasure of the world by being 
different, and displeasure leads to 
scorn, and scorn to violence. Yet if 
our obedience to Christ’s way of 
life brings us into conflict with the 
world, even then we are ‘‘blessed,’’ 
for our reward is sure. 

3. In our study of the Ten Com- 
mandments we noted Paul’s state- 
ment concerning the fifth of these 
that it ‘‘is the first commandment 
with promise’ (Eph. 6:2). These 
great demands of our Lord, how- 
ever, are each prefaced by a prom- 
ise, carrying with them the assurance 
of blessedness. This joy is not some- 
thing indefinitely deferred; it is the 
immediate consequence of obedience. 

Hard though Christ’s demands 
may be, when we meet them in daily 
conduct we have the blessing in our 
hearts. 

But this is not all. The persecuted 
Christian may find it hard (though 
not impossible) to rejoice under 
suffering. To him the word is given: 
‘*Great is your reward in Heaven.’’ 
So for all who obey there is stored 
up an ‘‘eternal weight of glory”’ 
(2 Cor. 4:17). 





North Africa Needs Missionaries 


To tell of this 
need and to en- 
courage God’s 
people to pray, 
Mr. Robert I. 
Brown, Deputa- 
tion Secretary of 
» the Mission, will 
© be delighted to 

speak in your 
church, Sunday school, etc., as his 
schedule permits. Mr. Brown is a 
veteran missio: to Moslems. For 
information as to available dates, 
address 





The Deputation Secretary, North Africa Mission, 
523 Owen Road, Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 
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God Spake By Moses. Oswald T. Allis. 
Presbyterian and Reformed Publish- 
ing Co., Philadelphia. 159 p. $1.50. 
Perhaps the most accurate description 

of this book is, “a brief scholarly com- 

mentary on the Pentateuch.” Dr. Allis 
does not discuss any of the great prob- 
lems regarding the purity of the text 
or the historicity of the narratives in 
any detail whatsoever. As the title indi- 
cates, he assumes without any argu- 
ment the fact that the first five books 
of the Bible are God’s revelation of 
Himself and His will through His serv- 
ant Moses. This is not to say that no 
problems are treated at all. But when 
they are the treatment is very brief and 
often inconclusive; as indeed the nature 
and degree of information often requires. 
In other words, the reader is not pre- 
sented with a complete rigid detailed 
system of interpretation as the only 
correct understanding of the text. But 
rather the author presents a reserved, 
thoroughly Biblical, and self-consistent 
explanation of the major points with 
helpful suggestions for knotty questions. 
It is refreshing to be taught by a man 
who, although he believes in plenary 
verbal inspiration, does not indulge in 
far-fetched or fantastic schemes of in- 
terpretation’ or else avoid real problems 
by the expediency of explaining them 
away. Instead, we have a concise sys- 
tematic analysis of each book with 
special emphasis upon the spiritual 
truths which are just as valid for us 
now as they were when first God spoke 
through Moses. FRS. 


The Prickly Pear. Eric G. Fisk. Van 
Kampen Press, 128 p., Wheaton, Il. 
$2.00. 

“The Prickly Pear is a lovely, delicious 
fruit, when you get to it.” And, like the 
prickly pear which grows about him, the 
Mohammedan is hard to reach with the 
Gospel. But how sweet is the fruit which 
God gives to the faithful Christian mis- 
sionary who stays by the stuff despite 
the hardness of the hearts about him. 
This, briefly, is the message of The 
Prickly Pear. 

Anyone interested in Moslem missions 
will want to read this interesting book; 
those who have never before considered 
the challenge of Mohammedanism should 
read it so that they can pray intelligently 
about what has been well-called Satan’s 
masterpiece. Moslems have been so de- 
ceived and confused by Satan that their 
supposed worship of God is nothing more 
than the worship of the imaginations of 
their own hearts. While admitting that 
Christ was a prophet every child who 
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passes through the most elementary 
stage of Koranic school learns by heart: 

“They slew Him not, and they cru- 

cificd Him not, but they had only 

His likeness.” 

Thus Satan through the Koran strikes 
at the very heart of Christianity—re- 
demption by the death of Christ on the 
cross. 

This book is replete with stories of 
Satan’s opposition to Mohammedan mis- 
sions. It deals with the disinterest on the 
part of Christians, fanatical opposition 
of the natives, discouragement of the 
missionaries on the field, and the hatred 
on the part of Moslems for those of their 
number who dare to accept Christ as 
Saviour. There are a number of truly 
thrilling stories of how God has cut 
through this massed opposition and 
truly saved both the learned and the 
unlearned in a most remarkable way. 
In all cases salvation seems to have been 
accompanied by a great sense of sin and 
guilt. This in itself should give us an 
indication of how to pray for this diffi- 
cult field. 

To read this book is to face the most 
difficult missionary task before the 
Christian Church today. It is a challenge 
the Christian Church should stop avoid- 


me P.AH. 


Faith and Sanctification. G. C. Berk- 
houwer. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 193 p. $3.00. 

G. C. Berkouwer, Professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology at the Free University 
of Amsterdam, has given to us in Faith 
and Sanctification an excellent treatise 
on the much ignored doctrine of Chris- 
tian holiness. This is not a popular 
presentation of the subject. It must be 
read with attention but the dividends 
received will repay the effort. 

As its title suggests Faith and Sancti- 
fication cannot be divorced. With great 
clearness the author sets forth that we 
are not to be holy to gain salvation, we 
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are to be holy because we are saved. 
He points out that this order of things is 
not unique with the New Testament but 
is found in the Old Testament also. 
Israel was to follow the rules and cere- 
monies of the laws not to become God’s 
people but because, having been chosen 
as His people by -sovereign grace, they 
were to obey the laws as a testimony to 
Him. 

Thus there can be no sanctification 
without justification. He cites many 
passages in the New Testament to show 
that sanctification is a result of, and 
grounded in, our faith in Christ as 
Saviour, that the life of the saints is 
lived through the power of the risen 
Lord Jesus. This enables him to refute 
the argument, on the one hand, of 
liberal Protestantism which endeavors 
to be good apart from Christ and doc- 
trine, and on the other, the claim of the 
Catholic theologians that to be justified 
by faith alone is not conducive to holy 
living. In unmistakable terms Berkouwer 
points out that life grows out of a living 
belief in true doctrine and that genuine 
salvation results in a changed life whose 
very breath is holiness. RLK 





The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 
be purchased through Eternity 
Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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is perfect follow-up for Year 1 course; 
food, too, if you did not use Year 1. 
rue-to-the-Bible; practical; inspirational. 
eruy titles: “Rules of the Road,” 
“Wayside Trails,” “Men Who Traveled 
This Way Before,” and “Companions 
on My Journey.” Teacher’s Quarterly, 
45c. Pupil’s Leaflet, per quarter, 30c. 
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has revised and simplified activity books 
printed in 2 colors. Lesson story paper 
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colorful picture-strip Bible story. Teach- 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 7) 


These figures tell a different story 
when they are broken down into 
states and into electoral college 
votes. With Eisenhower it would 
appear that the nation has the op- 
portunity, for the first time in 
twenty years, of breaking the joint 
Labor Union-Catholic domination of 
the national scene. 


SAINTS FOR NOW 

The Roman firm of Sheed & Ward 
is bringing out a book which will 
be widely pushed by the church this 
autumn. It is an anthology of the 


_ lives of the saints, and is edited by 


Claire Booth Luce. The title will be 
Saints for Now. 


INDIAN CHRISTIAN 
One of the leaders in the new 


India is an outstanding Baptist . 


layman, Dr. H. C. Mookerjee, who 
has been named Governor of West 
Bengal. Dr. Mookerjee recently 
established a scholarship fund of 
thirty thousand pounds for Protest- 
ant Bengali students, and a similar 
fund to assist students of all com- 
munities. 


WALLS 
(Continued from page 11) 


His problem was a moral one, his 
unbelief was based on his love for 
sin. This wall is deep-rooted and 
has its foundations built in the 
human heart. 


Wall of Fanatical Catholicism. 
One of the aforementioned Marine 
officers said to me, ‘‘So you’re a 
missionary. Don’t you know that 
the Catholics have this place sewed 
up? Why don’t you pack up and 
get out of here?’’ 


This is not true. We have been 
led to believe that Latin America is 
100 per cent Catholic. But to 
analyze this is to reveal its falsity. 


Cartagena includes about 100,000 
people and one day in the post office 
I saw this sign, ‘‘80,000 people are 
neglecting the only acceptable means 
of sacrifice to God, the mass. Don’t 
be one of these 80,000 that forget 
God.’’ In an effort to shock the 
p2ople of Cartagena into attending 
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The Book of Revelation 

“Few of the commentaries 
that have been written on this 
profound and mysterious book 
are as sound and as simple as 
this one . . .”"—-Moody Monthly. 
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church, the Archbishop was adver- 
tising the failure of-the church to 
attract the masses of the city! 

Dr. George Howard has figures to 
prove that in many Latin American 
countries, not 10 per cent of the 
population live up to the minimum 
requirements of Catholicism. 

On the other hand, many key 
political and governmental positions 
are filled by fanatical Catholics who 
do their best to incite mobs to stone 
churches, boycott and _ persecute 
evangelical Christians, and kill those 
who refuse to compromise their 
convictions. Inquisitional methods 
are encouraged to hinder the ‘‘here- 
ties,’’ as we are called. And of 
course many fair-minded, Colombian 
Catholics regret and deplore these 
actions of bigotry and intolerance 
toward Protestant evangelicals. 

Without doubt, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church offers the greatest or- 
ganized resistance to the Gospel in 
Latin America. 


Jericho’s walls fell flat. These 
walls present things as they are. Too 
long we have been guilty of being 
‘*Pollyannas’’ in our presentation 
of actual conditions on the field, 
and one cannot have an intelligent 
concept of the field without seeing 
the black right alongside the white. 

Yet the picture is not entirely 
hopeless. Little cracks can be seen 
widening in these walls. There is 
indication of decay and disintegra- 
tion. Joshua’s little band has been 
faithfully encircling with prayer 
and planting. It is coming up to the 
seventh time around, and as ‘‘by 
faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down,’’ so shall these! 

Attitudes toward the Gospel have 
changed even within the last five 
years. There are no sweeping move- 
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ments yet, but there are merey 
drops here and there, little awaken- 
ings, and flaming sparks which are 
‘as the sound of marching in the » 
mulberry trees.’’. Conferences re- 
cently in Medellin and Sincelejo . 
were specimens of the quickening 
power of God in operation with 
melted hearts and hushed spirits. 

The evangelistic campaigns of the 
Latin America Mission are being 
used to widen the cracks and shake 
the walls’ foundation. In Trinidad, 
50,000 in two weeks’ time atten- 
tively listened as opera star Anton 
Marco sang the Gospel to the ac- 
companiment of concert pianist Dick 
Foulkes, and as Paul Van Gorder 
preached God’s Word. Over eight 
hundred accepted the Saviour. 
These campaigns continue in dif- 
ferent cities throughout the year. 
Other missions are seeing hopeful 
signs as well. 

In the light of all this—these 
walls, and yet these indications of 
hope—what is Colombia’s greatest 
need today? Before the walls of 
Jericho fell flat, you will remember 
that Joshua had a holy interview 
with the Lord of hosts. The curtain 
is drawn on this experience and all 
we know is that when the Captain 
of the Lord’s hosts said, ‘‘ Loose thy 
shoe from off thy foot, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy,’’ 
Joshua did so. 

It must be the same in Colombia. 
If there is to be a falling of the 
walls, a supernatural victory, then 
missionaries, Colombian pastors, 
workers and believers must have 
the divine: power and manifest 
presence of the Holy Gho-t which 
comes from a new, intimate experi- 
ence with the Almighty. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 29) 
PEARL BUCK’S NEW BOOK 

Pearl Buck has written a new 
novel, The Hidden Flower. It should 
be remembered that Mrs. Buck was 
a child of missionaries, that she 
was, herself, a missionary, married 
to a missionary. It should then be 
remembered that she abandoned her 
husband when she became famous, 
divorced him, married her pub- 
lisher, and then became the author 
of a book which friends declare to 
have been a terrible libel against 
her own father. 

In .her new book, Pearl Buck has 
an American soldier and a Japanese 
girl become the parents of a child. 
The man did not know that there 
was a child, and the mother aban- 
doned it to a childless doctor. 

The reason for mentioning the 
book here lies in the fact that Mrs. 
Buck proclaims that the salvation 
of mankind depends upon the union 
of the East and the West, and it is 
the unavoidable conclusion that she 
advocates inter-racial marriages. 
She calls the baby ‘‘the world 
child.’’ The reviewer in the Satur- 
day Review says that the book is 
“‘moving’’ but says that there is no 
place for analyzing the quality of 
the love that is the subject of the 
book (lust, of course), or of ‘‘Mrs. 
Buck’s motive for proclaiming the 
child that was born of it a Saviour.”’ 
Thus low can great gifts be prosti- 
tuted. 

RUSSIA AND THE WEST 

Crowded audiences assembled to 
hear Pastor Martin Niemoller dur- 
ing his tour of South Wales under 
the auspices of the British Council 
of Churches. Pastor Niemoller- de- 
clared the Christian message was 
the one needed in ‘‘a world which 
has become frightened by its own 
inhumanity.’’ Speaking of his visit 
to Moscow, he said that the hope of 
the Eastern and Western world was 
the Christian message. It is heard 
and understood by Russians as well 
as by people of the West; and, 
Pastor Niemoller added, one of the 
great dangers was for the West to 
judge the Russian people from the 
standpoint of Western psychology. 


THE BIBLE FLOWER MISSION 

The Bible Flower Mission, found- 
ed in England in 1875, sends visi- 
tors regularly into hospitals to 
distribute portions of the Word of 
God, together with either flowers or 
lavender. At the Mission’s recent 
Annual Meeting the General Secre- 
tary stated that in the 37 hospitals 
at present being visited, some 10,000 
or more people receive these gifts 
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and verses every month. Reports by 
several of these hospital visitors 
mentioned remarkable cases of men 
having found salvation through the 
work of this Mission. 


ISRAEL AND THE WORD OF GOD 

At the annual meeting of the 
Society for Distributing the Holy 
Seriptures to the Jews, the Secre- 
tary, J. Yoelson-Taffen, reported on 
his recent tour of Israel. Mr. Taf- 
fen’s report touched on every aspect 
of life in Israel today. But most 
astonishing of all, he said, was the 
hunger for the Scriptures which he 
met with wherever he went. It was 
absolutely phenomenal, and _ fre- 
quently his car was stopped on the 
roads by people asking him for New 
Testaments. Mr. Taffen declared 
that if ever there was a time to give 
Israel the Word of God it is now. 
And the Council had _ therefore 


placed a further order for 20,000 | 


Hebrew-English and 20,000 Hebrew- 
French New Testaments. 


THE BROOKLYN CHILDREN’S MISSION 

A far-reaching work for Christ is 
being done among school age boys 
and girls in Brooklyn. Lives are 
being transformed and homes are 
being visited by the Spirit of Christ 
through the Brooklyn Children’s 
Mission. This is a growing work 
which should be better known to 
our readers. 

A representative of the Mission 
writes ‘‘We are convinced that in 
addition to the Released-Time and 
After-School classes, which are all 
too few, we should have an experi- 
enced missionary in every neigh- 
borhood. We are praying that the 
Lord will burden many hearts for 
‘‘Africa in Brooklyn,’’ with its 
teeming multitudes and dire spir- 
itual need. 


CATHOLIC BOOK DEPARTMENT 

Doubleday, well-known New York 
publishing firm, is inaugurating a 
new department for Roman Catho- 
lie textbooks. 


MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 

That there are many divorces in 
the United States is traceable to the 
light view of marriage which is 
held by many people. Bennett Cerf 
is authority for the following anec- 
dote. A certain judge in New York 
has married many couples with the 
following ritual: ‘‘Do you want to 
marry her?’’ ‘‘Do you want to 
marry him?’’ ‘‘Okay, you’re mar- 
ried.’’ Cerf states, ‘‘It was just as 
binding that way, for better or for 
worse.’’ To which I may add— 
mostly worse. 





THE ART OF LIVING 
(Continued from page 19) 
“THE FELLOWSHIP By far 
OF HIS SUFFERINGS” the best 
way to use 
adversity is to enter more fully into 
fellowship with God. If seeming 
disasters have this effect they cannot 
but be blessed. Hosea suffered ter- 
ribly because of the unfaithfulness 
of Gomer his wife. This did not lead 
him to doubt God, but had just the 
opposite effect; he became through 
his very sufferings much more 
vividly aware of the the Divine 
mercy and lovingkindness toward 
men. It is a fact that in the Bible 
the men who knew God best were 
the men who suffered most. So if 
you are right up against it, ‘‘take it 
to the Lord in prayer.’’ Some of us 
have heard this advice so often that 
we fail to realize, perhaps, just how 
important it is. A well-known psy- 
chologist has said that the quintes- 
sence of wisdom is embodied in this 
precept: ‘‘Have no anxiety about 
anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God’’ (Phil. 4:6, 
R.S.V.). The healing and strength- 
ening effect of fellowship with God 
is beyond all human caleulation. For 
God is not aloof and unconcerned 
with our suffering, but has already 
taken the burden of it upon Him- 
self. In the Cross of Calvary we 
have the fullest revelation of the 
God who s~ffers with us and for us, 
and who has transformed that suf- 
fering into glorious gain. In the 
fellowship of His sufferings is the 
pathway to power and peace, heal- 
ine and vietorv. 
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In the chapel of San Lorenzo at 
Florence, Michael Angelo has carved 
two figures representing respectively 
Night and Day. But the figure of 
Day has been left unfinished, for 
while the limbs are finely chiselled 
the head and the face are only 
blocked out of marble. The great 
sculptor was apparently inter- 
rupted, and so his work of art re- 
mained incomplete. Our life here 
on earth is not unlike that statue. 
It is unfinished, pointing to an in- 
tended perfection not yet attained 
and impossible within the limita- 
tions of earthly existence. That is 
why a view of life confined to this 
world which does not include the 
far horizons can never be really 
satisfying. 

Even the best lives are, as Ben- 
jamin Jowett once expressed it: 
‘like fragments of ancient art, 
which we prize not for their com- 
pleteness, but for their quality.’’ 
But how much finer the complete 
work of art will be! It is God’s 
purpose to finish that which He has 
begun: ‘‘And I am sure that He 
who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ’’ (Phil. 1:6, R.S.V.). 


LIFE Now elearly, 
AS A SCHOOL’ we cannot know 
the true art of 
living if we mistake the part for 
the whole, and stay with our eyes 
fixed solely upon this present scene. 
Rather we must protest with 
Browning’s Grammarian, 
What’s time? Leave. Now for dogs 
and apes! 
Man has Forever. 
That does not mean however, that 
this present life does not matter; it 
does matter a great deal precisely 
because of what it leads on to. In 
fact life on earth may be likened 
to a school, which pupils enter at 
five and leave, say, at sixteen. The 
time spent at school has purpose 
and significance whether in the 
classroom or on the playing field, 
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You hear it in the liquid notes of a violin, wafted 
softly on the evening air from Wheaton’s Symphony Orchestra 
. ++. Or, in the morning chapel as that tremendous 
chorus of 1600 students breaks out i joyful song... or in pianissimo 
from the well-trained voices of the Chapel Choir... . It beats 
rhythmically, gaily from Lawson Field, as the Band accents a fall 
football game . . . . It chimes clearly from Tower’s height . . . It 
reverberates boldly from the.“‘Stout-hearted Men” of Wheaton’s 
Men’s Glee Club . . . . It lilts lightly from feminine voices, 
skillfully blended into the Women’s Glee Club. . . . 
Winter and spring it peals grandly from the Oratorio Choir and 
Orchestra . . . . And every day you hear it whistled 
through the halls, from the kitchen, along campus walks. 


That song comes from the very heart of a college 
and of its students—the song of joy and praise so 
characteristic of the Christian church. And 
at Wheaton—with its Conservatory of Music 
staffed by expert musical instructors of international 
repute and abounding in opportunities for 
musical expression—that song is at its best! 
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“For Christ and His Kingdom” 


Wheaton + Illinois 


YOu, T00, may have a part in the song 
of Wheaton. A new Conservatory of Music Building is 
needed now to accommodate the many promising 
music students seeking admittance. Wheaton’s 
building program includes plans for the new music 
center as funds are available. We invite you to share 
in our well-balanced education program through 
Christian stewardship and prayer. For pictorial 
bulletin, Building Since 1860, write Room E92 
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A clear presentation of the salient truth 
concerning salvation, bringing it to the 
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By J. F. StromBeck 

A study in practical Christianity based 
upon the neglected truth that it is the 
Grace of God that teaches how to live 
pane unto Him in this world. Cloth, 


50 cents 
GRACE AND TRUTH 


By J. F. Strompeck 

A careful study of the Gospel of John 
showing how Grace and Truth has now 
superseded the law which came by Moses. 
Cloth, 158 pages.. $1.00 


SHALL NEVER PERISH 
By 7 F. Srrompeck 

The marshalling | of the large body of 
Scripture bearing “on the doctrine of 
eternal security of the believer” is that 
which contributes the great and lasting 
value of this volume. Cloth, 195 pages. .$1.00 


FIRST THE RAPTURE 


By J. F. Stromseck 

The latest book on a tremendously vital 
subject today. When will the rapture of 
believers occur? Mr. Strombeck has studied 
the Word of God for the answer. Cloth. .$1.00 
(Mr. Strombeck is a manufacturer. First of all he 
is a student of the Word and these books have been 
written as a ministry. Their unusually low price is 
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een 


BIBLICAL DEMONOLOGY 
By Mennmz F. Uncen ................. $4.00 


A study of the spiritual forces behind the 





because it is all part of the prepara- 
tion for a fuller life beyond and 
outside. Suppose it were otherwise, 
that all the pupils knew that their 
lives would end when they reached 
sixteen. In that case their schooldays 
would be robbed of a very large 
part of their purpose and meaning. 
Our time here on earth can have 
true zest and significance only if it 
is understood as a preparation for 
something beyond the ‘‘kinder- 
garten’’—something greater, vaster, 
more wonderful. Lose that vision, 
and it becomes 
a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing. 

It is significant that Voltaire, hav- 
ing sneered at the Christian con- 
ception of eternal life, came in the 
end to think very little of this life. 
He said: ‘‘The end of it is dreary, 
the middle worthless, and the com- 
mencement ridiculous.’’ To _ live 
successfully in the finest and deep- 
est sense we must have a large 
vision, and an objective beyond. 


LIFE In the Pil- 
AS A JOURNEY grim’s Progress 

which, outside 
the Bible still remains the best 
guide to living, John Bunyan de- 
picts life as a journey. The pil- 
grims were on their way somewhere ; 
they kept their eyes upon the goal 
which was the Celestial City. It was 
this vision which helped to keep 
them going through the many hard- 
ships and trials of the road, and 
gave direction and hope to their 
traveling. We, too, cannot live 
rightly unless we are going some- 


where, and we need to be quite 


resent Id unrest. It is rated by Dr. 
Wilbur M. Si - clear about the nature of the goal. 


Wilbur M. Smith as the most comprehensive 
study of the subject ever produced. A tre- 
mendously important national subject. In- 
cludes chapters on demonology in the mission 
field and in public or political circles. 


God's Methods For Holy  * 


By Donatp G. BARNHOUSE.............. 
Messages on the subject of peer 
holiness. Sound Biblical teaching on the prac- 
tical road to day-by-day holiness, the power 
of Bible study, assurance, cleansing, the power 
of the blessed hope, and many other topics that 
can be applied daily in a very real way ta 
personal living. 181 pages. Cloth bound. 
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which ETERNITY has published serially 
is concluded in this issue. It is now 
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It is fashionable today to talk care- 
lessly and slightingly about Heaven 
and Hell; we are told that we should 
concentrate on life down here as 
though it were an end in itself. But 
if we are wise, we will not allow 
ourselves to be put off with sneers 
about ‘‘pie in the sky when you 
die.’’ 

Let us be perfectly clear about 
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this. If there is no eternal life, then 
Addvam the Christian Gospel is false and 
City Zone State untrue: if there is, then it must 
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moment. We shall value our present 
life as a preparation, and its joys 
as a foretaste of the feast which is 
tc come. We shall be enabled to see 
things in true proportion and per- 
spective, refusing to become unduly 
attached to that which is destined 
to pass away. We shall discipline 
ourselves to live for values and 
interests that really do matter. In 
short, we shall learn to live as 
‘seeing Him who is invisible.’’ 


THE FORETASTE 
AND THE FEAST 


At this point 
there is a dan- 
ger that must 
be noticed, and avoided. We must 
not make an artificial contrast be- 
tween this life and that which is 
to come; for a Christian they are 
parts of one whole. To revert to our 
earlier illustration, the work of art 
begun now is completed then. When 
we sit down to a full course dinner 
the first dish is a part of the one 
feast. This life is called in the New 
Testament ‘‘the foretaste’’ — the 
hors d’oeuvre, the first installment 
of the feast. That is why it is so 
very important. In this book we 
have stressed the ‘‘now’’ because 
we are also concerned with the ‘‘not 
yet.’’ Eternal life, real life, whether 
in the present or in the future is the 
same in quality, as a sentence from 
John’s Gospel will help to make 
clear: ‘‘ And this is life eternal, that 
they should know Thee the only 
true God, and Him whom Thou 
didst send—Jesus Christ’’ (John 
17:3). 

Real life then is to know God 
through Jesus Christ, and we can 
enter into the happiness of it now. 
After all, is it not futile to study 
the art of living unless we possess 
the real life to live? A man cannot 
live naturally unless he is born; in 
the same way spiritually the basic 
need of every one of us is first of 
all to receive that new quality of 
life, personal, communal, eternal, 
which is the free gift of God in 
Jesus Christ. It can be summarized 
in these words: ‘‘God gave unto us 
eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son. He that hath the Son hath the 
life; he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not the life’’ (1 John 
5:11, 12). At the beginning, on the 
way, and at the end, Christ Himself 
is the secret of the art of living. As 
F. W. Myers forcefully expressed it, 


Yea, through life, death, through 
sorrow and through sinning 

He shall suffice me, for He hath 
sufficed : 

Christ is the end, for Christ was the 
beginning, 

Christ the beginning, for the end is 
Christ. 


SEPTEMBER 1952 


THE ENGLISH BIBLE 
(Continued from page 9) 
partly of a prophetic, and partly of 
a poetical, character, so far as these 
two can be distinguished. 

Narrative, then, comes first in 
order of time, as in order of books. It 
deals with the early history of man- 
kind, and the great epochs, especially 
the earlier, in the history of the 
Hebrew race. As suggested above, it 
delineates history largely under the 
form of biography, its most univer- 
sally interesting form, and these biog- 
raphies are full of ups and downs, of 
lights and shadows, both in charac- 
ters and events. Conceived as affect- 
ing the ultimate destinies of all 
mankind, and, indeed, of every indi- 
vidual soul, these lives, presented in 
bold and picturesque outlines, are 
among the most enthralling of stories. 

Next in order to the narrative 
books, thus filled with matter of 
deepest import and overwhelming 
interest to the race, come the poetic 
books, of which the Psalter is the 
chief. Some of the psalms are 
founded upon chapters of the national 
history, and all presuppose an ac- 
quaintance with the national religion. 
In turn, the psalms of an earlier 
period are subject to reworking at a 
later epoch, to express more per- 
fectly the sentiments of the individual 
or the religious community. The 
same staple of matter thus reappears 
in’ a variety of forms, all of them 
charged with sincerity, fervor, or 
even passion. 

The prophetic books form the third 
main division. After story and song 
come monition and reproof, mingled 
with predictions of a better time. The 
prophet has much in common with 
the poet, but is more didactic, and is 
concerned with the national life rather 
than with the individual. Like the 
poet, the prophet rehearses or alludes 
to God’s dealings with His people, 
so that ¢ontinuity of motive is main- 
tained throughout. A projection into 
the future opens up occasional vistas 
of limitless range and surpassing 
beauty, which give scope and direc- 
tion to such hopes as men are prone 
to conceive for themselves or their 
descendants. 

The first condition of great litera- 
ture is a unity of theme and concept 
that shall give coherence and organi- 
zation to all detail, however varied. 
By this test the Bible is great litera- 
ture. One increasing purpose runs 
through the whole, and is reflected in 
the widening and deepening thought 
of the writers; yet it is a purpose 
which exists germinally at the be- 
ginning, and unfolds like a bud. Thus, 
all the principal books are linked and 
even welded together, and to the 
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common consciousness form, as it 
were, but a single book. 

By far the greater part of the 
books which the world has agreed to 
call classic—that is, permanently en- 
joyable and permanently helpful— 
are marked by dignity of theme and 
earnestness of treatment. The theme 
or themes of the Bible are of the 
utmost comprehensiveness, depth, 
and poignancy of appeal. In the 
treatment there is nowhere a trace of 
levity or insincerity to be detected. 
The heart_of a man is felt to be 
pulsating behind every line. There is 
no straining for effect, no obtrusive 
ornament, no complacent parading of 
the devices of art. Great matters are 
presented with warmth of sentiment, 
in a simple style; and nothing is more 
likely to render literature enduring. 

Another trait of good literature 
exemplified by the Bible is breadth. 
Take, for example, the story of 
Jacob, the parable of the Prodigal 
Son, or St. Paul’s speech on Mars’ 
hill. Only the essentials are given. 
There is no petty and befogging de- 
tail. The characters, the events, or 
the arguments stand out with clear- 
ness, even with boldness. An inclusive 
and central effect is produced with 
a few masterly strokes, so that the 
resulting impression is one of con- 
ciseness and economy. 

Closely associated with this quality 
of breadth is that of vigor. The au- 
thors of the Bible have no time nor 
mind to spend upon the elaboration 
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of curiosities, or upon minute and 
trifling points. Every sentence, nay, 
every word, must count. The spirit 
which animates the whole must in- 
form every particle. There is no room 
for delicate shadings; the issues are 
too momentous, the concerns too 
pressing, to admit of introducing 
anything that can be spared. A vol- 
ume is compressed into a page, a 
page into a line. 


And God said, Let there be light, and 
there was light. 


Jesus wept. 


It would not be difficult to show 
how all these qualities flow neces- 
sarily from the intense preoccupation 
of the Biblical authors with matters 
affecting all they held dear, all their 
hopes and fears with respect to their 
country, their family and themselves, 
at the present and in a boundless 
future. Even when the phrases em- 
ployed seem cool and measured, they 
represent a compressed energy like 
that of a tightly coiled spring, tend- 
ing to actuate effort and struggle of 
many kinds, and to open out into arts 
and civilizations of which the Hebrew 
never dreamed. 

In a sense, then, it is the lyrical 
faculty that distinguishes the Hebrew 
author. Yet he is not an Aeolian harp, 
delicately responsive to every zephyr 
of sentiment. His passions are few 
and elemental, and, as we have seen, 
are prone to utter themselves ener- 
getically. One is tempted to compare 
the great lyric, as it has been called, 
of the Hebrew, with the effusions, or 
rather the creations, of Sappho and 
Pindar. Yet Sappho and Pindar must 
suffer in the comparison. Addison 
speaks of Horace and Pindar as 
showing, when confronted with the 
Psalms, “an absurdity and confusion 
of style,” and “a comparative poverty 
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of imagination.” As for Sappho, her 
longest extant production, while in- 
tense, shows, in conjunction with the 
shorter fragments, that her deeper 
emotion is limited in range, and, be- 
cause of this limitation, and the 
tropical fevor displayed, is less uni- 
versal in its appeal than the best 
lyrical outpourings of the Hebrew 
genius. These include, not only the 
Psalms, but much of Job, the best of 
the prophets, a good deal of the 
Apocalypse, occasional passages of 
St. Paul, and even parts of the nar- 
tative books, especially those which 
report the utterances of notable per- 
sons. 

It has been asserted that the He- 
brews of the Old Testament were 
incapable of producing either drama 
or fiction, and, one might add, the 
leisurely developments of the epic. 
This is only another way of affirming 
their lyrical intensity and preoccupa- 
tion. The destruction of Senna- 
cherib’s host is related with exulta- 
tion, and the historian of Exodus re- 
joices over the destruction of the 
Egyptians in the Red Sea. He is no 
more dispassionate than Tacitus in 
excoriating Nero, or Joinville in his 
devotion to St. Louis. Events are 
never displayed in that “dry light” 
so dear, as they supposed, to Hera- 
clitus and Francis Bacon. There are 
always postulates which nothing 
could induce the writer to discard. 
There is always a presumption in 
favor of monotheism, of God’s pro- 
tecting or punitive care for the people 
of Israel, of their eventual deliverance 
and full entrance upon their divinely 
ordained mission. The poet or prophet 
could never be brought to admit that 
there might be many gods, nor that 
the Hebrew people were not fore- 
ordained to pre-eminence over Phi- 
listines and’ Assyrians. 

But this egoism, this racial pride, 
which manifest themselves by a strong 
coloring and a decided tone, and 
which are at the furthest possible 
remove from scientific indifferentism, 
do not prevent the Bible from pos- 
sessing a universality which has 
placed it at the foundation, or the 
head, or both, of all modern litera- 
tures. There are several reasons for 
this. Every one is interested in the 
origin of the world and of man. It 
may be urged that no other literature 
gives so plain and coherent an account 
of these origins, and of the early 
history of mankind, as the book of 
Genesis. Next, the Bible emphasizes 
the conception that all nations are of 
one blood, and that all men are 
brethren, since their Father is one. 
This, in satisfying the social instinct, 
has tended more and more to draw 
tribe to tribe, and kingdom to king- 
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dom, as well as individual to indi- 
vidual, and, indirectly, has appealed 
to national and personal ambition. 
Thirdly, the morality of the Bible, 
even where it takes the form of statu- 
tory enactments, keeps in view the 
interests of individual happiness and 
social well-being. Fourthly, the He- 
brew race is presented as, in some 
sort, the prototype, or the beneficent 
elder brother, of all other races and 
nationalities, so that any of its ex- 
periences are likely to find a parallel 
in subsequent history, or even to 
help in making subsequent history. 
Fifthly, the future of mankind is re- 
garded in the Bible as bound up with 
the general acceptance of Hebrew 
principles and ideals. Sixthly, the ut- 
most fullness of individual life is 
represented as conditional upon the 
acceptance of that God who first dis- 
tinctly revealed Himself to the He- 
brews, upon obedience to Him and 
upon spiritual union with Him. With 
this is associated the Messianic hope 
of a Deliverer, who, greater than 
His brethren, yet even as they, should 
serve to bring God down to man, and 
lift man up to God. These, perhaps, 
are reasons enough why, notwith- 
standing the lyric note which is every- 
where heard throughout the Bible, it 
possesses also a character of uni- 
versality, and, one might also say, of 


impersonality. Thus, the Psalter, the 
most lyrical part of the Bible, is per- 
haps the widest in its appeal of any, 
simply because the cry of the indi- 
vidual believer, however impassioned, 
finds an echo in every other believing 
soul, and is not without some response 
from the most apathetic. 

As to form, in the sense of order 
and proportion, it is often assumed 
that the Greeks alone possessed its 
secret in antiquity, and bequeathed 
some hint of it to the modern world. 
Perhaps, in an endeavor to vindicate 
for the Hebrews a sense of form, we 
may best appeal to authority; and, 
if so, we can hardly decline to accept 
the judgment of a man who, clas- 
sically educated, and possessed of a 
Frenchman’s love of order and 
beauty, was a Semitic scholar of un- 
usual scope and insight. It was Renan 
who said: 

Israel had, like Greece, the gift of dis- 
engaging its idea perfectly, and of ex- 
pressing it in a concise and finished out- 
line; proportion, measure, taste were, in 
the Orient, the exclusive privilege of the 
Hebrew people, and because of this they 
succeeded in imparting to thought and 
feeling a form general and acceptable to 
all mankind. 

It is true that, if we regard the tech- 
nicalities of literary construction, a 
book of the Bible will not infrequently 
seem to fall short; but this is because 


the author is not intent upon struc- 
ture of a patent and easily definable 
sort. If he secures unity of impressign , 
with variety in detail, it is often by 
the use of other means, and especially. 
through an intrinsic and enthralling 
power which pervades his whole com- 
position. Structure in the more usual 
sense is, however, to be found in 
limited portions, such as the story of 
Joseph, a single prophecy, or a speech 
from the Acts of the Apostles. 

An attempt has been made above 
to show what there is in the consti- 
tution and qualities of the Bible en- 
titling it to be called a classic. In 
what follows, the aim will be to con- 
sider the process by which it became 
an English classic, and the influence 
it has exerted, and continues to exert, 
in that capacity. Before attempting 
this directly, however, we shall need 
briefly to examine the problem which 
it presents to the translator. 


BIBLICAL LANGUAGE 


The nature of the Hebrew lan- 
guage first demands consideration. 
Its most noticeable feature is its de- 
ficiency in abstract and _ general 
terms. It has no philosophical or 
scientific vocabulary. Nearly every 
word presents a concrete meaning, 
clearly visible even through a figura- 
tive use. Many of its roots are verbal, 
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and the physical activity underlying 
each word is felt through all its 
special applications. Thus, to take a 
single example, there is a Hebrew 
word variously rendered in the fol- 
lowing passages by bud, east, spring, 
outgoing, going out. 


Job 38:27: To cause the bud of the 
tender herb to spring forth. 

Psalm 75:6: For promotion cometh 
neither from the east nor the west. 

2 Kings 2:21: And he went forth unto 
the spring of the waters. 

Psalm 65:8: Thou makest the outgoings 
of the morning and evening to rejoice. 

2 Samuel 3:25: Thou knowest . . . that 
he came to deceive thee, and to know thy 
going out and thy coming in, and to know 
all that thou doest. 


In every one of these cases the 
Hebrew word means “going out” or 
“going forth,” and the Hebrew so 
understands it; but the ‘‘going forth” 
of the sun is one thing, and that of 
the waters another. Now, if we could 
suppose the word “bud” or “east” in 
English to present to the imagination, 
as transparently as “spring” does, the 
original activity which the word 
records, we should better understand 
what is true of practically all Hebrew 
words. Everywhere we are face to 
face with motion, activity, life. Of 
the Hebrew words for pride, one 
presents the notion of mounting up, 
one of strutting, and one of seething, 
as a boiling pot. What fundamental 
idea of similar concreteness does the 
English word “pride” suggest? 

There were not many abstract 
ideas to be conveyed in Biblical 
Hebrew; the absence of the words is 
a sign of the absence of the ideas. 
Such a sentence as “The problem of 
external perception is a problem in 
metaphysics,” or “The modifications 
produced within our nervous system 
are the only states of which we can 
have a direct consciousness,” would 
be untranslatable into ancient He- 
brew. It is hardly too much to say 
that every generalization—or, better, 
every general truth—expressed by 
the Hebrew is rendered with the ut- 
most directness, and in phraseology 
as pictorial, as elemental, as trans- 
parent, as stimulative to imagination 
and feeling, as could possibly be. Such 
a language is the very language of 
poetry. The medium through which 
poetry works is the world of sensible 
objects—wine and oil. the cedar of 
Lebanon, the young lion, the moon, 
the cloud, the smoking hills, the wild 
goat, the coney and the stork; or, if 
we turn to Homer rather than the 
Psalmist, a plane-tree, the bright 
water of a spring, a snake blood-red 
on the back, the cheeping brood of 
a sparrow, or beaked ships and well- 
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greaved Achaians. What is necessary 
in order to make poetry out of such 
materials 1s intensity of feeling, with 
elevation and coherence of thought. 
These, we have seen, were the endow- 
ment of the Hebrews. On the one 
hand, they were close to nature; they 
had not parcelled out their human 
constitution into separate and inde- 
pendent faculties ; they had not inter- 
posed a cloud and hubbub of words 
between themselves and things; they 
had not so dissipated their powers 
in minute and laborious analysis that 
they were incapable of naive views, 
powerful sensations and vigorous con- 
victions. On the other hand, they had, 
as tending to coherence and elevation 
of thought, what to them was a suf- 
ficient explanation of all the wonders 
of the universe, and a sufficient im- 
pulse to lift up their hearts: these 
they found in their overmastering 
belief in God the Creator, God the 
Maintainer, and, for those .who trust 
and love Him, God the Deliverer. 

But not only were their words 
concrete—the structure of their sen- 
tences was simple, while of the para- 
graph, in the Greek sense, they had 
hardly any conception, until, in the 
New Testament, we find their diction 
fallen under Greek influence. Their 
chief connective was “and”—hence 
the periodic sentence was, virtually, 
beyond their scope. The verse was 
their stylistic unit ; and a sequence of 
verses, or of sentences about the 
length of what we understand by the 
average Biblical verse, was all that 
they aimed at achieving in’ composi- 
tion. 

THE RHYTHM OF HEBREW POETRY 

Their poetry was measured, not 
by feet, as in ancient Latin and 
Greek, but by word-accents, as in the 
most ancient poetry of many nations, 
including that of our English ances- 
tors. Moreover, Hebrew poetry was 
dominated by the principle of paral- 
lelism of members. Often these mem- 
bers are arranged in couplets, but 
sometimes they include several lines. 
The three primary forms of paral- 
lelism are the synonymous, the syn- 
thetic and the antithetic. Thus, 
synonymous : 

Psalm 15:1: (a) Lord, who shall abide 
in thy tabernacle? (b) Who shall dwell in 
thy holy hill? : 

Synthetic (a succeeding line or 
lines supplementing or completing the 
first) : 

Psalm 14:2: (a) The Lord looked down 
from heaven upon the children of men, 
(b) to see if there were any that did 
understand, and seek God. 

Antithetic : 

Proverbs 10:1 (a) A wise son maketh a 
glad father, (b) but a foolish son is the 
heaviness of his mother. 
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Besides these, there are variations, 
such as climactic parallelism, where 
an expression in the first line is re- 
peated in one or more that follow: 

Psalm 24:8: (a) The Lord strong and 
mighty, (b) the Lord mighty in battle. 


The formation of the strophe, and 
devices such as the refrain, are less 
important. What is chiefly to be 
noted is, first, that Hebrew poetry 
has a decided accentual rhythm, and, 
secondly, that the dominant principle 
in the union of lines into larger 
groups is that of parallelism. The 
controlling rhythm is, therefore, the 
rhythm of meaning, what Watts- 
Dunton has called “sense-rhythm,” 
this, as he observes, being the rhythm 
of nature. Stanley eloquently says: 

“The rapid stroke as of alternate wings,” 
“the heaving and sinking as of the troubled 
heart,” which have been beautifully de- 
scribed as the essence of the parallel 
structure of Hebrew verse, are exactly 
suited for the endless play of human 
feeling, and for the understanding of every 
age and nation. 

Much of Hebrew prose was 
poetical, in the sense that it employed 
these devices to a greater or less 
extent, and all of it was poetical in 
the sense described above in the dis- 
cussion of the Hebrew vocabulary. 
The prophets, in particular, fre- 
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quently rise into a strain which is 
hardly distinguishable from poetry. 
The qualities, then, which fitted the 
Bible, beyond any other book of the, 
world, for translation, are, among 
others, these: é . 


(a) Universality of interest. 
There is much in it for the mean- 
est and most illiterate, and its 
treasures are not to be exhausted 
by the wisest. It touches every 
person at more points than any 
other book that can be named. 

(b) The concreteness and pic- 
turesqueness of its language, ap- 
pealing alike to the child and the 
poet, while suggesting abundant 
reflection to the philosopher. 

(c) The simplicity of its struc- 
ture, which requires little more 
from the translator than that he 
shall render with fidelity one brief 
clause at a time, and follow it by 
the next. 

(d) A rhythm largely independ- 
ent of the features, prosodical or 
other, of any individual language— 
a rhythm free, varied and inde- 
terminate, or, rather, determinate 
only by what has been called “the 
energy of the spirit which sings 
within the bosom of him who 
speaks,” and therefore adaptable to 
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every emotion, from the most deli- 
cate to the most energetic. 
THE LANGUAGE OF TRANSLATION 

It follows that the sway of the 
original is so powerful that hardly 
any translation will be devoid of 
merit, while infinite room is still left 
for felicities of detail, according to 
the character of the medium and the 
skill and taste of the translator. 

Among the qualifications of a good 
translator, the first, undoubtedly, is 
that he shall be penetrated by a sense 
of the surpassing value of his orig- 
inal, and a corresponding sense of 
the importance of his task. This will 
preserve him from flippancy and 
meanness, by imbuing him with 
earnestness and humility. It will 
make him ready to follow wherever 
he is led by the text, and will prevent 
him from pluming himself upon 
prettiness of phrase, or any fancies 
of his own. Such a translator will 
strive with all his might after fidelity 
to word and sense, and after the ut- 
most clearness and simplicity of ren- 
dering, avoiding, on the one hand, 
the trivial, and, on the other, the 
ornate or pompous. He will conform 
to the genius of his own tongue while 
endeavoring to transfer to it the 
treasures of another; and, besides 
possessing naturally, he will cultivate, 
im every proper way, a sensitiveness 
to that music of the phrase, which, 
in the case of the Bible, is but an- 
other name for the music of the heart. 
Only a few translators have united 
these endowments in a just propor- 





Jerome, the first of the great trans- 
lators whom we know by name, the 
author—though he called himself 
rather the reviser—of the Latin 
Vulgate. 

The language into which the Bible 
can be most perfectly rendered will, 
in the first place, be popular, in dis- 
tinction from artificial or scholastic. 
Its vocabulary will consist of such 
words as ordinary people would 
naturally use to describe objects or 
utter their emotions. It will abound 
in concrete expressions, and need 
but few learned or recondite terms. 
The words should, if possible, ex- 
hibit their primitive meaning on 
their face, or, at least, suggest im- 
mediately a single central meaning 
which can be accepted as radical and 
primary. They must, in general, while 
racy and vernacular, be free from de- 
grading or belittling associations, so 
that they may be equally suitable for 
the middle or ordinary style and for 
passages of any degree of elevation 
up to the highest. A considerable 
proportion of them must possess 
sonority, or contain such admixtures 
of vowels and musical consonants as 
will ensure, according to the need, a 
scale of melodious effects ranging 
from serene and quiet harmonies to 
rich and rolling crescendos—but all 
without appearance of effort, in- 
stinctively responsive to the situation, 
and to the feeling which the situation 
evokes. If the rhythmical effects of 
a language are attained through the 
alternation of stressed and unstressed 
syllables, such a language will so far 
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resemble the Hebrew, and serve as 
a natural medium for the transmis- 
sion of the original effects. 

OLD ENGLISH VERSIONS 

The influences which molded the 
English language into a proper ve- 
hicle for so stupendous a literary 
creation as the Bible must next be 
briefly considered. Early in the eighth 
century, Bede was making a trans- 
lation into Old English of the Gospel 
of John, and, about the year 800 A.D., 
the language was already capable of 
such poetry as this from the Christ 
of Cynewulf (LI. 878-889, Whitman’s 
translation) : 

Thereupon from the four corners of the 
world, from the uttermost regions of 
earth, angels all-shining shall with one 
accord blow their crash.ng trumpets; the 
earth shall tremble under men. Glorious 
and steadfast they shall sound iogether 
over against the course of the stars, chant- 
ing in harmony and making melody from 
south and from north, from east and from 
west, throughout the whole creation. All 
mankind shall they wake from the dead 
unto the Last Judgment; they shall rouse 
the sons of men all aghast from the 
ancient earth, bidding them straightway 
arise from their deep sleep. 

Throughout the Old _ English 
period, most of the literature pro- 
duced was strongly colored by Bibli- 
cal diction. Even a work like Bede’s 
Ecclesiastical History of the English 
People was under this influence. 

Before we leave this part of the 
subject, it may be added that, ac- 
cording to the computations of 
Marsh, about 93 per cent of the 
words of the Authorized Version, 


‘counting repetitions of the same 


word, are native English. 

Ormulum and Piers Plowman will 

suggest the influence exerted by the 
Bible on English diction during the 
period between A.D. 1000 and 1400 
—roughly speaking, between the age 
of Aelfric and that of Wyclif. The 
poetry near the end of this period is 
better able than prose to cope with 
the difficulties of translation. Thus, 
Chaucer has (Second Nun’s Tale, 
384-5) : _ 
Caste alle awey the werkes of derknesse, 
And armeth you in armure of brightnesse ; 
where the second Wyclifite version 
reads: 

Romans 13:12: Therfor caste we awei 
the werkis of derknesses, and be we 
clothid in the armeris of lizt. 

Though this second version, that 
of Purvey (1388), is, in general, 
much less pedantically literal than 
the first, made some eight or nine 
years earlier, yet such words as 
derknessis and armeris, for the Latin 
plurals tenebrae and arma, illustrate 
the chief defect of both the Wyclifite 
translations, namely, a failure to at- 
tain perfect English idiom. 

Purvey seems to have been quite 
conscious of the excessive literalness 
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of the earlier version (1380), and of 
the awkwardness due to the close 
following of Latin idiom. In his pro- 
logue, after describing how he had 
toiled, in association with others, to 
obtain a true Latin text, and to eluci- 
date its difficulties, he proceeds to 
lay down important principles of 
Biblical translation, which have never 
been superseded. Among them are: 

First, to translate as clearly as 
possible according to the sense, and 
not merely according to the words. 

Secondly, to make the sentence at 
least as “open” in English as in 
Latin, that is, to have due regard to 
English idiom. 

Nevertheless, it may be affirmed 
that both Wyclifite versions are far 
inferior in ease and idiomatic char- 
acter to the Old English. It cannot 
be said that scholars are agreed as 
to the influence of the Wyclifite ver- 
sions upon Tindale and the Author- 
ized Version; but it is pretty clear 
that Tindale was influenced by them 
to a moderate extent, and that ex- 
pressions of great force and beauty 
have, occasionally, been appropriated 
from Wyclif by the Authorized Ver- 
sion, either mediately or directly. 
One or two instances may suffice: 
John 4:14, “a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life” comes, 
through Tindale, from both the 
Wyclifite versions; 1Cor. 2:10, “the 
deep things of God,” which Tindale 
renders, ‘the bottom of God’s se- 
crets,” and the Rheims version, “the 
profundities of God.” How easy it is 
to go stylistically astray in such mat- 
ters is shown by the fact that two 


‘versions, both published within the 


last ten years, have, respectively, for 
the first passage above, “a spring of 
water . . . welling up for enduring 
life,” and “a fountain .. . of water 
springing up for the Life of the 
ages ;” and, for the second, “the pro- 
foundest secrets of God, ” and “the 
depths of the divine nature.” 

The Wyclifite version of Exodus 
29: 16, 18, 19 is subjoined, the spell- 
ing being modernized, and modern 
renderings being indicated: 


Wycuir (earlier). 

And now the third day was come, and 
the morning [morewe, morrow] tide was 
full cleared; and lo! thunders began to be 
heard and lightnings [leytes, from the 
Old English word above] to shine, and 
the most thick cloud to cover the hill; and 
the cry of the trump more hideously made 
noise, and the people dreaded that was 
in the tents. . . . And all the hill of Sinai 
smoked, because [for thi that] the Lord 
descended upon it in fire; and the smoke 
rose [steyde] up of it as of a furnace, 
and all the hill was full fearful; and the 
sound of the trump little by little [Jitil 
mele] sprang into more, and longer was 
stretched. (To be Continued) 
(Reprinted by permission from the Cam- 
bridge History of English Literature.) 
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LET THIS CUP PASS 
(Continued from page 6) 

it is seen that He was in complete 
control of all forces and circum- 
stances at all times. When the 
Roman army came to arrest Him, 
He was forced to meet them. It was 
He who asked the first question 
““Whom seek ye?’’ (John 18:4). 
When they replied that it was Jesus 
of Nazareth, He answered ‘‘I am 
He.’’ It is to be noted that in the 
King James version ‘‘He’’ is in 
italics, which means that it is not 
in the Greek. The Lord Jesus really 
said ‘‘I am.’’ I am convinced that 
He used (in Hebrew) to the men 
that were there the ineffable name of 
Jehovah, the great I AM. The im- 
mediate effect of this declaration 
was stupendous. Those who had 
come to arrest Him as well as the 
one who had come to betray Him, 
and the representatives of the 
priests that were there—the whole 
company, in fact—‘‘ went backward, 
and fell to the ground’’ (John 
18:6). Let me illustrate this action 
by a simple example. On a home 
moving picture projector there is a 
lever that will stop the moving ac- 
tion and turn any frame of the 
sequence into a still picture like the 
stereopticon. This is the impression 
we get from the action on the Mount 
of Olives. The picture moves, the 
men come with swords and staves 
and lanterns to catch Him, as 
though seeking a bandit. He goes 
forth, speaks His name, and the 
whole motion of the picture stops 
short. Let us face the fact. They 
would have been there yet, if He 
had not released the lever and al- 
lowed the action to come to life once 
more. This shows how He was com- 
pletely Lord of the circumstances. 

A careful study of the physical 
attitudes and actions of Jesus while 
He was nailed to the cross are also 
indicative of His supreme mastery 
of the situation at every moment. 
It is true that He had been in such 
weakness that He fell under the 
weight of the cross and needed the 
help of Simon of Cyrene. In His 
humanity there was physical weak- 
ness at this time. In His deity His 
strength was that of the Lord God 
Almighty. If He had been merely 
a man dying there, the oozing away 
of the life in His blood would have 
caused increasing weakness. His 
voice would have sunk to a whisper. 
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The foree of gravity would have 
pulled His head to His bosom and 
it would have lolled there, with the 
muscles unable to hold it erect. 
But what do we see? We see the 
Lord Jesus in complete command of 
the scene. With head erect, He goes 
through the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures in His mind, as though to 
check every passage in prophecy, 
lest there be any that is not fulfilled. 
What saith the law? Genesis? Exo- 
dus? Levicticus? Numbers? Deuter- 
onomy? All is fulfilled. There is 
nothing here that must be accom- 
plished. What say the prophets? 
What say the Psalms? We must 
remember that the Old Testament 
Seriptures fulfilled from the time of 
Jesus were divided into these three 
parts and into this order: The law, 
the prophets, and the psalms. Every- 
thing is checked off until it is seen 
that there is one verse that has not 





been accomplished. David had said 
‘“*. . . they gave Him vinegar to 
drink’’ (Psa. 69:21). Jesus at this 
point eried out ‘‘I thirst.’’ Upon 
this the soldier put a sponge upon 
the top of a spear, dipped it in 
vinegar and put it to the lips of the 
Saviour. But note the words of the 
Gospel. Jesus, in order that the 
Seripture might be fulfilled, said 
“*T thirst.’ The last line of the 
Word of God is fulfilled. Not one 
word remains that needs accomplish- 
ment there. Head erect, surveying 
the scene, the Lord Jesus looks 
calmly on those about Him. He 
gives His last commands. He com- 
mends His aged mother to the care 
of the young disciple and the dis- 
ciple to her tenderness. He asks for- 
giveness for the soldiers who had 
acted under orders and were there- 
fore not responsible. ‘‘Father, for- 
give them for they know not what 
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they do.’’ And now the time has 
come. He cries with a loud voice. 
‘*Father, into Thy hands, I com- 


mend My spirit’? (Luke 23:46). 

In the face of all these detailed 
statements, how inconceivable to 
think that the Lord Jesus Christ 
could have been foreed to die pre- 
maturely in the Garden against His 
will, and that He should have been 
in need of erying to God to save 
Him from it if that were the divine 
will. If I had been a medical doctor 
standing beside the cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and if the Roman 
authorities had handed me a form 
and asked me to fill it out writing 
in the cause of death, I would not 
have indicated that He died because 
of the wounds in His hands and 
feet. I would not have written down 
that He died because of the loss of 
all His blood. He died because He 
dismissed His spirit, and He did 
not die for any other reason. Twice 
Jesus Christ claimed to be life it- 
self. ‘‘I am the way, the truth and 
the life’’ (John 14:6). And again 
‘“‘T am the resurrection, and the 
life’? (John 11:25). How can you 
put life to death? If such were the 
ease, then time could swallow 
eternity, and the finite could con- 
sume the infinite. Life cannot be 
put to death. Life, in full control 
to the end, can dismiss itself into 
the hands of the Father. This is 
what came to pass. 

In the light of all this, we repu- 
diate utterly the idea that the cup 
from which Jesus prayed to be de- 
livered was premature death of any 
kind and at any hand. 

We now come to what we believe 
is the certain meaning of the pass- 
age. Before setting it forth we wish 
to strengthen our position by asking 
some questions. Could the sin'ess 
Son of God have prayed for some- 
thing that was outside the Father’s 
will? He had answered this at the 
door of Lazarus’ tomb. It was there 
that He stated that He Himself did 
not need to pray and that His 
prayers were not for the fulfillment 
of a need as human prayers are, 
but that they were expressions of 
fellowship with the Father and 
were spoken aloud in order to 
teach the disciples the privilege of 
such communion. The words are 
these, ‘‘Then they took away the 
stone from the place where the dead 
was laid. And Jesus lifted up His 
eyes, and said, Father, I thank Thee 
that Thou hast heard Me. And I 
knew that Thou hearest Me always: 
but because of the people which 
stand by I said it, that they may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me’’ 
(John 11:42, 43). These verses of 
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course destroy the first of these in- 
terpretations, for it would have been 
totally impossible for Jesus to have 
prayed a prayer that would not 
have been answered. Anything, any- 
thing that Jesus asked for would 
have been granted immediately. It 
is in the very nature of His God- 
head that this is true. 

In view of this, we must conclude 
before we come to the Scriptures 
for the true explanation that what- 
ever the cup was, since Jesus was 
who He is, His prayer was answered, 
the Father did hear Him, the cup 
did pass from Him completely. 
This is flatly stated in Hebrews and 
we repeat the quotation, ‘‘Who in 
the days of His flesh, when He had 
offered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears unto 
Him that was able to save Him 
from death, and was heard in what 
He feared’’ (Heb. 5:7). There is 
no other incident in the life of 
Jesus to which this passage in 
Hebrews may be applied. We have 
before us that incident to which 
this passage in Hebrews may be 
applied. Jesus prayed to God to be 
saved from death, God heard Him, 
and therefore He was saved from 
death. The verb ‘‘to hear,’’ when 
used of God in connection with 
prayer is not to become aware of 
sounds but rather to heed and an- 
swer. Whenever it is said that God 
heard the prayer of any man, it 
means that the man received an 
answer. From what death, then, was 
Jesus saved? 

We must realize that His work of 
Saviourhood took place only in the 
six hours when He was upon the 
cross. Technically speaking, He was 
not the Saviour until the nails put 
Him upon the tree. He could not 
have been the Saviour if He had 
died by stoning, or by being pushed 
over the cliff at Nazareth, or by 
being drowned in the storm on the 
sea of Galilee. He could not have 
been the Saviour if He had not died 
upon the cross. This teaching is the 
heart of the third chapter of Gala- 
tians ‘‘Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is writ- 
ten, Cursed is everyone that hang- 
eth on a tree’’ (Gal. 3:13). It does 
not say, he who is shot with an 
arrow, or he who dies from bloody 
sweat in the Garden, but ‘‘ Cursed 
is he that hangeth upon a tree.’’ 
From nine o’clock in the morning, 
until three o’clock in the afternooon 
He hung upon the tree. Being thus 
made a technical violator of the 
law, since this passage is quoted 
from Deuteronomy 21:23, He be- 
came guilty of the whole law, be- 
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cause the Scriptures set forth the 
principle ‘‘For whosoever keepeth 
the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all’’ (Jas. 
2:10). Here, then, is the explana- 
tion of one of the important verses 
on the atonement ‘‘For He hath 
made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him”’ 
(2 Cor. 5:21). The logical sequence 
in the mind of our Lord Jesus may 
now be clearly seen. Comparing 
Seripture with Scripture, we note 
the following: The Lord Jesus knew 
that He was about to be made sin 
for us. He knew that the wages of 
sin was death (Rom. 3:23). He knew 
that the death which was the wages 
of sin was not mere physical death, 
but the second death—eternal sepa- 
ration from God. This was the 
cup—nothing else could have been 
the cup. This alone satisfies all of 
the demands of all of the verses 
involved. 

In His humility Jesus had come 
into this world as a baby. He had 
increased in wisdom and _ stature 
(Lk. 2:52). This increase of wisdom 
in His humanity was of course kept 
from any errors of knowledge. The 
Lord Jesus in His humanity did not 
know everything, but He never 
knew anything that was false. He 
certainly could never have had any 
mistaken notion about anything. He 


did not have a defective humanity 
such as ours where the carnal mind 
is enmity against God (Rom. 8:7). 
This is the explanation of the-state-’ 
ment that during the days of His 
flesh He did not know the hour of 
His second coming (Mk. 13:32). In 
His deity, of course, He knew all 
things. In His humanity there were 
these voluntary limitations. It was 
thus in the Garden of Gethsemane 
that He, the Saviour, faced becom- 
ing sin for us. He knew that this 
would entail separation from God. 
He knew that He would at some 
time be forced to ery ‘‘My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’’ 
(Mk. 15:34). But He did not know 
that this forsaking would be but 
temporary. He was ready to go to 
eternal punishment because of His 
love for-us. This was the cup that 
He was ready to drink. And yet He 
knew the glory of unbroken com- 
munion with the Father. He knew 
the perfections and majesty of deity. 
He knew all the qualities of infinite 
holiness. To be made sin was bad 
enough. The horror that would be 
felt in the heart and mind of a six- 
teen-year-old girl suddenly seized 
by a band of ruffians and facing 
frightful violation at their hands 
would be as nothing compared to the 
horror in the mind of the Saviour 
at facing the contamination of sin. 

But the consequences . . . The con- 
sequences . . . The wages of sin is 








From North Nigeria, a missionary writes: 


“Folks at home perhaps cannot realize 
the blessedness of getting a magazine 
like ETERNITY. Its messages are real 
food for spiritual life ... Thank you!” 
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death . . . eternal death. Could He 
be separated from His loving Heav- 
enly Father forever? It was then 
that the ery of anguish was wrung 
from His soul. ‘‘Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me.’’ 
I do not wish to be separated from 
Thee forever. I came from Thy 
bosom. I wish to be there where love 
brings Me and where holiness draws 
Me. Yet, Father, as Thou art love, 
so am I love, and if it takes My 
separation from Thee forever in 
order to redeem those whom Thou 
hast given Me, I gladly accept it 
and will not desire My will but that 
Thine shall be done. 

It was then that angels came to 
minister to Him, and in that min- 
istry the Holy Spirit brought to Him 
the great promise in the Psalms that 


and back to the books aged His separation from God would be 


only temporary. Joy flooded His 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 21) 
profitable theme of individual study to 
the thoughtful reader of this book. We 
may even recognize some possible like- 
ness to ourselves as we look upon one 
portrait and another, and take encourage- 
ment or warning, as the case may be. Do 
I make my father glad or my mother sad? 
(1). It is a grievous thing for a boy if his 
mother’s hair is prematurely grey on his 

account! 


September 13 PROVERBS 11:17-31 

THREE WeicuHty Bur Nor APPARENT 
Trutus. (i) The Nemesis of sin. “Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be 
unpunished” (21). Yet David was greatly 
troubled when he saw the prosperity of 
the wicked, and how they were not in 
trouble as other men. The thought of this 
was too painful for him, until, said he, “I 
went into the sanctuary of God; then 
understood I their end” (Psa. 73: 3, 5, 7, 
16-18). (ii) The profit of generosity. 
“There is that scattereth, and yet increas- 
eth” (24). This again does not seem so. 
How niggardly is our giving—on the 
ground that we can’t afford to give more. 
“There was a man, men thought him mad; 
the more he gave the more he had!” 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down .. . and 
running over” (Lk. 6:38). “The liberal 
soul shall be made fat” (25). (ti) The 
deceitfulness of riches. “He that trusteth 
in his riches shall fall” (28). Here again, 
men do not think so; on the contrary 
“The rich man’s. wealth is his strong 
city” (10:15). He falls back on his wealth 
as his sure resource, yet “how hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into 
the kingdom of God!” (Mk. 10:24). It 
was a rich man who ended in Hades. 


September 14 PROVERBS 15:1-17 
Our “LittLeE MEMBER”—THE TONGUE 
(see Jas. 3:5). He lives in the mouth, 
and sends out words through the lips; 
sometimes “a soft answer,” at other times 
“grievous words” (1). Sometimes the 
tongue of the wise uses knowledge aright; 
at. others the mouth of fools pours out 
foolishness (2). Some have a wholesome 
tongue passing on the Word of Life to 
others (4); others, equally wise, have 
lips that disperse knowledge (7). Some, 
like their Lord, have learned how to speak 
“a word in season to him that is weary” 
(23; Isa. 50:4); while others out of a 
pure heart speak pleasant words (26). 
But the mouth of the wicked poureth out 
the evil things that are in his heart (28), 
and the mouth of fools feedeth on fool- 
ishness (14). Truly “the tongue is a little 
member, and boasteth great things ... a 
fire, a world of iniquity .. . an-unruly evil, 
full of deadly poison” (Jas. 3: 5, 6, 8). 
“If any man offend not in word, the same 
is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body” (Jas. 3:2). Let us determine 
with David, “I will take heed to my ways, 
that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep 
my mouth with a bridle” (Psa. 39:1). 


September 15 PROVERBS 15:18-33 
Tue Hippen MAN oF THE Heart. This 
chapter has a dual theme: the tongue and 
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the heart.. The two are intimately con- 
nected in Scripture, the one being the open 
expression of the other, which is hidden 
from man’s eyes. “Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Mt. 
12:34). But it is on the heart that the 
Lord looks (1. Sam. 16:7), and as surely 
as He sees the ultimate doom of a godless 
man (as the Lord Jesus saw that of 
Dives), so the hearts of the children of 
men are before Him (11), whether it be 
the heart of the foolish (7), or the heart 
of him that has understanding (14). The 
Lord pondereth the hearts (21:2). He 
sees the “sorrow of the heart” (13), and 
makes it rejoice with the light of His 
countenance (30), so that it becomes “a 
merry heart,” as the prodigal’s was when 
“they began to be merry” (Lk. 15:24). 
And “he that is of a merry heart hath a 
continual feast” (15), always fully sat- 
isfied; for “he that cometh to Me shall 
never hunger” (John 6: 35). Also “a 
merry heart maketh a cheerful counte- 
nance” (13), always glad in the Lord. 
Note the dual aim of the believer’s heart ; 
it seeks knowledge (14), and it studies to 
impart it to others (28). 


September 16 PROVERBS 16:1-16 

A MAN AND uis Lorp. Almost every 
verse in our portion names the Lord in 
relation to His creature, man. For God 
is deeply interested in the man He made,’ 
and concerns Himself ‘in all his thoughts 
and ways. You and I are the objects of 
His daily thought and care. He ponders 
the secret plans of our hearts (1, R.V. 
marg.) and weighs our spirits (2). He 
hates our pride (5), and notes our ways 
that please Him (7). He directs our steps, 
often contrary to the foolish devisings 
of our hearts (9). And this is especially 
so in the case of those whom His mercy 
and truth (which. met together so won- 
drously at Calvary; Psa. 85:10) have 
purged from iniquity (6), and who in 
consequence have departed from evil (6) 
to follow Him. Henceforth all their lives 
and actions are “in the Lord.” They re- 
joice “in the Lord” (Phil. 3:1); they 
are strong (Eph. 6:10) and confident “in 
the Lord” (Phil. 1:14). They stand fast 
“in the Lord“ (Phil. 4:1); as children 
they obey their parents (Eph. 6:1). If 
they marry, they do so “in the Lord” (1 
Cor. 7:39); and as wives they obey their 
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husbands, “in the Lord” (Col. 3:18). And 
at last they lie down in peace and bles- 
sedness to die “in the Lord’”” (Rev. 14:13). 


September 17 PROVERBS 16:17-33 
-.Five -NorasLteE Sayincs.’ Never has so 
much.-been taught. to so many in so few 
words as in Solomon’s Proverbs. Here are 
five. notable examples: (i) “Pride goeth 
before destruction, and an haughty spirit 
before a fall” (18). How abominable is 
pride in the eyes of God (5)! And how 
true it is that those who walk in pride (as 
did Nebuchadnezzar) He is able to abase 
(Dan. 4:37)! (ii) “There is a way that 
seemeth right unto a@ man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” (25). Our 
own way may appear to us not only desir- 
able, but right, and yet be disastrously 
wrong. (iii) “The hoary head is a crown 
of glory, if it be fownd in the way of 
righteousness” (31). How beautiful is an 
aged Christian, and how ugly and pitiful 
a godless old man! (iv) The man who ts 
slow to anger, and rules his spirit (32) is 


better than the mighty who captures cities! 
Many a great conqueror has failed to 
conquer himself. (v) “The lot is cast into 
the lap; but the whole disposing thereof 
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MISSIONARY’S REPORT OF 
DISTRESSED HEBREW CHRISTIANS 


A courageous Hebrew Christian missionary in Germany describes 
some of the Jewish believers who benefited by one of our recent 
food shipments. These are reports of our Lord’s needy brethren 
who were given timely help in His Name: 

Mrs. R: She is old and frail and has to nurse her husband who is 
very ill with heart trouble and suffering from the aftermath of a 
stroke. They just don’t know where to get their daily bread. 
Family E: The husband is an invalid. There are three small children. 
The wife tries to support the family by part-time work. Your CARE 
food carton greatly helped this family. 

Mrs. Dr. P: Here is a lady in reduced circumstances bravely 
battling to bring up her two children, without a husband. The 
growing children know days when they simply haven’t enough food 
to eat. How happy I am te be able to help them with your food 
shipment. 





REV. JACOB PELTZ 


After listing some other needy cases helped, the missionary begs us to express heartfelt grati- 
tude to those who make it possible for us to carry on such a ministry of comfort to the 
poor, the unemployed, the orphans, the aged, the undernourished and the hungry. In their 
daily rounds of ministry» missionaries tell of the conversion of some of these distraught people, 
of faith strengthened and deepened, and of courage and hope renewed. We implore our 
Christian friends to help us by their prayers and gifts to extend this Christlike ministry. 
Please do not delay in sending your gift. 


$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy 
family in Europe or in Israel. 
$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germeny. 
An up-to-date news letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
on request. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


U. S. A. REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary Canada 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. N 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Chicago 25, ill. Toronto, Ontdrio 
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Many MEN, Many Minos. Wise old 
Solomon looks around him, and makes 
shrewd comments on the many different 
men he sees. He notes the contented man 
(1) with a crust; the diligent servant (2), 
taking priority over the prodigal son; the 
liar (4) with his naughty tongue; the 
mocker (5) swearing at the poor instead 
of helping him; the happy grandfather 
(6),. glorying in the third generation 
growing up around him; the man of bril- 
liant gift (8), who prospers by reason of 
it; the hateful talebearer (9), causing 
separation between old friends; the stub- 
born fool (10), whom a hundred stripes 
will not cure; and the raging fool (12), 
more dangerous than an angry she-bear. 
He takes note also of the quarrelsome 
man (14), who finds contention easier to 
start than to stop; the empty-headed fool 
(16), on whom the price of wisdom is 
wasted, seeing he has no heart for it; and, 
lastly, the friend (17) who loveth at all 
times, and the brother who is born for 
adversity. Here is a picture gallery in 
which perchance the reader may perceive 
himself, and so find this Scripture profit- 
able for reproof (2 Tim. 3: 16). He will 
recognize the Friend who loveth at all 
times, the Brother born for adversity. 


September 19 PROVERBS 18:10-24 

TuHreE Cirapers. (i) The righteous 
man’s citadel. The Name of the Lord is 
his strong tower into which he runs, and 
is safe (10). That Name is Jesus, a 
righteous man’s true hiding-place both 
from the fierce storm of God’s judgment 
and from his adversary the Devil, that 
roaring lion who would devour him. How 
much safer he is in that sure haven than 
in his own righteousness! (i) The rich 
man’s citadel. His wealth is his strong 
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city and a high wall, in his own imagi- 
nation (11, R.V.). How safe he thinks 
himself with all his means about him, 
until some bomb of calamity brings his 
citadel about his ears! Treasure on earth 
is a poor shelter for a man about to leave 
it. (ii) The resentful man’s citadel. How 
hard to win “a brother offended” when 
in anger he raises the drawbridge, and lets 
down the portcullis, and the bars of his 
castle are between you (19)! Yet he must 
be won. “First be reconciled to thy 
brother” (Mt. 5:24). Go and talk “be- 
tween thee and him alone” and “gain thy 
brother” (Mt. 18:15). Thank God, there 
is a friend, who, though oft provoked, 
is never offended, but who sticketh closer 
than a brother (24). 


September 20 PROVERBS 20:1-13 

THE Stuccarp AGAIN. Solomon is 
never tired of holding up the sluggard to 
ridicule, for he is the most contemptuous 
of men. He is a slacker who will not 
work, and yet wants to enjoy all the bene- 
fits of other people’s labors. Here is Solo- 
mon’s picture of him. He will not plough 
by reason of the cold, and in ‘consequence 
he has nothing to eat in winter (4). Had 
he gone to the ant, and considered her 
ways (6:6), he would have learned to 
prepare his meat in the summer (30:25) ; 
but he is too lazy to learn. He is “wiser in 
his own conceit than seven men that can 
render a reason” (26:16). See him with 
his hands in his pockets (19:24); watch 
him turning over in bed (26:14), craving 
“yet a little sleep” (6:10). Hear him 
refusing to go out to work for fear he 
might meet a lion (26:13)! Even if he 
takes something in hunting he is too in- 
dolent to roast it (12:27). The lesson to 
the Christian is one of diligence. He must 
not let his hands be slack (Zeph. 3:16) ; 
he must give diligence to make his call- 
ing and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10), and 
to search the Word (1 Pet. 1:10). 


September 21 PROVERBS 22:1-16 

Rico AND Poor. Class distinction, im- 
portant in men’s eyes, is of little impor- 
tance to God, who is the Maker of all, 
whether rich or poor (2). A good name is 
rather to be chosen than great riches (1), 
and this is available to rich and poor 
alike. But riches may come with or with- 
out a good name, and may be a blessing, 
as when they are the outcome of humil- 
ity and the fear of the Lord (4); for 
godliness is profitable (1 Tim. 4:8). Or 
riches may be a curse when acquired by 
unworthy or oppressive means (16). Hear 
then the considered advice of Solomon, 
the world’s richest man: “Labor not to be 
rich . . . for riches certainly make them- 
selves wings; they fly away as an eagle” 
(23:4, 5). Hear too the prayer of Agur: 
“Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed 
me with food convenient for me: Jest I be 
full, and deny Thee . . . or lest I be poor, 
and steal” (30:8, 9). Better still, let us 
covet the experience of Paul, who had 
learned, in whatsoever state he was, there- 
with to be content; and who knew how to 
abound and to suffer need (Phil. 4:11, 
12). How few of us “know how” to do 
either well! But we may all pray with 
Dr. Bonar, “Choose Thou for me... 
my poverty or wealth.” 
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September 22 PROVERBS 22:17-29 

Pay Artrention! At verse 17 Solomon 
breaks off speaking in proverbs to appeal 
to the reader: “Are you listening to me? 
Are my words reaching your heart?” For 
the Bible should always be read with a 
listening ear, as though Someone were 
speaking to you, and with a heart open 
to receive what He says. If to that is 
added a purpose to keep the things you 
read within you (18; “letting the Word of 
Christ dwell in you richly”; Col. 3:16), 
you will discover them to be (1) Pleasant 
(18) “as an honeycomb, sweet to the 
soul” (16:24), leading to ways of pleas- 
antness and paths of peace (3:17). (i) 
Excellent (20), excelling all human wis- 
dom in counsel and knowledge. You will 
“approve things that are excellent” (Phil. 
1:10) as your love abounds more and 
more in knowledge and in all judgment. 
(iit) Certain. You will come to “know the 
certainty of the words of truth” (21) 
which you will find from no other source 
than the Holy Scriptures, which are writ- 
ten for that purpose (Lk. 1:4). Above 
all—and this was Solomon’s main object 
—they will lead you to put your trust in 
the Lord (19). Note how personal is the 
appeal: “To thee this day, even to thee” 
(19). 


PROVERBS 23:10-26 

“Buy THE TRUTH, AND SELL IT NOT” 
(23). Here are two cardinal principles 
regarding the acquisition and retention of 
Truth: it must be bought, and it must 
not be bartered. (i) It must be bought. 
There is a price to be paid for the Truth. 


It is not acquired by merely wishing for 
it. It will cost you (a) Diligent study of 
the Word of Truth, the Bible; (b) The 
surrender of your own opinions, prejudices 
and predilections; (c) Strict obedience to 
light as it is given, at all costs, regardless 
of the consequences; (d) Intercourse with 
the One who is the Truth. You must take 
His yoke if you would learn of Him 
(Mt. 11:29). The price is high—so high 
that many refuse to pay it, and never 
come to a knowledge of the Truth (2 
Tim. 3:7). (i) It must not be bartered. 
Once acquired, it must be retained. You 
will be tempted to sell it (a) for the 
sake of peace, by temporizing, as Peter 
did (Gal. 2:12); (b) for the sake of 
pleasure, arguing against your conscience 
for personal indulgence; (c) for the sake 
of prospects, renouncing known Truth 
for personal advantage. Remember—light 
disobeyed is withdrawn (2 Pet. 1:9). 


September 24 PROVERBS 24:1-18 

“SuRELY THERE IS A SEQUEL” (23:18; 
24:14, R.V. marg.). Most of us have 
at times been tempted to envy sinners 
(1; 23:17). They have their portion in 
this life (Psa. 17:14), and enjoy it too 
while the godly are enduring the day of 
adversity (10). At such times it is well 
to look beyond the present chapter of the 
story, and to remember that there is a 
sequel. “For we are saved by hope: but 
hope that is seen is not hope” (Rom. 8: 
24). Our salvation, though blessed indeed 
in the present, is mainly future. It is “a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last 


time” (1 Pet. 1:5, R.V.) It is a “blessed 
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hope” (Tit. 2:13), and “thy hope shall 
not be cut off” (14; 23:18, R.V.), 
which is just what happens to men of the 
world (10:28; 11:7), “whose hope shall 
be cut off . . . [as] a spider’s web” (Job 
8:14). How carefully the spider weaves 
it, and how easily it is swept away! “Now 
abideth . . . hope” (1 Cor. 13:13), and 
it is this hope that saves the believer from 
fainting in the day of adversity (10). “For 
which cause we faint not . . . while we 
look not at the things which are seen” 
(2 Cor. 4:16-18). It is this hope that will 
cause us to rise up again, though we fall 
seven times (16). 


September 25 PROVERBS 25:11-28 

On Tavxers. The world is full of them. 
The babel of their voices is heard un- 
ceasingly. They are of many kinds, some 
a blessing, some far otherwise. Note a 
few in our portion for today: (i) The 
Acceptable Talker (11). His words are 
“fitly spoken”; he knows how to speak a 
word in season to him that is weary (Isa. 
50:4). (ii) The Wise Reprover (12). It 
is easy to reprove, but hard to do so 
wisely. It takes a tender hand to remove 
a mote from a brother’s eye. (iii) The 
Faithful Messenger (13). He is as re- 
freshing as ice cream on a hot summer 
day to those who send him! (iv) The 
Vain Boaster (14). He is a windbag; he 
is like a cloud that promises rain, but 
yields none. (v) The False Witness (18). 
Whether a deliberate liar or a thoughtless 
repeater of scandal, he is a dangerous 
weapon, doing untold harm. (vi) The 
Brawling Woman (24)—making the most 
luxurious home unbearable; better live 
alone in a garret! (vii) The Bringer of 
Good News (25). You have good news 
all the way from Heaven; go and tell it! 
It will prove the Water of Life to many a 
thirsty soul. 


September 26 PROVERBS 27:1-17 

THe Worth or A FRiENp. A true friend 
is a man’s most valued possession, for a 
friend in need is a friend indeed, and 
every one of us is in more need for a 
friend than we know. (i) Jt takes a 
friend to rebuke us, and we often need 
rebuke. “Faithful are the wounds of a 
friend” (6). How much some of us owe 
to the friend who told us plainly in “open 
rebuke” (5) what he thought of our con- 
duct! (ii) It takes a friend to counsel us. 
As ointment and perfume rejoice the 
heart, so the “hearty counsel” of a friend 
is sweet to us (9). (iii) Jt takes a friend 
to succor us (10). In the day of our 
calamity a neighbor that is near (though 
he be but a “Samaritan”) may. prove a 
friend that sticketh closer than a brother 
(18:24) who (as the brother Jew did) 
may pass by on the other side (Lk. 10:31). 
Old friends are best; hold on to them 
(10). (tt) It takes a friend to sharpen 
us (17). As two knives rubbed together 
sharpen each other, so the happy ex- 
change of wits between a man and his 
friend sharpens each. The best way to 
grasp truth is to discuss it with a friend. 


27 PROVERBS 28:1-14 

“Tue Ricuteous” (1). In the light 
of the New Testament, this Old Testa- 
ment term is applied, not to one who is of 
blameless character (for there is none 





such; Rom. 3:10), but to the believer 
whose heart is sprinkled from an evil 
conscience (Heb. 10:22) by the blood of 
Jesus. Four things are said to characterize 
such a man: (i) He is bold as a lion 
(1). He has a new boldness toward God, 
boldness to enter into the Holiest, to come 
boldly to the throne of grace (Heb. 10: 
19; 4:16); and a new boldness before 
men, so that the apostles (even cowardly 
Peter) spoke boldly in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus (Acts 4:13; 9:29). (ii) He 
understands all things (5). The risen Lord 
has opened his understanding, that he may 
understand the Scriptures (Lk. 24:45). 
He has an unction from the Holy One, 
and knows all things (1 John 2:20). 
(itt) He has good things in possession 
(10). Not only in prospect, prepared in 
Heaven for him, but good things now. 
Goodness follows him all the days of his 
life (Psa. 23:6). (iv) He has mercy too 
(13); “goodness and mercy,” for he will 
need mercy all the way, and he has it. 


“For His| mercy endureth for ever” 
(Psa. 136:1). 
September 28 PROVERBS 30:1-9 


Acur’s Postscrirt. Solomon’s proverbs 
are ended. and we have two short post- 
scripts, one by Agur and the other (31) 
by King Lemuel. Of neither writer is 
anything known, but we gather some light 
on Agur from his own pen. In great con- 
trast to proud King Solomon, he was 
a humble man, with a deep sense of his 
own deficiency (2). He was no scholar. 
having never learned (3), yet he writes 
words worthy to be bound up with those 
of the world’s wisest man. For he was a 
prophet (1), and spoke not his own words, 
but God’s. In all this he was a type of 
Him who said, “Learn of Me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart” (Mt. 11:29); of 
Him who had wisdom “having never 
learned” (John 7:15). Agur teaches us 
two things: (i) He points to the source 
of all true wisdom— “Every word of 
God is pure” (5)—and warns us not to 
add our own thoughts to it, or we shall 
be wrong (6; Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18). 
(tt) He points to the secret of all true 
contentment—neither the riches of Solo- 
mon nor the poverty of an anchorite, but 
simple trust (5) in our Father to feed 
us with food convenient for us (8). 


September 29 PROVERBS 30:24-31 

SERMONS IN STONES. Agur, though not 
learned, was like John Bunyan an~ others 
—one of nature’s scholars. He was al- 
ways’ observing. He read a sermon in 
everything he saw, and perceived par- 
ables all around him. The _horseleech 
sucking blood, the ever-thirsty earth, the 
devouring fire, all spoke to him of the 
unsatisfied heart of man (15, 16). The 
eagle, the serpent, the ship, and, the 
lover were wonderful in their ways (18, 
19). A servant out of place, a gluttonous 
fool, an odious woman, and an over-fav- 
ored handmaid (21-23) were alike un- 
bearable. Even the ants, conies, locusts, 
and spiders astonished him with their 
wisdom, so much in advance of that of 
many men (24-28). The lion, the grey- 
hound, the goat, and the mighty king 
(29-31), all alike spoke to him, and he had 
ears to hear. In this also he was a type 
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of the Lord Jesus, who turned every 


‘common thing around Him into a mes- 


senger from God. As John Newton on the 
seashore exclaimed: “In every object here 
I see something, my heart, that speaks 
of thee . . . In every object here I see 
something, my Lord, that speaks of Thee.” 
And this is just what God intends they 
should do (Rom. 1:20). 


September 30 PROVERBS 31:10-31 

Tue Best or Moruers. This lovely 
picture of the ideal woman as wife and 
mother and mistress of the home is the 
more astonishing when one remembers that 
it was written a thousand years before 
Christ. Woman was then considered a 
mere chattel and slave of man, to min- 
ister to his wishes and desires. King Solo- 
mon, who loved many strange women 
(1 Kings 11:1), could never have written 
it, and the marvel is that King Lemuel, 
who wrote centuries before Solomon, 
could do so. It is, in fact a picture of a 
home where Christ reigns, and where 
the best of mothers, a devoted Christian 
lady, exerts her gracious all-pervading 
influence. She is virtuous (10), diligent 
(13), a good housewife (15), charitable 
(20), lovingly careful of her children and 
household (21), tasteful in her dress (22), 
wise and kind in her speech (26), and 
proudly loyal to her husband (23), whose 
heart safely trusts in her (11). Some of 
us have cause to remember her with lov- 
ing gratitude, and to contrast her sadly 
with many a wife and mother of today. 
The triumph of Christianity is in the 
Christian home with a Christian mother 
in its midst. Her children arise up, and 
call her blessed (28); her price is far 
above rubies (10). 





TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 15) 
spiritual realm. It has its laws, this 
realm, which as far transcend the 
laws of earth as Heaven the world 
beneath it. Let our thoughts be fixed 
yonder, and freedom from _ the 
taboos and restrictions of non- 
Christian cults but frees the soul 
for loftier loyalties and deeper ob- 

ligations.”’ 

‘Then too,’’ he continues linking 
as always eschatology to ethies, ‘‘it 
is from that other realm that Christ 
will one day come, Christ for whom 
we wait with eager hope, Christ who 
will make us one day like Him. 
How? The mystery is beyond us. 
But He who is above all and over 
all, He who is omnipotent, has power 
to transform this thing of flesh and 
pain into something divine and 
glorious.’’ ‘‘Their thought,’’ Paul 
had said, ‘‘is earthy.’’ It groveled. 
If our thought is Heavenly, it can 
apprehend such mysteries and de- 
rive strength and sustenance from 
them. It will grasp the reality of 
that other world, and build its mode 
of living round the Christ, who is 
also its Lord, and who one day will 
break into human history again. 
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young people for fruitful Christian service, as well as for the 
world-wide distribution of gospel literature, evangelistic meet- 
ings, science films and daily gospel broadcasts. 


See how you, like thousands of others, can 
have these material and spiritual dividends. 


Mail the coupon today for your free copy 
of the booklet, “DOUBLE DivIDENDS.” 







le Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Dept. ET 11 


Oo Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story of the 
Moody annvity plan. 


(1) 1 am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 
Please send me folder, ‘Where There's a Will.” 
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PLAIN CHURCH WINDOWS 
CAN BE MADE CHURCHLY 


Through the use of 
low cost "Window- 
phanie" plain glass 
windows can be 
transformed into 


I rich, colorful Art 


i ily applied. 
Ask for Free Sample 
DEPT. E 


WINDOWPHANIE 
COMPANY 


855 Bloomfield Ave. 
Glenridge, N. J. 














Yy) EVANGELISTIC 





PAI HY MN- PLAYING 


You can do it... 
just as others have 


Over eight thousand students 
have enrolled in the HARKNESS 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES— 


for PIANO and Organ 


1. EVANGELISTIC + So uaaagei 
For those who can already p' 
EIGHTY Musically- greedy of ss T 
TWELVE MUSICAL | subjects — oe © EN 


Octaves, ose Pan Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 
A course for those who cannot pho wish 
to learn to play hymns and 
Fity Musically. “iustroted lessons. Original 
HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. Children study 
under home ision. 
Send for FREE details. Indicate 
the course that interests you. 


ROBERT HARKNESS 
20N. Raymond Ave.,Pasadena 1 ,Cal. 




















ASK FOR 
FREE DETAILS 







An etn Vital 
ministering to the body 


LIEF ministry among 
RELIEF minis ceo the 









and Israel 
WITNESSING c 
Palestine 


Witness to the Jews 
body as well as to the sow 


Jewish Displaced Per- 
hungry and hom 


rid : 
comuat & Shane and orphans in Europe 
hurches of Jewish be 
and America 


BROADCAST in Yiddish 





BIBLE NAMES 
(Continued from page 13) 

Notice that Christ is going to 
‘*build’’ His church. Since the re- 
lation of the church to Christ is 
compared to that of the bride to the 
bridegroom, typified by the relation 
of Adam’s wife to himself (see Eph. 
5 :31-32), we should be interested, 
as a matter of word-study, to find 
in the reference column at Genesis 
2:22 that God ‘‘builded’’ a woman, 

From the word petros, ‘‘a stone,’’ 
or from petra, ‘‘a rock,’’ we have 
in our language the verb to “‘ petrify, 
to turn to stone,’’ the process re- 
sulting in petrifaction. But most 
interesting, as related to our Bible 
character, the apostle Peter, is the 
name of a bird, well-known to 
sailors on the Atlantic Ocean and 
in the Mediterranean Sea, that of 
the stormy petrel, a small, sooty- 
black bird, believed to be particu- 
larly active before a storm. 

The word ‘‘petrel’’ is a diminu- 
tive form of the name Petros, and 
was so named because, like Peter 
walking on the sea (Mt. 14:29), it 
seems to be doing just that while 
feeding on small surface-swimming 
creatures and refuse from ships. 
The scientific name is hydrobates 
pelagicus in which a Greek student 
will recognize the word hydro for 
‘‘water;’’ bates, from the Greek 
verb baino, ‘‘to walk;’’ and the ad- 
jective pelagicus (Greek, pelagikos) 
from the Greek word, pelagos, ‘‘the 
high sea,’’ therefore a bird which 
seems to be walking on the water of 
the open ocean. 
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ITere we print the prayer re- 
quests of our readers. If you have 
a real burden and will promise to 
pray with us for all of the requests 
set forth here, write to us. We will 
assign a number to your request 
and print it. 

Many readers have written ask- 
ing prayer for the salvation of 
unsaved relatives and friends, and 
for the restoration to fellowship of 
those who know the Lord. Let us 
pray for all those who have writ- 
ten concerning these problems and 
for all of our readers in whose 
homes these problems exist. 


104 


A Connecticut reader requests 
prayer for her sister whose husband 
is very ill and who is herself faced 
with the prospect of blindness. 





A Christian school is urgently in 
need of some men teachers. Good 
accommodations. Good salary. One 
to teach physics and biology on high 


school level. Another who could 
teach general science and shop at a 
high school level. A third to teach 
seventh grade. Please communicate 
with the editors of Eternity and 
give qualifications. 





Pulpit Gowns, Choir Vestments 
Pulpit Antependia, Book Markers 
Communion Linens 

J. M. HALL, INC. 


14 West 40th Street, New York 18, New York 
Tel. CHickering 4-3306 






































PUBLICATION and distribution of the Word of EST. 1926 . 
God in TONS i Israel, Poland, Ger- —— , 
ATIONS in Israe "pero 
MISSION STA Brit ain Belgium and acro . & SEND FOR FREE CATALOG—Stote Your c Dauas 
many, — ADIRONDACK CHAIR CO. 
America ©,1140 BROADWAY, NX 1, N.Y. 













PRAY FOR this Christian witness. Make 
eae Panett sour erent Lents Gate Op 
Israel may be saved. 7 


THE FRIENDS OF Is ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 
Victor Buksbezen 
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Op bf 21 beat tate Scripture Text Christmas folders is value unex- 

These cards add 2 quality to the Christmas season and 

728 ET a — CANADA: 1066 AVENUE ROAD mie ee onvn gunn 6 Sean ry ~ — 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. TORONTO 12, ONTARIO bex of 16 Scripture Christmas Money refunded if not satished. 
Quarterly publication—ISRAEL MY GLORY—Informative, Scriptural, Challenging Groups raise funds, agents make money cur complete line of 30 






Sent to all contributors and also on request 
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Join The Shepherds in Bethlehem 
This Christmas Eve 


SATISFY THE LONGING OF A 
LIFETIME TO FOLLOW IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF OUR SAVIOUR 


Haven’t you often longed to see the actual places that have become so 
dear to us ugh the scriptural account of Jesus’ life, travels, 














miracles, death, and resurrection? Few spots in this world have 
changed so little in 1900 years and many of these changes are the 
unfolding of God’s prophesized plan. Now under the guidance of 
Bible Students and arrangements made by travel experts, this worry- 
free, all-expense trip is available to you within the limits of your 
time and resources. 


ALL EXPENSES INCLUDED—A WORRY-FREE TRIP 


This includes Cabin Class on trans-Atlantic steamer, Ist class hotels, 1st 
class multi-engined planes on all air passages, all sightseeing, tranfers, 


36 Day Ship Crossing Trip—$1252.00 

For those that love the envigorating restfulness of a sea 
voyage, the cabin class of the luxurious S. S. Constitution 
departing December 10th, the Southern route crossing 
will be a delight. On arrival at Naples, the party will be 
taken to Rome to join the party flying the entire trip. 
From there on, all but auto travel, will be by multi- 
engined planes in easy hops until the entire group is back 
in London. 

17 Day All Air Passage Trip—$1280.00 
For those who have a normal Christmas holiday of two 
weeks away, the fine T.W.A. flight will wing them to 
Rome where they will join those who crossed by sea. 
No tips are required on the planes. 


9 Glorious Days in Holy Land & Egypt 
DEC. 21—Early morning arrival in Cairo. Transfer to Hotel. Morn- 
ing free. Afternoon visit Pyramids and Sphynx. 
DEC. 22—Morving visit to the famous Cairo Museum. Afternoon de- 
parture for Jerusalem. 
DEC. 23—-Visit oun of Olives, Church of Our Father and the Place 
to visit Tomb of Lazarus, 

House of Mary and = the Garden of Gethsemane and visit the 
Church of All Nations. Drive through the Cedron Valley, past the 
Tombs of Absalom and Zacharia, the Church of St. Peter, erected on 
the site of the Palace of the High Priest Caiphas. In afternoon, 
enter Old City through St. Stephen’s Gate, visit the Church of St. 
Anne, the Pool of Bethesda, the Chapel of the Flagellation, the Ecce 
Homo ne re and begin the Way of the Cross to Calvary and the 
Lm Sepule' 

fray the Great Temple area, the Mosque of Omar, the 
oohen Gate and the Wailing Wall and the bazaars to the city ‘wall, 
as it existed in the time of Christ. Visit the Church of St. James 
the Jaffa Gate, the Citadel and New Gate. In afternoon, drive to 
Jericho, passing the Inn of the Good Samaritan, view the Mount of 
Temptation and the ruins of the ancient city, Elisha’s Fountain, 
and continue to the River Jordan and Dead Sea. In evening, 
drive to to join the services in the Shepherds’ Field. 
DEC. 25—After midnight Services, return to Jerusalem. After 
Christmas dinner, return to Bethlehem to = Lo Grotto of the 
Nativity, the Milk Grotto ae the Shepherds 
DEC. 26—Morning visit to Garden Tomb and ‘Tombs of the Kings. 
a ee cross the Frontier into the New City of Jerusalem, 
srael. 
DEC. 27—Morning visit the place of the Last Supper, and the 
Dormition Abbey, then leave for Tiberius, stopping en route at 
Ain Karem—place of the Visitation and Birthplace of John the 
Baptist. Visits will then be made to Cana, Capharnum, the Mount 
of Beatitudes, etc. Evening _- to Haifa. 
DEC. 28—Haifa. Nazareth. 
Tel Aviv, and overnight at the Airport Hotel in Lydda. 
DEC. 29—Leave Lydda on TWA for Rome, a scenic flight over 
Rhodes and Greece. 





LANSEAIR TRAVEL SERVICE (ETERNITY GROUP) 


3818 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 4, Pa. 


excellent meals throughout, and all gratuities except ship- 
board. All your needs are arranged for—friendly helpful 
guides at all points. 


Both Groups See Rome, Paris & London 


The returning portion of the trip from the Holy Land to 

London is by air with stops at Rome with a day of thrill- 

ing sightseeing, at Paris with a day of sightseeing and a 

ow and a day of sightseeing and a free-day in 
mdon. 


Parties Planned for Easter at the scene 
of the Resurrection—and Summer vaca- 
tion, 1953. 


For those who cannot get away at Christmas, an Easter 
Party closely similar to the one described here is offered. 
And for those who can only get away in the summer time, 
a vacation trip will leave in July—a delightful time in the 
Near-East. 


Accommodations Limited—Make 
Reservations Quickly 


The full richness of the Holy Land part of this trip can 
only be secured in a party of ten to twenty persons. We 
may not be able to secure accommodations beyond that 
number. Send $100.00 deposit for each reservation. You 
will be supplied with detailed information as to type of 
rooms, etc. If you are not pleased, deposit will be re- 
turned. Balance is payable thirty days before departure 
date. First Class stéamship accommodations are available 
at extra cost. 
CLIP OR COPY—MAIL NOW! 
"irene. naieiemeanemien 


LANSEAIR TRAVEL SERVICE (Eternity Group) 
3818 Chestnut St., Phila. 4, Pa. 


For the t of the d it of $100.00 per person required 
by air and steamship lines, enclosed please secure for me 
accommodations on the S. S. Constitution cabin class and return 
passage on the S. S. Liberte TWA passage—as outlined 
above. I understand that this will be refunded if accommodations 
are not pleasing to me or for any other reason are cancelled 
before final payment 30 days before departure. 


Check Trip: [] Christmas [] Easter [] Summer 
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